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� SHERMAN GATE WILL BE CLOSED through
June 12. Grant Gate will be open for installation ac-
cess and exit.

� The Garrison Command Team will cut the
ARMY BIRTHDAY CAKE at 11 a.m. June 12 at the
Post Exchange. 

� June 14 is Flag Day as well as the U.S. Army’s
251st birthday. See page A5 for a FLAG DAY PHOTO
SPREAD, which honors ‘Old Glory’ through photo-
graphs taken at Fort Leavenworth over the years.

� The Combined Arms Research Library’s SUM-
MER READING PROGRAM for all ages begins this
week. To register, visit https://carl.beanstack.org.

� The next FORT LEAVENWORTH STRAY FA-
CILITY VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION for new vol-
unteers and anyone interested in how they can get
involved with FLSF is 10-10:30 a.m. June 13 at 510
Organ Ave.

� The next BLOOD DRIVE is 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
June 15 at Frontier Chapel. Call 1-800-RED
CROSS/733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org and

enter “Fort Leavenworth” to schedule an appointment.

� The ARTS AND CRAFTS STUDIO OFFERS
CLASSES and activities for all ages, to include birth-
day and special event parties. Classes fill up fast, so call
913-684-3373 or drop by at 310 McPherson Ave. to
register. See class calendars for June and July on page
B3.

� HANCOCK OUTDOOR POOL is open for the
season. For more information, visit https://leaven-
worth.armymwr.com/view-event/outdoor-pool-
info/7282639/89843.

AT A GLANCE

Vietnam-era Army nurse honored with
Order of Military Medical Merit

by Christina Yager/Munson Army
Health Center Public Affairs Officer

She once flew on helicopters
into combat zones where few
nurses dared to go, treating the
wounded on the bleeding edge of
the Vietnam War.

More than five decades later,
retired Lt. Col. Susan Backs — her
body bearing the weight of
Parkinson's Disease — rose from
her wheelchair, and was escorted
to the front of the room to accept
one of Army Medicine's highest
honors, proving that the resilience
she carried into battle never left
her.

A long-time Leavenworth resi-
dent and retired Army Nurse

Corps Officer, Backs was pre-
sented with the Order of Military
Medical Merit during a ceremony
hosted by Munson Army Health
Center June 4 at Frontier Chapel.

Her Army career spanned 22
years on active duty, but her con-
tributions to the Army continued
even after her retirement in 1992
through her advocacy.

“Susan ended up places that
other nurses didn’t go to then —
out to compounds, out on heli-
copters and other places most of
us were not inclined to go,” said
retired Army nurse and ceremony
participant Elizabeth Fahey, who
served with Backs and traveled
from Springfield, Missouri, to at-
tend the ceremony.

Backs joined the Army in 1970
and volunteered to serve in the
Republic of North Vietnam at the
U.S. Army’s 24th Evacuation Hos-
pital from 1970 to 1971. Accord-
ing to U.S. Army records, the 24th
EVAC functioned as a major
trauma hub, receiving casualties
directly from battlefield MEDE-
VAC helicopters, treating
wounded U.S. service members,
Vietnamese civilians and enemy
prisoners of war.

Backs’ follow-on assignments
included the U.S. Army 5th Gen-
eral Hospital, Germany; Womack
Army Medical Center, Fort Bragg,

RIGHT: Retired Lt. Col. Susan Backs is presented with the Order of Military Medical Merit medal-
lion by Munson Army Health Center Deputy Commander for Nursing and fellow Order of Military
Medical Merit recipient Col. Gwendolyn O’Keefe during a ceremony June 4 at Frontier Chapel. The
Order of Military Medical Merit (O2M3) is a prestigious U.S. Army private organization established
in 1982 to recognize individuals who have made significant, sustained contributions to the Army
Medical Department. 

Photo by Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

SEE ORDER OF MILITARY MEDICAL
MERIT | A4

Permanent bronze bust added to 6888th monument

See page A6: A photographic tribute to the nation’s colors

Caleb Noll, general su-
perintendent with Julius
Kaaz Construction, seals
the newly placed bronze
bust of Battalion Com-
mander Lt. Col. Charity
Adams on the monument
honoring the all minority
female 6888th Central
Postal Directory Battal-
ion June 9 in the Buffalo
Soldier Commemorative
Area. 

The permanent bronze
bust replaces the tempo-
rary resin bust that was
installed on the monu-
ment for the dedication
in 2018. Production of
the bronze bust was hin-
dered due to the pan-
demic.

The resin bust will go on
display at the Richard
Allen Cultural Center in
Leavenworth, where a
panel from the monu-
ment is also on display.

Photo by Prudence Siebert/
Fort Leavenworth Lamp
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USDB adds plaque to Wall of Honor
at National Museum of U.S. Army

by retired Lt. Col. Peter Grande/U.S. Disciplinary
Barracks Historian

A unit tribute plaque for the U.S. Disci-
plinary Barracks was added to the Wall of
Honor at the National Museum of the
United States Army during a dedication
ceremony May 21 at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.
The ceremony took place 152 years after
Congress passed a law to establish a mili-
tary prison at Fort Leavenworth. The USDB
is one of the oldest organizations in the U.
S. Army Military Police Corps. The inclu-
sion of the USDB plaque was the culminat-
ing event of the USDB’s sesquicentennial
celebration, which took place in 2024 at
Fort Leavenworth.

The USDB tribute plaque was installed
along the Path of Remembrance walkway
leading to the museum entrance. The unit
tribute program is a donor recognition pro-
gram managed by the Army Historical
Foundation, the National Army Museum’s
non-profit organization.

At the ceremony last week, I welcomed
the group that consisted of current Army
corrections professionals, USDB staff, for-
mer USDB commandants, retired USDB
alumni, family members and American
Correctional Association leaders. I thanked
all who donated their time and resources to

preserving the storied history of the USDB
with this unit tribute plaque.

USDB Commandant Col. Douglas Cur-
tis’ remarks were read during the ceremony.

“From the stone walls of the original
‘Castle’ at Fort Leavenworth to the modern
facility that operates on the fort today, gen-
erations of soldiers and civilians have
served there with professionalism, compas-
sion and unwavering dedication to duty.
They carried out one of the Army’s most

difficult and least understood missions: en-
forcing military justice while preserving
human dignity and providing the opportu-
nity for retribution, rehabilitation and re-
entry,” Curtis’ said in his provided remarks.
“Equally important is the institution’s com-
mitment to rehabilitation and successful
reentry. The USDB’s education, vocational,
behavioral health and reintegration pro-
grams are second to none within military
corrections, designed to provide offenders
the greatest possible opportunity to return
to society as productive citizens. In doing
so, the USDB not only fulfills an obligation
of justice and stewardship, but also reduces
long-term strategic risk to the armed forces
and the communities to which these former
service members return.”

Brig. Gen. Sarah Albrycht, commanding
general of Army Corrections Command
and the provost marshal general of the
Army, said the USDB was born from a need
to reform and professionalize the way the
military handles corrections and discipline.

Years ago, Brig. Gen. Thomas F. Barr,
widely known as the “Father of the USDB,”
saw the dire conditions in which military
prisoners were held and advocated for a
single, humane and rehabilitative institu-
tion. His vision laid the groundwork for the
“Military Center for Corrections Excel-
lence” that we know today. The unit’s motto
perfectly encapsulates its purpose: “Our
Mission – Your Future.” It is not just a place
of confinement, but a place of real trans-

formation.  
Retired Maj. Gen. Mark Inch, former

USDB commandant, ACC commanding
general and provost marshal general, spoke
about the role the USDB plays not only in
the military, but in society. 

The National Museum of the United
States Army is for everyone in the nation to
come see, celebrate and remember the sym-
bols of what the Army has done for the na-
tion. The USDB plaque does this for
corrections professionals. The soldiers, men
and women who have passed and those
who continue to serve at the USDB are now
represented there among other great Army
units. The history of military corrections is
so deeply engrained with the American
Correctional Association, dating back to
1870s and setting the standards and profes-
sionalism among corrections professionals.
Service members who made the worst mis-
takes are all confined in one social environ-
ment where they conform under the
leadership of the USDB officers and NCOs,
who provide discipline, training, rehabili-
tation and education to set them up for
success in society upon their release. 

Additionally, the officers and NCOs who
are trained at the USDB are needed by the
Army to go forward when necessary to en-
sure strategic success. It has been shown
what a difference having USDB correc-
tional professionals meant at Guantanamo

Photo by Jane Davies/Retired Military Police Officer Association

Brig. Gen. Sarah Albrycht, commanding general of Army Corrections Command and the provost marshal general of the Army, and retired Lt. Col. Peter Grande, U.S.
Disciplinary Barracks historian and former USDB chief of staff, unveil a plaque honoring the USDB on the Wall of Honor outside the National Museum of the United
States Army May 21 at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

HISTORY 
COMMENTARY

SEE USDB PLAQUE DEDICATION | A5

Photo of USDB unit tribute plaque by Jane Davies/Retired
Military Police Officer Association

LEFT: Retired Maj. Gen.
Mark Inch, former U.S.
Disciplinary Barracks
commandant, Army Cor-
rections Command com-
manding general and
provost marshal general,
speaks about the role
the USDB plays not only
in the military, but in so-
ciety during a USDB trib-
ute plaque ceremony
May 21 at Fort Belvoir,
Virginia.

Photo by Jane Davies/Retired Military
Police Officer Association
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Pilot to perform festival flyover in WWII plane

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

ABOVE: Judy Bauer poses with Dean Moburg’s World War II Boeing B75NI Stearman plane while learning more
about the plane’s history from Moburg June 9 at Sherman Army Airfield. Later this month, the Stearman will
be used in a flyover during the Buffalo Bill Wild West and Military History Festival, for which Bauer serves as
serves as co-organizer with Denise Souza, Leavenworth County Historical Society. Moburg will perform the
flyover at noon June 27 and will make several passes over Cherokee Street and the surrounding area in Leav-
enworth. For information about the festival, visit https://leavenworthhistory.org/buffalo-bill-wild-west-mil-
itary-history-festival/.

LEFT: Nancy Moburg looks at her husband Dean Moburg as they pose for photos with their 1942 Stearman
to help promote the upcoming Buffalo Bill Wild West and Military History Festival June 9 at Sherman Army
Airfield. The Moburgs, with Dean as pilot and Nancy riding along, will perform a flyover in the World War II-
era plane at noon June 27 during the history festival in downtown Leavenworth. Moburg, who is a Medical
Corps veteran, also performed a flyover for the 2025 Leavenworth County Veterans Day Parade when the gov-
ernment shutdown precluded military participation.

LEFT: Pilot Dean Moburg talks with Judy Bauer, Buffalo Bill Wild West and Mil-
itary History Festival co-organizer, and Jennifer Davoren, Leavenworth Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau tourism services and community relations
coordinator, about his World War II Boeing B75NI Stearman plane June 9 at
Sherman Army Airfield. Moburg will perform a flyover for the festival in the
1942 plane at noon June 27 and will make several passes over Cherokee Street
and the surrounding area in Leavenworth. While sharing history tidbits about
the Stearman — such as that it was used by both the Army and Navy for train-
ing WWII pilots — as well as tales of his personal experiences in the plane — in-
cluding that his face got so cold during the Veterans Day flight that he had
difficulty talking — Moburg told those gathered to see his plane that he named
it “Nelle” using his ex-wife’s least favorite nickname.

Fort Leavenworth will have various representation at the Buffalo Bill Wild West
and Military History Festival June 26 and 27. K-9 teams from the 67th Military
Police (Military Working Dog) Detachment will be giving demonstrations, Leav-
enworth High School Junior ROTC cadets will provide a color guard and rifle
team demonstrations, riders with the Fort Leavenworth Hunt will be staged in
the festival area, the 35th Infantry Division Band will be performing a concert,
military vehicles will be on display, and more. For information about the festi-
val, visit https://leavenworthhistory.org/buffalo-bill-wild-west-military-his-
tory-festival/.
Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp



Appointment screening questions help
MAHC care teams prepare for patient visits

THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2026     FORT LEAVENWORTH LAMPA4

Order of Military Medical Merit (continued from Page A1)

North Carolina; and Fitzsim-
mons Army Medical Center,
Aurora, Colorado.

After a staff tour as a
nurse plans officer at U.S.
Army Headquarters, Wash-
ington, D.C., Backs returned
to school in 1983 to earn a
master’s degree in nursing
administration from the
University of Texas, and in
1984 she came to Fort Leav-
enworth as one of three
nurses Armywide to earn a
seat at the Command and
General Staff College.

In 1985 she stepped away
from patient care and health-
care administration to lead a
team recruiting the next gen-
eration of Army nurses.
Backs said that recruiting in
the aftermath of the Viet-
nam-era was not without its
challenges at U.S. Army First
Recruiting Command, Fort
Meade, Maryland, but she
and her team exceeded the
recruiting goals of the Army.

Since retiring from the
Army in 1992, Backs spent
many years supporting the
military community through
education, mentorship and
preservation of Army med-
ical history. Backs has dedi-
cated her post-military years
to sharing the experiences of
Army medical personnel
who cared for wounded serv-
ice members during
wartime.

She remained active par-
ticipating in military history
lectures, veteran storytelling
projects and community
outreach programs, helping
younger generations better
understand the sacrifices and
resilience of Army nurses
during the Vietnam War.

Through speaking en-
gagements and interviews,
she has helped preserve the
legacy of Army Medicine
while honoring the service of
military medical profession-
als and women veterans.

“Her continued advocacy
and willingness to share her
experiences have helped
strengthen public awareness
of the important role Army
nurses have played in caring
for soldiers both in combat
and throughout military his-
tory,” said Col. Jolanda L.J.
Walker, Munson Army
Health Center director, who
welcomed Backs and guests.
“We are so very proud to be
part of this ceremony today
and to present this award to
Lieutenant Colonel Backs.”

Backs received her Order
of Military Medical Merit
(O2M3) medallion from fel-
low Army nurse and O2M3
recipient Col. Gwendolyn
O’Keefe, MAHC's deputy
commander for nursing.

The Order of Military
Medical Merit is a prestigious
U.S. Army private organiza-
tion established in 1982 to
recognize individuals who
have made significant, sus-
tained contributions to the
Army Medical Department.
It honors personnel who
demonstrate the highest
standards of integrity, moral
character and professional
competence.

To receive the award, can-
didates must be nominated
by an existing member. It is
open to active-duty, Reserve,
retired and civilian AMEDD
members who have served at
least 15 years with dedication
and selflessness.

Photo by Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

ABOVE: Staff Sgt. Ednita Alonzo, Medical Depart-
ment Activity, adjusts the microphone as retired Lt.
Col. Paul Backs assists his wife, retired Lt. Col. Susan
Backs, from her wheelchair to the lectern after she
received the Order of Military Medical Merit during a
ceremony hosted by Munson Army Health Center
June 4 at Frontier Chapel. Susan Backs’ Army career
spanned 22 years on active duty beginning in 1970,
but her contributions to the Army continued after her
retirement in 1992 through her advocacy.

LEFT: Retired Lt. Col. Susan Backs joined the Army in
1970 and volunteered to serve in the Republic of
North Vietnam at the U.S. Army’s 24th Evacuation
Hospital from 1970 to 1971. According to U.S. Army
records, the 24th EVAC functioned as a major trauma
hub, receiving casualties directly from battlefield
MEDEVAC helicopters, treating wounded U.S. service
members, Vietnamese civilians and enemy prisoners
of war.

Submitted photo

by Christina Yager/Munson
Army Health Center Public Af-
fairs Officer

What may seem like a
simple question during a
phone call to schedule a
medical appointment can
actually play an important
role in helping healthcare
teams prepare to care for
patients before they even
arrive for their medical ap-
pointment.

That topic became part
of a broader conversation
during Munson Army
Health Center’s Patient and
Family Partnership Coun-
cil meeting June 5, where a
council member asked
about the medical screen-
ing questions patients
might be asked when call-
ing the appointment line.
The discussion provided
healthcare leaders with an
opportunity to explain why
appointment clerks ask de-
tailed questions and how
the information directly
supports patient care and
safety.

MAHC officials ex-
plained that appointment
clerks follow a standardized
screening protocol devel-
oped by the Department of
Primary Care to help ensure
patients receive the right
care, at the right time, with
the appropriate resources
available to support their
visit.

While some callers may
feel certain questions are
personal, healthcare staff
emphasize the questions are
purposeful, directly tied to
patient care and safety, and
are protected under the
Health Insurance Portabil-
ity and Accountability Act.

“We appreciate the
council member for bring-

ing forward the question
and giving us the opportu-
nity to explain the process,”
said Tim Stevens, MAHC’s
deputy to the director for
quality and safety, and
PFPC chairman. “Once we
discussed why the questions
are asked, the explanation
made perfect sense to the
patient and other council
members and helped them
feel more comfortable with
their care. We value oppor-
tunities like this because
there are likely other pa-
tients who may share simi-
lar concerns or questions.”

The information pa-
tients provide during ap-
pointment scheduling helps
care teams better under-
stand the nature of the con-
cern before the patient
arrives. In many cases, those
details help determine
whether a patient should be
scheduled for an acute ap-
pointment, routine care,
preventive service or re-
ferred for more urgent eval-
uation.

The screening process
also allows healthcare teams
to prepare appropriately for
appointments by coordi-

nating staffing, equipment,
laboratory services, imaging
support or specialty re-
sources that might be
needed during the visit.

“Sometimes patients
may not realize how much
coordination happens be-
hind the scenes before an
appointment even begins,”
said Kelsi McCool, a regis-
tered nurse in MAHC’s De-
partment of Primary Care
and PFPC representative.
“The more information a
patient can provide during
scheduling, the better pre-
pared the care team can be

to support them when they
arrive.”

Officials noted that ap-
pointment clerks are not di-
agnosing medical
conditions but instead
gathering information
using an established proto-
col designed by clinical
leaders to support efficient
and safe patient care deliv-
ery.

Healthcare scheduling
systems across military and
civilian medicine com-
monly use symptom-based
screening questions to im-
prove appointment accu-

racy, reduce delays in care
and help identify concerns
that might require more
immediate medical atten-
tion.

The Patient and Family
Partnership Council serves
as an opportunity for pa-
tients, family members and
healthcare leaders to discuss
concerns, share feedback
and improve the patient ex-
perience across the organi-
zation.

Photo by Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

Munson Army Health Center Deputy to the Director for Quality and Safety Tim Stevens talks with members of MAHC’s Patient and Fam-
ily Partnership Council during a working lunch June 5 at MAHC. The Patient and Family Partnership Council serves as an opportunity for
patients, family members and healthcare leaders to discuss concerns, share feedback and improve the patient experience across the or-
ganization.



Combined graduation ceremony
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Photos by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs

ABOVE: Student speaker Lorelei Mathys thanks her friends and fam-
ily for their support while she pursued her associate’s degree from
Barton Community College during the Fort Leavenworth Combined
Civilian Education Commencement Ceremony June 4 in Eisenhower
Auditorium at the Lewis and Clark Center.

Elaine Simmons, vice-president of instruction at Barton Community
College, delivered the commencement address. During her remarks,
Simmons praised the dedication and tenacity of the graduates to
complete their degrees and challenged each graduate to continue
growing.

LEFT:     Mohammed Alotaabi receives his master of science degree
in administration from Central Michigan University from Joel Heath,
assistant director of military and veteran relations for Central Michi-
gan University, during the Fort Leavenworth Combined Civilian Edu-
cation Commencement Ceremony June 4 in Eisenhower Auditorium.

Nineteen students were recognized and awarded their degrees dur-
ing the ceremony, which was hosted by the Army Education Center.
Graduates received their associate, bachelor’s or master’s degrees
or certificates from Barton Community College, Central Michigan
University and American Military University.

Barton Community Col-
lege degree recipients
listen to the commence-
ment address during the
Fort Leavenworth Com-
bined Civilian Education
Commencement Cere-
mony June 4 in Eisen-
hower Auditorium.

Nineteen students were
recognized and awarded
their degrees during the
ceremony, which was
hosted by the Army Edu-
cation Center. Graduates
included associate’s,
bachelor’s and master’s
degrees and certificate
recipients from Barton
Community College,
Central Michigan Univer-
sity and American Mili-
tary University.

Photo by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leaven-
worth Garrison Public Affairs

USDB plaque dedication (continued from Page A2)

Bay, Cuba; Afghanistan; and Iraq.
In 1971, the USDB adopted the motto,

“Our Mission – Your Future.” This motto
symbolizes the can-do attitude, the spirit of
team work and the philosophy of the
USDB. The entire custodial staff provides
individualized treatment to inmates to pre-
pare them for a self-reliant, trustworthy and
respectable future. 

We reflect on the past only to build for
the future. We emphasize behavior, educa-
tion, vocational skills and a chance to
choose. We emphasize the positive, not the
negative. We focus on participation, not
punishment; restoration, not retribution;
on privileges, not privation; and on part-
nership and progress, not isolation and hu-
miliation. Discipline is necessary to
maintain order, for without order, nothing
can be learned, and without knowledge,
there is no hope for a new and brighter day.
We accept the principle that a man has a
right for a new start in life.

On Jan. 18, 1971, Col. F.E. Payne, USDB
commandant, concurred with the recom-
mended design of a distinctive insignia for
the USDB. This design incorporated the
motto, “Our Mission – Your Future,” which
was recommended by Maj. Charles A.
Hines, Military Police Corps, a student at
the Command and General Staff College in
1970-1971. On Feb. 12, 1971, Maj. Gen.
Lloyd B. Ramsey, the provost marshal gen-
eral, approved the design. Upon design
completion by the Institute of Heraldry, it

was fielded on March 1, 1972.
The USDB Distinctive Unit Insignia is a

gold color metal and enamel device that
consists of a gold sun on a blue enamel area
with nine gold rays radiating upward and
surmounted vertically overall by a gold
sword between the green enamel post oak
leaves, vertical with stems conjoined in bot-
tom below pommel, all between two white
enamel columns at the sides and the two
end enamel scrolls above and below the
columns, the upper scroll surmounting the
rays and the sword inscribed, “Our Mis-
sion,” and the lower scroll inscribed “Your
Future,” all in gold letters.

The sun on the USDB Distinctive Unit
Insignia symbolizes authority, healing,
knowledge and a new beginning represent-
ing the overall mission of the organization.
The sword denotes all military personnel.
The oak leaves and columns refer to mili-
tary and civilian stability in rehabilitation.
The columns and inscribed scroll simulate
a doorway and allude to the custodial guid-
ance of the unit.

The National Museum of the United
States Army is owned and operated by the
U.S. Army and is open daily with free ad-
mission. For more information visit
www.theNMUSA.org. For more information
about the Unit Tribute Program, visit
www.armyhistory.org.



Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

ABOVE: Evan Ting hangs a flag in front of his home on Hancock Avenue Sept. 13,
2001, mirroring the spirit of his neighbors. Many homes on post displayed the
symbol of American pride and unity after the terrorism attacks in New York and
Washington, D.C., Sept. 11, 2001.
BELOW: A Command and General Staff College student ascends the stairs in Bell
Hall following the Sept. 11 commemoration ceremony on Abrams Loop in 2002.
Bell Hall was replaced by the Lewis and Clark Center in 2007, with the area in
front of the CGSC building again known as Abrams Loop.

June
14thU.S. Army’s 251st birthday

coincides with national holiday
that celebrates ‘Old Glory’

from the lamp

ArchivesImages published over
the years in the Fort
Leavenworth Lamp 

Flag Day
THIS PHOTO: The nations colors fly above the Grant Gate access-control
point after a plaque dedication ceremony Jan. 5, 2016. The plaque,
mounted on a stand below the flagpole, states “This flagpole honors
those men and women who work every day to maintain this post, service
its customers and keep it the ‘best hometown in the Army.’”

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

LEFT: Class President
Lt. Col. G. Wayne Sur-
rett, student in the
2017-18 Command and
General Staff Officer
Course, enters the
stage to post the U.S.
colors in the annual
Command and Gen-
eral Staff College
opening day flag cere-
mony Aug. 14, 2017, at
the Lewis and Clark
Center. The beginning
of each new CGSOC
schoolyear is signified
by the posting of the
colors, with the U.S.
flag being followed by
those of the countries
represented by inter-
national military stu-
dents in the class.

Photo by Prudence Siebert/
Fort Leavenworth Lamp

ABOVE: Members of Girl
Scout Troop 5413, assisted by
Department of the Army Po-
lice, fold the garrison flag for
retreat March 14, 2006, out-
side Bell Hall. Troop 5413,
comprised of girls in fourth
through sixth grades from all
three post elementary
schools, marked the Girl
Scouts' 94th birthday on
March 12, 2006, and helped
with retreat during Girl Scout
Week.

LEFT: Then-Garrison Com-
mander Col. Wayne Green ad-
dresses the crowd assembled
to commemorate the Sept. 11
anniversary Sept. 11, 2011, at
the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Memorial Park in Leaven-
worth.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/
Fort Leavenworth Lamp

A photographic tribute
to the Stars and Stripes
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Flag Day (continued from Page A6)

Importance,
history of
Flag Day

by Cody Spoon/Anniston Army Depot Public Affairs Of-
fice

ANNISTON ARMY DEPOT, Alabama (June 10,
2021) — The flag represents a living country and
is itself considered a living thing, according to the
official Flag Code.

On June 14, 1885, Wisconsin school teacher
Bernard Cigrand originated the idea for an annual
observance to be celebrated across the country. He
lobbied year after year in an attempt to have an of-
ficial National Flag Day established by the U.S. gov-
ernment.

In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson declared
June 14 as Flag Day. In 1937, Pennsylvania was the
first state to observe the day as a legal holiday. It
wasn’t until Aug. 3, 1949, that Congress designated
June 14 as National Flag Day, which is celebrated in
correlation with the U.S. Army’s birthday.

Though not an official holiday across the spec-
trum, Flag Day is important on many different lev-
els.

Flag Day is often celebrated with parades, visit-
ing cemeteries, ceremonies and more. 

And there is flag etiquette.
The flag should never touch anything beneath

it, such as the ground, the floor, water or mer-
chandise.

Many veteran service organizations use Flag
Day to properly retire and dispose of old or worn
American flags. In order to follow official Flag
Code etiquette for retiring and disposing of an
American flag, the flag must go through a cere-
mony followed by the burning of the flag. Accord-
ing to a resolution by the American Legion in 1937,
the approved method of disposing of unservice-
able flags has long been that they be destroyed by
burning.

Per U.S. Army Regulation 840-10, Chapter Two,
Section Two, only one flag of the United States will
be flown at one time at any continental U.S. Army
installation, except as authorized by the installa-
tion commander.

Raising the flag is referred to as reveille, and
lowering the flag is known as retreat. 

Army Regulation 600-25 states, “civilians and
soldiers not in uniform will stand at attention, face
the flag or music and place their hands over their
hearts when reveille and retreat occur.”

Boy Scouts Jonathan
Bochtler from Troop
1018, Jon Ranieri from
Troop 400, Cub Scouts
Mathew Hall from Pack
3169 and Josh Schatzel
from Pack 1 place a large
flag filled with smaller
flags into the flag retire-
ment pyre during the
Community Flag Retire-
ment Ceremony Sept. 10,
2011, at the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Memorial
Park on the corner of 6th
Avenue and Cherokee
Street in Leavenworth.
The ceremony was a
partnership between
Leavenworth VFW Post
56 and Fort Leavenworth
Boy Scout (now Scouts
BSA) Troop 366. More
than 1,500 flags were re-
tired during the cere-
mony. 

Photo by Amy Drummond/
Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Cpl. Raymond Emry, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Combined Arms Center, shows his
support with other community members holding flags along Grant Avenue as the funeral procession
for Pfc. Cale Miller passes June 6, 2012, en route to the Fort Leavenworth National Cemetery. Miller,
of Overland Park, Kansas, was killed May 24, 2012, while serving in Afghanistan with 4th Battalion,
23rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Washington.

ABOVE: Members of the Leavenworth High School
Junior ROTC and Fort Leavenworth community line
the walkways outside Main Post Chapel as mourners
enter for Col. Thomas Felts' memorial service Nov. 17,
2006. Felts, who was a fellow in the Advanced Oper-
ational Art Fellowship Program at the School of Ad-
vanced Military Studies, was killed in 2006 by an
improvised explosive device while serving as a mili-
tary transition team chief in Baghdad, Iraq.

RIGHT: Maj. Chris Albus salutes the flag as Martin
Luther King Jr. commemorative marchers, led by the
Fort Leavenworth Fire Department Honor Guard, turn
toward Bell Hall Jan. 15, 2004.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp
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Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Lt. Col. Christopher C. McGarry, Department of Joint,
Interagency and Multinational Operations instructor
at the Command and General Staff College, carries
the nation’s colors as he rides Karen Hayes’ Irish
sport horse Bree with the Fort Leavenworth Hunt in
the Veterans Day parade Nov. 11, 2016, in downtown
Leavenworth.
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Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

ABOVE: Retired Col. Ron Sheldon, VFW Post 56 Riders, studies a memorial bearing the names of fallen serv-
ice members near a flag memorial representing 279 fallen service members after the Run for the Fallen Sept.
6, 2014, outside the Resiliency Center. The memorialized service members with Fort Leavenworth ties died in
action, of illness, by accident, suicide or homicide.
RIGHT: Eisenhower Elementary School kindergartners Gabriel Miller and Sarah Hedberg show respect as the
Patton Singers lead students from all post schools in the national anthem and the Leavenworth High School
Junior ROTC Color Guard posts the colors during the Freedom Walk Sept. 9, 2011, at Normandy Field.

LEFT: With the nation’s
colors held aloft, Sgt. 1st
Class Julian Galaz, Head-
quarters and Headquar-
ters Company, Joint
Regional Correctional Fa-
cility, 705th Military
Police Battalion (Deten-
tion), runs in front of the
Old U.S. Disciplinary Bar-
racks during the Great
Escape Run Aug. 13,
2016. Galaz, who led the
local Wear Blue: Run to
Remember running
group, said he was run-
ning in memory of 16 sol-
diers he knew who were
killed while deployed to
Afghanistan in 2009 and
2012.

BELOW: MacArthur Ele-
mentary School students
wave the colors during
the singing of "This Is
America" for an assem-
bly celebrating the Na-
tional Anthem Project
and proclaiming Fort
Leavenworth an All-Star
City May 20, 2008, in
Eisenhower Auditorium.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/
Fort Leavenworth Lamp

ABOVE: NCOIC Staff Sgt. Darren
Wood, 526th Military Police Com-
pany, 40th MP Internment and Re-
settlement Battalion, salutes as
Spc. Ricardo Puga, 256th MP Com-
pany, 40th, and Spc. Jonathan
Manders, Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company, 40th, display
the nation's colors during honors
for 2nd Lt. Verne Gibb, who was
killed in action in 1945 but whose
remains were not found and iden-
tified until recently, April 23, 2014,
at the Fort Leavenworth National
Cemetery committal shelter. The
flag was refolded and presented to
Gibb's family during the service.

RIGHT: Members of the Fort Leav-
enworth and Leavenworth Fire De-
partments roll up a
20-foot-by-30-foot flag as LFD
Driver/Operator Jefferson Boor
lowers the flag from the platform
after the Unified School District
207 Freedom Walk Sept. 11, 2024.
The flag was hung about 70 feet in
the air as a backdrop to the annual
ceremony that commemorates the
events of Sept. 11, 2001. 
Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Photo by Stephanie Hathaway/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office

ABOVE: Museum Specialist Megan Hunter unfolds the 34-star flag in the museum's collection
kept in flat storage April 17, 2025, at the Frontier Army Museum.
LEFT: Three-year-old Cale waves a flag upon being reunited with his father, Staff Sgt. Nathan
Thornton, after a brief redeployment ceremony for the 256th Military Police Company, 40th
MP Detention Battalion, May 1, 2016, at the Tactical Equipment Maintenance Facility. The
256th had been deployed to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for nine months. Thornton was also
greeted by his wife, Stephanie, and 5-month-old baby, Gray. 

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp



Photos by Prudence Siebert/
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Available 
for adoption

Pet of the Week: Hunter
Hunter is an adult male tabby available
for adoption at the Fort Leavenworth
Stray Facility. He has already been
neutered, microchipped and vacci-
nated. 

The fee to adopt a cat is $100. Military
affiliation is not required to adopt from
the Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility.

E-mail fortleavenworthstrayfacility
@gmail.com for an adoption applica-
tion or submit an adoption application
online at https://new.shelterluv.com/
matchme/adopt/FLSF/Cat.

The Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, at
510 Organ Ave., is open noon to 3 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday and by appoint-
ment. 

Call 913-335-0788 for an appointment
or more information. Visit
https://www.petfinder.com/mem-

ber/us/ks/fort-leavenworth/fort-leav-
enworth-stray-facility-ks174/ for
adoptable pet profiles.

Volunteers are needed to help cover
pet care shifts, walk dogs, clean ken-
nels and more. Foster homes for adopt-
able pets are also needed.

The next Fort Leavenworth Stray Facil-
ity volunteer orientation for new volun-
teers is 10-10:30 a.m. June 13 at 510
Organ Ave. The session is open to any-
one interested in learning how they can
get involved with FLSF.

To apply to volunteer with the Fort
Leavenworth Stray Facility, visit
https://vmis.armyfamilywebportal.
com/, enter ZIP code 66027, then
search for “stray animal facility.”

by Kansas City Kansas Community College
Press Release

Kansas City Kansas Community Col-
lege is hosting a Bank Readiness Event
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. June 15 at the Dr.
Thomas R. Burke Technical Education
Center, 6565 State Ave. in Kansas City,
Kansas.

The workshop is part of CEED to Suc-
cess, a national pilot program designed to
expand entrepreneurship and business fi-
nancing education for underserved
founders, with a focus on veteran-,
women- and minority-owned businesses.

Through this initiative, KCKCC is
partnering with Baker Hill, the program’s
founder, and the National Association for
Community College Entrepreneurship
(NACCE) to bring these resources to the
local community.

Individuals who are interested can reg-
ister for the free workshop at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bank-
readiness-event-tickets-1989400756215
?aff=oddtdtcreator.

“At KCKCC, we are committed to cre-
ating pathways for aspiring entrepreneurs,
particularly those from historically un-
derserved communities, to access the
knowledge, relationships and resources
needed to secure capital, build sustainable
businesses and thrive in today’s economy,”
said Sarah Beth Webb, director of entre-
preneurship education at KCKCC.

The workshop brings together entre-
preneurs, lenders and economic develop-
ment experts to help attendees navigate
the funding landscape. Programming in-

cludes an overview of resources for
Kansas City entrepreneurs and a financ-
ing fundamentals presentation led by Ar-
vest Bank.

“Too often, entrepreneurs are told to
‘get bankable’ without ever being shown
what that actually means,” said Jorge
Soberón-Hernández, senior vice presi-
dent and community development mar-
ket manager at Arvest Bank. “Through
CEED, we have an opportunity to demys-
tify the lending process, answer real ques-
tions, and help founders understand how
to position their businesses for capital ac-
cess and long-term growth. When finan-
cial institutions show up early as
educators and partners, not just lenders,
the entire small business ecosystem gets
stronger.”

The importance of this effort is re-
flected in the broader small business land-
scape. Recent U.S. Census data show that
women-owned and minority-owned
firms each represent more than one in five
employer businesses nationwide, while
veteran-owned businesses remain a sig-
nificant force in communities across the
country. As these entrepreneurs continue
to grow their economic impact, initiatives
like CEED to Success help ensure they
also have clearer pathways to the financ-
ing knowledge, relationships and re-
sources needed to scale.

For more information, visit
www.nacce.com or contact Penny Spehar
with Baker Hill at penny.spehar@baker-
hill.com.
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KCKCC hosting free workshop June 15
connecting local entrepreneurs with

lenders, business development experts
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MUNSON NOTES
 

� Munson Army Health Center WILL BE
CLOSED JUNE 19 IN OBSERVANCE OF
THE JUNETEENTH federal holiday. After
hours and on federal holidays, beneficiaries
can call the MHS Nurse Advice Line at 1-800-
TRICARE (874-2273). Nursing staff who sup-
port the NAL phone lines can assist
beneficiaries with non-life-threatening med-
ical concerns and provide further guidance.
Beneficiaries experiencing a medical emer-
gency, such a severe shortness of breath or dif-
ficulty breathing, should call 911.

� Munson Army Health Center is now book-
ing SCHOOL PHYSICALS for STUDENTS
ENTERING PRE-KINDERGARTEN OR
KINDERGARTEN in KANSAS for the first
time. Scheduling early helps ensure your child
is ready for the school year and avoids the
post-PCS season rush. Who needs a physical?
Students ages 9 or younger who are new to
Kansas schools. Call 913-684-6250 to sched-
ule. (Note: Missouri schools only require
proof of immunization.) Sports physicals are
not yet available. If you are PCSing out of
state, wait to schedule your physical until you
arrive at your new duty station, as require-
ments vary by state.

� In the event a TORNADO WARNING is
issued on Fort Leavenworth, and the order is
given to take shelter, Munson Army Health
Center staff will evacuate patients and visitors
to the basement level for their safety. MAHC,
at 550 Pope Ave., as well as the Lewis and
Clark Center on Stimson Avenue and the Sin-
gle Soldier Quarters on Cody Road, are
opened to the public as STORM SHELTERS
during tornado watches. In the event a tor-
nado watch is activated after duty hours, Med-
ical Department Activity personnel will open
the health center for those needing shelter and
remain open until all watches or warnings are
lifted.

� Munson Army Health Center offers CAR
SEAT SAFETY CHECKS by appointment to
help give you peace of mind every time you hit
the road. Our trained staff will walk you
through proper installation, answer your ques-
tions and ensure your child is riding as safely
as possible. Appointments take just 15–20
minutes. Call 913-684-6604 to schedule.   

� The MUNSON ARMY HEALTH CEN-
TER PATIENT AND FAMILY PARTNER-
SHIP COUNCIL meets quarterly at MAHC.
The PFPC captures voices and insights of pa-
tients and families to improve the patient care
experience. The council is composed of volun-
teers who represent the interests of patients
who receive care from MAHC. Volunteers can
be active-duty, active-duty family member, re-
tirees or retiree family members. Call 913-684-
6211 or e-mail usarmy.leavenworth.
medcom-mahc.mbx.patient-advocate@
health.mil if interested in participating.

� After hours and on federal holidays, ben-
eficiaries can call the MHS NURSE  ADVICE
LINE at 1-800-TRICARE (874-2273). Nursing
staff who support the NAL phone lines can as-
sist beneficiaries with non-life-threatening
medical concerns and provide further guid-
ance. Beneficiaries experiencing a MEDICAL
EMERGENCY, such as severe shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing, should call 911.

� It is important that military families new
to the Fort Leavenworth community ESTAB-
LISH A NEW PRIMARY CARE MANAGER for
their health care needs. Munson Army Health
Center offers a wide range of primary care
providers to choose from for personalized care
at a convenient on-post location. Once your
new address is established in DEERS, call 1-888-
TRIWEST (874-9378) and follow the prompts
to establish a primary care manager at MAHC.
Learn more about services at munson.tri-
care.mil.

� Service members, retirees, family mem-
bers and Department of Defense federal em-
ployees on Fort Leavenworth are ELIGIBLE TO
USE THE ARMED FORCES WELLNESS CEN-
TER FOR FREE. 

MUNSON
NOTICES
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Photo by Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

Munson Army Health Center Director Col. Jolanda L.J. Walker passes the Medical Company guidon to Capt.
Nichalas Snyder during a change of command ceremony June 3 at Frontier Chapel. Snyder assumed company
commander duties from Capt. Andrew Ingalls, who is transferring to his next duty assignment later this sum-
mer.

Medical Company
change of command


