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Afaisen named Fort
Leavenworth AFI

Military Spouse of Year

by Armed Forces Insurance press release

Following hundreds of nominations na-
tionwide and a national vote yielding more
than 20,000 votes, Vince Afaisen has been
named the 2024 Armed Forces Insurance
Fort Leavenworth Spouse of the Year.
Afaisen is currently stationed with his hus-
band, Maj. Brandt Murphy, at Fort Leaven-
worth.
In its 16th year, Armed Forces Insurance

continues to celebrate the commitment of

more than 1.1 million military spouses na-
tionwide and is honored to acknowledge
the remarkable contributions of military
spouses across all six branches of the
Armed Forces who dedicate themselves to
advocacy and produce significant, positive
impacts within their communities.
Afaisen is the 2nd Vice President of the

Fort Leavenworth Spouses’ Club and has
put on many events to bring the members
together. This includes connecting and

building relationships with Fort Leaven-
worth and local community organizations.
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Vince Afaisen, spouse of Maj. Brandt Murphy, serves as master of ceremonies,
narrating the Pride Month observance and making introductions, during the ob-
servance luncheon June 21, 2023, at the Frontier Conference Center. Afaisen, who
volunteers with several organizations on post, has been named Armed Forces In-
surance Fort Leavenworth Military Spouse of the Year. To learn more about
Afaisen and the AFI Military Spouse of the Year program, visit www.msoy.afi.org.

Recognized for community involvement,
inclusion, advocacy for volunteerism

FLFD conducts prescribed burn

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Fort Leavenworth Fire and Emergency Services Firefighters Justin Brady and Thomas Gonzales walk along a creek with a drip torch to set fire to dry, overgrown veg-
etation along Sherman Avenue during a prescribed burn of the area Feb. 21. The burn helps reduce potential fire fuel by eliminating the dead vegetation, and it makes
mowing and maintaining the areas easier. In addition to the small prescribed burns along Sherman Avenue, the Fort Leavenworth Fire Department, in cooperation
with Natural Resources, conducted a prescribed burn at Sherman Army Airfield as well. See page A3 for more photos from the burn.

SEE FORT LEAVENWORTH AFI MILITARY
SPOUSE OF YEAR | A3

� The “KEY ISSUES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA: AL-
LIES, PARTNERS AND CHINA” PANEL DISCUS-
SION is at 1 p.m. Feb. 23 in Arnold Conference Room
at the Lewis and Clark Center. See page B1 for more
information.

� Fort Leavenworth Thrift Store COMMUNITY
WELFARE GRANT APPLICATIONS are now avail-
able at the cashier's counter at the Thrift Shop from
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays and the second Saturday of the month at
1025 Sheridan Drive.  Deadline is Feb. 27.

� The KNOW YOUR WORLD: NIGERIA pres-
entation is at 3:45 p.m. Feb. 28 in Eisenhower Audi-
torium at the Lewis and Clark Center. See page A2 for
related story and more information.

� Munson Army Health Center will host an
American Red Cross BLOOD DRIVE from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. March 13 at the health center. Visit https://Red-
CrossBlood.org and search FortLeavenworth (one
word) to schedule a donation time.

� Scholarship application forms for the
MICHAELS ORGANIZATION EDUCATION
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP are available at the
Fort Leavenworth Frontier Heritage Communities of-
fice. See page B1 for more information. Application
deadline is April 15.

� Applications for the Poillon and other SCHOL-
ARSHIPS are available at the Army Education Cen-
ter, 120 Dickman Ave.
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Personal, professional enrichment found by volunteering
with Fort Leavenworth Sponsor Program

by David M. Bornn/International Mili-
tary Student Division, Command and
General Staff College

The Fort Leavenworth Interna-
tional Military Student Office
Field Studies Program is currently
recruiting military (O4 and
above) and civilians
(GS9/WG6/NAF4 and above) to
become local American ambassa-
dors to the international military
students invited to the United
States to attend the world-
renowned Command and General
Staff College.
Your personal experience, love

of culture and passion for friend-
ship are what make you a highly
qualified and capable candidate to
become a Fort Leavenworth spon-
sor. Your service as an interna-
tional military student’s sponsor
will be vital to the Department of
State and Department of Defense’
Security Cooperation programs
here at Fort Leavenworth and will
have impacts to our nation’s
strategic mission for generations
to come. This opportunity has
benefitted thousands of members
of the Fort Leavenworth commu-
nity, professionally building cul-
tural empathy and understanding,
as well as enhancing the families’
experience through relationships
created with international mili-
tary students and their families.
These relationships prove to be
mutually beneficial for many
decades after sponsoring and pro-
vide sponsors with friends around
the world.

2024-25 CGSCOC Class
There will be 130 international

military students from 104 coun-
tries from every combatant com-
mand attending the Command
and General Staff Officer Course
Class of 2025. The Department of
Defense and U.S. Army commits
to supporting these international
military students, and their au-
thorized accompanying family
members, through a formal U.S.
sponsor program executed by the
International Military Student Di-
vision Field Studies Program. This
robust sponsorship program,
unique to Fort Leavenworth, con-
sists of three sets of sponsors for
each international military stu-
dent and is considered the “gold
standard” of sponsor programs
across the Department of De-
fense.

3 sets of sponsors
The first set of sponsors in this

storied program is the “Fort Leav-
enworth Sponsor,” comprised of
uniformed military officers major
and above, civilians GS9 equiva-
lent and above, government con-
tract personnel and on-post
retirees. IMSD directly recruits,
trains, and manages the Fort Leav-
enworth Sponsors as part of the
Department of Defense-directed
Field Studies Program. 
There are two additional sets of

sponsors that round out the
“sponsor team” so our Fort Leav-
enworth volunteers in this pro-
gram will not be alone in this

opportunity. The program is sup-
ported by the organizations Oper-
ation International — a
committee of the Leavenworth-
Lansing Area Chamber of Com-
merce, which provides the local
civilian “Leavenworth/Lansing
Sponsors” — and the Greater
Kansas City Chapter of People to
People International, which pro-
vides the regional “Kansas City
Sponsors.”
This opportunity would re-

quire volunteers to support the in-
coming international military
students during their first month
at Fort Leavenworth when they
arrive in mid-June by helping in-
tegrate the international military
students into the post and the
local community with your spon-
sor team.
Sponsor volunteers would also

be a partner with the students,
as needed and when possible,
throughout the year they are
here. Volunteers would ensure
that the international military
students have a safe and
friendly atmosphere socially, as
well as be an example of the
American way of life while here
in the United States. During the
one year with the international
military student, sponsors will
attend one sponsor welcome
briefing in May to on-board
and provide all with the most
up-to-date information; one

sponsor team and international
military student integration ice-
breaker in July, which helps facili-
tate the meeting with all three
sponsor families and the interna-
tional military student (with fam-
ily, if present); one special event
from the following three (Fall
Food Fair international potluck
event in October, holiday dinner
dance/military formal event in
December, or the Spring Food
Fair international potluck event in
March); and a sponsor recogni-
tion event at the end of May.  Ad-
ditional events that sponsors are
invited to attend are the opening
day flag ceremony in August, the
five “Know Your World” cultural
engagements presented through-
out the school year, and the Inter-
national Badge Ceremony and
CGSOC graduation in June.

Lasting connections
Many sponsors and their fam-

ilies stay connected with their in-
ternational military student
beyond their time here in the
United States. Sponsor families

can create lifelong friendships that
provide impactful experiences for
generations after sponsoring. 
Sponsors are also recognized

for their service, and many of the
sponsors earn emeritus status,
with some exceeding 45 years of
sponsoring. They all started as a
Fort Leavenworth Sponsor while
on Active, Army Reserve and Na-
tional Guard duty and/or as a DA
civilian or DoD contractor. You
could be the next one!  
Please consider being a part of

the sponsorship family at Fort
Leavenworth this year.
Contact David M. Bornn Jr.,

IMSD Field Studies Program, at
913-684-7323 or david.m.
bornn.civ@army.mil if interested
in sponsoring, with any questions
about the Fort Leavenworth
Sponsor Program, or for more in-
formation about country avail-
ability and the process to become
a future U.S. Sponsor Ambassador
at Fort Leavenworth. 

international military student

COMMENTARY

Sponsor an 
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Spc. Anthony Santos, Religious Services Organiza-
tion, grabs a pie and whipped topping from a freezer
as he and volunteer Vince Afaisen, Fort Leavenworth
Spouses’ Club second vice president, assemble meal
trays Nov. 16, 2023, at the Fort Leavenworth Com-
missary. Afaisen, who volunteers with several post or-
ganizations, has been named Armed Forces Insurance
Fort Leavenworth Military Spouse of the Year.

Fort Leavenworth AFI Military Spouse of Year (continued from Page A1)
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FLFD conducts prescribed burn

He volunteers at a multitude of places
to include the Frontier Army Mu-
seum, Stronghold Food Pantry and
the Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility.
He is an advocate of being engaged
and helping, as well as inviting others
to do the same.
“An organization or community is

only as strong as the people that par-
ticipate in keeping it going, so I will
keep encouraging others to get in-
volved and build relationships,”
Afaisen said.
From Dec. 4, 2023, to January 26,

2024, community members nation-
wide submitted nominations for the
AFI Spouse of the Year award. Starting
at the base level and progressing to the

branch and then the overall Armed
Forces Insurance Military Spouse of
the Year, winners like Afaisen are cele-
brated for their military community
engagement, leadership, community
enhancement efforts, communication
skills and inspiring personal journeys. 
The ultimate Armed Forces Insur-

ance Military Spouse of the Year will
be announced May 9 during a special
luncheon in Arlington, Virginia, cele-
brating National Military Spouse Ap-
preciation Day.
“The Armed Forces Insurance Mil-

itary Spouse of the Year award tran-
scends a mere accolade; it represents a
vibrant and mission-driven network
of military spouse advocates and lead-

ers. As we've seen time and again,
unity is our greatest strength," said
Lori Simmons, vice president, chief
growth and marketing officer at
Armed Forces Insurance. “We are
thrilled to welcome the 2024 base win-
ners to the AFI MSOY family and
work alongside them to make an even
bigger impact."
Afaisen said branch Military

Spouses of the Year will be announced
Feb. 22 to narrow the field of base
winners before the the overall 2024
AFI Military Spouse of the Year is se-
lected.
To learn more about Afaisen and

the other base winners, visit
www.msoy.afi.org.
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Vince Afaisen, Armed Forces Insurance Fort Leavenworth Military Spouse of the Year, and fellow volunteer Al-
lison Burton listen to Monica Bassett, Stronghold Food Pantry founder and CEO, who was the 2022 AFI Army
Military Spouse of the Year, lead a volunteer orientation session for new and existing volunteers Feb. 21 in the
Armed Forces Bank conference room. Volunteers were given an overview of the organization and received a
tour of the pantry, which is located in the basement of Armed Forces Bank.  See next week’s issue of the Fort
Leavenworth Lamp for more information about Stronghold Food Pantry’s offerings to the community and vol-
unteering opportunities.

Fort Leavenworth Fire
and Emergency Services
Firefighter Justin Brady
uses a drip torch to set
fire to dead vegetation
as Firefighter Thomas
Gonzales points out
more areas that need lit
during a prescribed burn
Feb. 21 along Sherman
Avenue. The prescribed
burn helps reduce poten-
tial fire fuel by eliminat-
ing the dry, overgrown
vegetation, which also
makes the area easier to
mow and maintain. In ad-
dition to the small pre-
scribed burns along
Sherman Avenue, the
Fort Leavenworth Fire
Department, in coopera-
tion with Natural Re-
sources, conducted a
prescribed burn at Sher-
man Army Airfield as
well.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort
Leavenworth Lamp

ABOVE and LEFT: Fort Leavenworth Fire and Emergency Services Firefighter
Justin Brady uses a drip torch to set fire to dead vegetation along the roadway
during a prescribed burn of the area Feb. 21 off Sherman Avenue.



The Frontier Army Mu-
seum on Fort Leaven-
worth has partnered with
the Leavenworth Con-
vention and Visitors Bu-
reau for the CVB’s
“Explore Leavenworth:
Be a tourist in your own
backyard” program.

Visit all of the attrac-
tions listed on the pass-
port form, get the
passport form stamped
at each location, and
turn in the completed
passport to the Leaven-
worth CVB office for a
prize.

The passport program
goes through December
14, 2024. The following
day, completed passport
entries will be entered
into a drawing for a
chance to win a local
travel package valued at
more than $250.

Download a passport
form at http:// www.vis-
itleavenworthks.com/sit
es/default/files/fileat-
tachments/visitors_bu-
reau/page/18112/be_a_t
ourist_in_your_own_bac
kyard_2024_summer.pdf

Passport form graphics from the
Leavenworth Convention and Visitors

Bureau

Frontier Army Museum part of Explore Leavenworth: 
Be a tourist in your own backyard

by the Leavenworth Convention
and Visitors Bureau

The Leavenworth Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau
presents the “Be a tourist in
your own backyard” pass-
port.
Visit all of the attractions

listed and turn in the fin-
ished passport to the Leav-
enworth CVB office for a
prize, including a choice of
coffee mug, tumbler, organ-
izer and more. Limit one
entry per person per year.
Attractions listed on the

two-page passport form in-
clude the Carroll Mansion
and Museum, C.W. Parker
Carousel Museum, Richard
Allen Cultural Center, 1st
City Museum, Historial
Wayside Tour in Leaven-
worth and the Frontier
Army Museum on Fort
Leavenworth. The muse-
ums have a stamp they will
use on the form after the
visit.
Participants can take a

selfie by any of the numer-
ous murals, statues and his-
torical markers found all
over Leavenworth to com-
plete their passports, either
by uploading their photos
using the hashtag #Vis-
itLeavenworthKS or show-
ing the photos when
turning in their completed
passports.
All passport entries will

be entered into a drawing,
conducted Dec. 15, 2024,
for a chance to win a travel
package worth more than
$250, including a one-night
stay, breakfast, lunch and
dinner in Leavenworth.
Hotel stay winner must be
18 or older to win; however,
younger participants can
still win swag for the CVB.
Turn in completed pass-

port forms 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday to
the CVB at 100 N. 5th St.,
Suite #104, City Hall, in
Leavenworth. For more in-
formation, call 913-758-
2948, e-mail cvb@firstcity
.org or visit http://www.vis-
itleavenworthks.com/visi-
tors/page/be-tourist-your-o
wn-backyard. Download a
passport form at http://
www.visitleavenworthks.co
m/sites/default/files/fileat-
tachments/visitors_bu-
reau/page/18112/be_a_tour
ist_in_your_own_back-
yard_2024_summer.pdf
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Updated Fort Leavenworth 
recreation points of interest,

trail map available for download
Volunteers sought to help with trail improvements

Use the QR code at left to download the multi-use
trail map, which also features recreational points of
interest such as the dog parks and fishing lakes, and
a map of hunting areas, or visit https://
store.avenza.com/products/fort-leavenworth-trails-
fort-leavenworth-trail-keepers-map. The map, seen
below, can be made larger and turned for easier view-
ing with the downloaded file.

Join the Trail Keepers group on Facebook using the
QR code at right to learn more about volunteer op-
portunities to assist with trail improvements, sus-
tainability and maintenance.
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Pioneer Chapel, 500 Pope Avenue
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Light Reception Follows inside Pioneer Chapel
For Information Call 913.684.2210

POC: Chaplain (MAJ) Chris Weinrich
christopher.w.weinrich.mil@army.mil 
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Easter season services ongoing at chapels
Fort Leavenworth Lent and Holy Week services

Easter Sunrise Service, 7 a.m. March 31 at
Pioneer Chapel 

(Regular chapel schedule March 31)
Protestant Christian Services
Lenten Lunches, noon to 1 p.m. Feb. 28, March 6

and March 20 at Frontier Chapel, room 153

Good Friday service, CrossRoads Protestant
Community, 5 p.m. March 29 at Frontier Chapel

Multicultural Gospel Service
“Stir Up the Gifts,” African attire/potluck Sunday,

10 a.m. Feb. 25 at Pioneer Chapel
Catholic Services
Stations of the Cross, 5:30-7 p.m. Feb. 23, March

1, March 15 and March 22 at Pioneer Chapel

Holy Thursday Mass, 6 p.m. March 28 at Pioneer
Chapel

Good Friday service, 6 p.m. March 29 at Pioneer
Chapel

Easter Vigil Mass, 8 p.m. March 30 at Pioneer
Chapel

Easter Mass, 9:30 a.m. March 31 at Frontier
Chapel
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Pet of the Week

Loki is a 3-year-old tabby-and-white cat currently available for
adoption at the Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility. He has already
been spayed, vaccinated and microchipped, which are included
in his $75 adoption fee.

The Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, at 510 Organ Ave., is open
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and by appoint-
ment for pre-approved adopters. The facility is also open the sec-
ond Saturday of each month (March 9) from 9 a.m. to noon.

See www.FLSF.petfinder. com or call 913-684-4939 for more in-
formation, or e-mail fortleavenwortstrayfacility@ gmail.com for
an adoption application.

Volunteers are needed to help cover pet care shifts, walk dogs,
clean kennels and more. Foster homes for adoptable pets are also
needed. To apply to volunteer with the Fort Leavenworth Stray
Facility, enter ZIP code 66027, then search for “stray animal fa-
cility” at https://vmis.army familywebportal.com/.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp
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Post NotesPost Notes
B1

COMMUNITY

ASSISTANCE
GRANTS

FORT LEAVENWORTH THRIFT SHOP

Applications available at the Thrift Shop
1025 Sheridan Drive, Building 1049

GRANTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR
ELIGIBLE ORGANIZATIONS,

NOT INDIVIDUALS

APPLICATIONS MUST BE
COMPLETED AND RETURNED
TO THE THRIFT SHOP
BY FEBRUARY 27TH

Hours of Operation:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

from 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM

https://home.army.mil/leavenworth/application/files/78
16/3284/5772/Fort_Leavenworth_SLO_Scholarship_List
_September_2021.pdf
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View the entire Munson Army Health Center newsletter at https://munson.tricare.mil/Patient-
Resources/Munson-Notes-Newsletter.

Photos by Maria-Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

Sgt. Malik Childs, left, and Spc. Richard Osei, right, were named Munson Army Health Center’s NCO and Sol-
dier of the Quarter.
Childs is a medical laboratory specialist who collects samples from patients and performs chemical and bio-
logical medical tests in the lab to help providers diagnose disease and other conditions. 
Osei is a pharmacy specialist who works with a pharmacist to prepare and issue prescribed pharmaceuticals
and medicines, maintain pharmacy supplies and records.

MUNSON NOTES
MAHC names NCO,
Soldier of Quarter
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