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AT A GLANCE
� As part of Gun Safety Awareness Month, the

Army Substance Abuse Program is offering FREE
GUN LOCKS to anyone interested. ASAP will be
handing out gun locks from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. June 21
and 28  at the Post Exchange. For more information
or to pick up gun locks, call 913-684-2875/2874.

� CONSTRUCTION ON DICKMAN AVENUE
is scheduled for June 19-22, weather permitting. The
section of Dickman Ave from Bullard Avenue to Har-
bord Drive, as well as the parking lot west of the Child
Development Center, will be closed to all traffic. The
parking lots north of the CDC will be available for
parking to drop off/pick up children.

� Paving and repair operations have CLOSED
POPE AVENUE from Grant to Scott avenues. Resi-
dents on the north side of Pope Avenue can use Augur
Avenue to get to their homes. Work is scheduled to last
through the month of June.

� OUTDOOR POOLS ARE OPEN. See page B1.

Garrison evaluates emergency response
with tornado-themed full-scale exercise

Photo by Colbie Fairley/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office Intern

Fort Leavenworth Fire and Emergency Services Lt. Bryant Hall and Firefighter Leland Lucas help victim role-
players 9-year-old Victoria Burch and Maureen Lee out of a damaged building as they work through the full-
scale exercise tornado scenario June 12 at the Internment and Resettlement Training Site.

by Colbie Fairley/Fort Leaven-
worth Garrison Public Affairs
Office Intern

The Fort Leavenworth
Garrison conducted a full-
scale exercise around a sce-
nario involving an F-2
“tornado” that tore through
a portion of military hous-
ing on Fort Leavenworth
June 12. The purpose of
this annual exercise is for
the Garrison to implement
strategies of responding to
crises. Scenarios within
these exercises change de-
pending on the decisions
made by the Garrison.

Deputy Fire Chief Edgar
Guerra, Fort Leavenworth
Fire and Emergency Serv-
ices, said full-scale exercises
create a more realistic way
for personnel to prepare for
emergencies and take into
account the employees and
families of the Fort Leaven-
worth community. Emer-
gency responders and
support staffs work
through the exercise sce-
nario to provide the re-
sponses and resources
needed for the problems

presented. Civilians are
provided safety informa-
tion regarding natural dis-
asters, active shooter
situations, and other issues
that require first responders
and community coopera-
tion.

After the tornado struck
and caused destruction in
the scenario, Fort Leaven-
worth Fire and Emergency
Services personnel arrived
on the scene.

Guerra explained the
importance of personnel
knowing how to respond to
these kinds of disasters.

“The general point is for
us to act on whatever the
crisis is,” Guerra said. “We
do this annually to ensure
that everyone is aware of
how to properly do their
duties.”

Firefighters were in
charge of search-and-res-
cue procedures. “Survivors”
were scattered throughout
the area, with some role-
players verbally requesting

Cake cutting, re-enlistments part of
celebration for U.S. Army’s 249th birthday

SEE FULL-SCALE EXERCISE |
A9

Photos by Tisha Swart-Entwistle/Combined Arms Center-Training Public Affairs Officer

ABOVE: Combined Arms Center-Training Deputy Commanding General Brig. Gen.
Jeremy Wilson, right, administers the Army Oath of Enlistment to Staff Sgt.
Brandi Stills, Midwest Joint Regional Correctional Facility Battalion (Corrections);
Staff Sgt. Carlos Mejia, U.S. Disciplinary Barracks Battalion (Corrections); Staff
Sgt. Dominic Mahoney, MWJRCF; and Staff Sgt. Richard Hauck, MWJRCF, during
the re-enlistment ceremony, part of the 249th U.S. Army birthday observance,
June 14 at the Lewis and Clark Center.
LEFT: Combined Arms Center’s Senior Enlisted Advisor Sgt. Major Chris Kohun-
sky, Pfc. Jendry Jomarron, Lt. Col. Mark Allen and Combined Arms Center-Training
Deputy Commanding General Brig. Gen. Jeremy Wilson prepare to cut the Army
birthday cake during the 249th U.S. Army birthday observance June 14 at the
Lewis and Clark Center. Jomarron works at the Fort Leavenworth Legal Assistance
office and represented the youngest soldier on the installation. Allen is with Army
University and represented the oldest soldier on the installation during the cere-
mony.
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Limit exposure to outdoors, hot
pavement to help pets deal with heat

by Shannon Arnold/Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility Director

While the official first day of summer hasn't arrived yet,
the temps are here, and it looks like they're here to stay for
a bit. 

This is the best time to start taking precautions with
your pets to avoid concrete or pavement burns, heat ex-
haustion and heat stroke in your pets.

I know the saying goes “If it's too hot for you, it's too
hot for your pets.” I proved this one to be true, and it was-
n't even in the 90s —  hot concrete and bare feet at a water
park, and I ended up with second-degree burns on the
soles of my feet. 

Now imagine your pup, or cat in some situations. They
can't tell you verbally that the pavement beneath their paws
is burning hot, but by the time you're done with your walk,
damage has been done. 

Keep that in mind when you're walking your pets —
stick with grassy areas or walk in a shaded area, and keep it
short if you can't avoid the hot areas.

Heat exhaustion and heat stroke can be deadly to your
pets. In hot temperatures it's best to limit outdoor expo-

sure to short durations with lots of fresh water available for
them.

If you suspect your pet has either heat exhaustion or is
having heat stroke, do not hesitate to call your veterinarian

immediately. There are measures to help cool them down,
but it's best to follow any advice your vet gives you and take
them to be seen as soon as possible.

by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth
Lamp Editor
Editor’s note: Article first published in
2010

Warm-weather safety for pets
requires a little planning as well as
common sense and vigilance
while companion animals are out-
side.

Warm weather advice
While participating in warm-

weather activities, dogs can push
themselves to overheating. 

Then-Veterinary Services
Branch Chief Capt. Meghan
Fincher advises pet owners to be
aware of how much activity their

pets have had and to make sure
they are resting.

“If you’re doing a long hike
and they are off lead, that’s fine,
but put them on (the leash occa-
sionally) to cool them down. Al-
ways ensure that they do not go
more than about an hour in hot
weather without access to cold
water and shade,”

Offer cool water to drink, and
douse pets with cool water for
evaporative cooling. Fincher said
that getting them damp or allow-
ing them a supervised swim will
help keep their bodies at a safe
temperature.

Certain pets are at even greater
risk for overheating.

“Very young, pregnant and
nursing animals do not regulate
body temperature as effectively as
normal healthy adult animals,”
Fincher said. “Brachycephalic
(short-nose) breeds — such as
boxer, bulldog, Shih Tzu, Boston
terrier, pit bull breeds — do not
pass air as effectively and are more
prone to overheating than those
dogs, and cats, with longer faces.”

Excessive panting and drooling
and sluggish behavior are signs
that an animal is too hot. Fincher
said an animal showing signs of
distress should be removed from
the situation causing the over-
heating, and veterinary aid should
be sought immediately.

Signs of distress leading
to heat stroke:

• Excessive panting
• Excessive drooling
• Lethargy, reluctance to move
• Shaking/tremors
• Purple gums
• Unresponsive when called
• Seizure
• Collapse
Scorching hot summer days

are not the only time to be con-
cerned.

“Just because it (might) still
considered spring by the calendar
doesn’t mean it won’t be hot
enough to risk heat stroke,”
Fincher said. “In May, an individ-
ual called in a complaint about a
neighbor’s dog being tied out in
the yard, clearly in some sort of
distress, without water or shade.
The dog died and was brought to
the clinic post-mortem where the
body temperature, an hour after
death, was greater than 112 de-
grees Fahrenheit. Had (the dog)
been provided access to shade and
cool water, it is likely she would
have been able to cool herself ad-
equately.”

Fincher said the dog did have
water, but it was in a metal bucket,
and it was too hot to drink.
Fincher said the responding mili-
tary police officer arrived as the
dog was dying, and witnessed the

dog vomiting and having a
seizure.

“It’s a very ugly way to die,” she
said.

On post, citizens concerned for
an animal’s well being should call
the military police non-emer-
gency line at 913-684-2111.

Crystal Blackdeer, president of
the Leavenworth County Humane
Society Board of Directors, said
that if someone witnesses an ani-
mal in distress, she asks that they
try to help the animal right away,
if possible, and contact the proper
authorities.

“If people can do so safely, I
would encourage them first to
provide what the animal needs —
a bowl of water, some shade, etc.
If they can talk with the animal's
owner, that may help. Some peo-
ple may just need a reminder, or
to know that someone else is pay-
ing attention,” Blackdeer said.
“Here’s the thing — animal neg-
lect, abuse and cruelty are crimes.
These are not pet issues; they are
law enforcement issues. Anyone
who sees or suspects animal neg-
lect, abuse or cruelty, including
animal fighting, should immedi-
ately contact the law enforcement
agency that has authority in their
area.”

Blackdeer encourages people
to also contact LCHS about sus-
pected neglect.

“We do follow up with law en-
forcement to see that reports are
investigated, and when warranted,
prosecuted.”

While a doghouse may appear
to provide some shade, Fincher
said it offers no protection from
the heat.

“When it gets really hot, like
80-90 degrees, dogs really should-
n’t spend the day outside,” she
said. “But, if they are going to,
they should have adequate access
to shade and good shade — plen-
tiful — and not just a doghouse.
A manufactured doghouse should
not be the only option for shade.
On very hot, sunny days, (the
doghouse) can get very hot inside,
and the dog will not be able to use
it for relief from the elements.”

Cars can heat up to well over
100 degrees within minutes and
are no place to leave pets, not even
for a short time.

“Never leave an animal in a car,
even with the windows cracked,”
Fincher said. “Temperatures rise
to levels incompatible with life
quickly.”

July 4th precautions
Many dogs, and other pets, can

become stressed by commotion
and loud noises around the Inde-
pendence Day holiday.

“The safest place for pets dur-
ing storms and fireworks is in-
doors,” Blackdeer said. “Natural
phenomena like storms and cele-
brations with fireworks are no
party for pets.”

Fincher’s own dog used to be
unfazed by fireworks and storms,
but after a frightening Independ-
ence Day experience, he now
hides when he hears loud noises
like fireworks, gunfire or thunder-
storms.

“Do not leave a dog outside
while fireworks are being set off
nearby,” Fincher said. “Even a dog
that hasn’t previously been fright-
ened by such noises can become
afraid if he is outside and can’t
find a ‘safe’ place; this can result in
injury or escape.”

Animal shelters often take in
more strays around the holiday.

“(Pets) are subject to escaping
and becoming lost or disoriented,”
Blackdeer said. “Every pet should
always wear (identification), ei-
ther on an embroidered collar or
on an engraved pet tag that iden-
tifies the pet and its owner. Pets
with microchips have a great
chance of being returned to their
owners when lost, if the owner
keeps the registration information
up to date with a current phone
number.”

Keeping an eye on animal
companions and taking a few pre-
cautions can help make the sum-
mer and upcoming holiday
enjoyable for people and pets.

COMMENTARY

https://www.ready.gov/ graphic

Ensure summer safety for pets with precautions

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Dogs should have constant access to cool water and adequate
shade with good airflow when outside in warm weather. Short-
nosed breeds are even more prone to overheating than dogs and
cats with longer noses that can pass air more effectively.



VOLUNTEEROrganization Spotlight
FORT LEAVENWORTH
HUMAN ANIMAL BOND

HAB invites community to help
celebrate 30 years of pet therapy
by Rhonda York/Human Animal Bond direc-
tor

Join Human Animal Bond to cele-
brate the organization’s 30th anniver-
sary from 2-4 p.m. Sunday, June 23 in
the Leavenworth First United Church’s
Fellowship Hall, 422 Chestnut Street in
Leavenworth.

What is HAB?
The Human Animal Bond (HAB)

program started in 1994 with the pur-
pose of encouraging the human/ani-
mal bond among military members
and families. The military veterinary
corps wrote a regulation for this ani-
mal-assisted therapy program to begin
on all military posts. Fort Leavenworth
Human Animal Bond is one of the few
volunteer programs that has continued
since its inception.

HAB pet partners can be dogs, cats
or rabbits. All pets must pass a tem-
perament test to ensure that they are a
good fit as a therapy pet. They must
also be evaluated by a veterinarian and
have a current health certificate.

Through the years, HAB has visited
many locations. Currently HAB’s ther-
apy visits include schools, libraries,
senior living facilities, hospitals, cor-
rectional facilities, first responders,
universities, Fort Leavenworth facili-
ties, and adults living with dementia.
As part of the community, HAB par-
ticipates in the Leavenworth County
Veterans Day Parade, HOPE Pet Res-
cue’s FURever HOPE Pet Festival,
Lansing Fall Festival, PAIR Day and
other events in the community and on
post.  

When HAB teams show up for a
visit, they are treated like royalty. Peo-
ple instantly smile and can’t wait to in-
teract with the animals. The pets love
everyone. And they make the world a
brighter place for the people they en-
counter on visits.

Please come help HAB celebrate its
30th anniversary. HAB pets will be
there for guests to meet. Please note
that non-HAB pets cannot attend.

When:  Sunday, June 23, 2024 – 2-4 p.m. 

Where: United Methodist Church 
  422 Chestnut, Leavenworth, KS 
  Fellowship Hall lower level 

Human Animal Bond  
30th Anniversary  

Open House 

            www.�leavenworthhab.com 

   Please join us as we celebrate 30 consecu�ve years of    
   providing pet therapy visits to schools, hospitals,  
   nursing facili�es, correc�onal loca�ons, universi�es,  
   child care facili�es, etc. in Leavenworth, Fort  

                  Leavenworth, Lansing, and the  
         surrounding areas. 

Current Members and HAB dogs, family 
members, and the Leavenworth/Lansing 
community are encouraged to come help 
us celebrate. 

Fort Leavenworth Human
Animal Bond members
pose with their HAB-cer-
tified pets earlier this
year in front of the First
United Methodist Church
in Leavenworth. HAB will
celebrate its 30th an-
niversary with an open
house 2-4 p.m. June 23
at the church’s Fellow-
ship Hall at 422 Chest-
nut in Leavenworth.

Submitted photo
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HAB speaker highlights impact of dog therapy
Volunteer Organization Spotlight: Human Animal Bond (continued from Page A3)

For more information about  Human Animal Bond,  visit https://www. ftleaven-
worth hab.com/ or e-mail HAB Director Rhonda York at habryork@ gmail.com.

by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leav-
enworth Lamp Editor

Fort Leavenworth
Human Animal Bond
member Shelby Burnett,
joined by her 4-year-old
Dutch retriever, Lilly, ad-
dressed the HAB member-
ship earlier this year
emphasizing the impact
HAB volunteers have
through their work with
their pet partners and the
non-profit service organi-
zation.

Burnett, social worker at
Tonganoxie Elementary
School, delivered a presen-
tation on the merits of dog
therapy, stressing social,
emotional and academic
benefits by including high-
lights from her experiences
with Lilly, who accompa-
nies her to work, during the
HAB monthly membership
meeting March 7 at the
First United Methodist
Church in Leavenworth.

Educational programs
are often offered at the
monthly meetings.

As posted at www.ftleav-
enworthhab.com, HAB is
“staffed by area volunteers
and their therapy pets ded-
icated to providing animal-
assisted activities and
promoting the human-animal bond in the Leavenworth
and Lansing, Kansas, area. It consists of ‘teams’ that go on
scheduled visits to local hospitals, schools, correctional fa-
cilities, various types of health care, veterans’ services and
convalescent centers.”

Burnett said research has reinforced that pet therapy of-
fers a wide range of benefits.

“Research shows that visits with therapy pets encourage
reminiscence, and social interaction and may result in
stress relief and incidental physiotherapy,” she said. “Med-
ical studies suggest that blood pressure may be lowered and
hospital stays shortened when patients have access to pets.
Often, a visit with a pet can be the high point in the day of
a shut-in, bringing happiness and a sense of calm and well-
being.”

Individualized experience
Interacting with a dog is in individualized experience,

Burnett said. She offered examples of what she has wit-
nessed in her work as a social worker and as a volunteer
with HAB.

“One of our kiddos in my building at Tonganoxie Ele-
mentary School is deathly scared of big dogs — we knew
this, so (for the HAB read-to-a-dog visit) we paired her
with Sadie (a small shih tzu), and she fell in love,” Burnett
said. “By the end of the visit, she was able to come up and
pet Rambo (a very large Labrador retriever) and talk with
him, and now she is no longer scared of big dogs… 

“So, when we are looking at therapy dog research — so-
cial, emotional and academic — there are those benefits,
but it is at an individualized experience and benefit to a
person.”

Social benefits
Burnett said she has seen the social benefits of pet ther-

apy be quite effective.
“With what our therapy dogs do, they increase social in-

teractions among peers, students, teachers. They give kids
something to look forward to if we have scheduled visits
with them. They can help increase skills of waiting, taking
turns, listening,” Burnett said. “These are called social skills,
or soft skills, that our students need to have. A lot of times
they are taught differently in family systems along as with
the school system.”

Burnett said pet therapy can help create cohesiveness
among students of different physical and mental abilities.

“Within our building, we house the center-based re-
source classroom. Those are our students who have vary-
ing abilities, so there are students that are in wheelchairs
or have walkers or they have different cognitive levels.
When we’re in a classroom together, none of that matters.
It matters that they are with the dogs, that they are with
each other, and that they are interacting.”

Emotional benefits
Burnett said therapy

dogs offer comfort and
safety.

“If my girl hadn’t had ex-
posure to Rambo, which we
know he is our big boy in
here, she wouldn’t have had
that opportunity to get over
that fear and work through
that, so there is that benefit
for her.”

She said therapy dogs help increase students’ ability to
control their emotions and behaviors.

“Every morning I transition a kindergartner who has
autism into his classroom, and we start out with a quiet
start. (Lilly) hides in the tent in the classroom, and when
the kids come in, I hold up a green card and that lets them
know that Lilly is in the room, and they need to come in
calm — green is their signal to have a calm body,” Burnett
explained.

She said that classroom’s teacher has noticed a shift in
the morning routine because of that “calm start.”

“I can literally just drop the leash and (Lilly) can walk
around and visit with the kids, and everything is fine. There
is that benefit of being able to control their emotions, just
in a different way besides you and I sitting there teaching
them ‘Hey, let’s take a deep breath’ — no, let’s actually apply
this to what we are doing in the classroom.”

Decreased stress levels
Burnett said the stress hormone cortisol decreases when

a dog is present, while having an increase in dopamine,
which supports feelings of love and motivation; serotonin,
which helps maintain calmness; and oxytocin, which en-
ables connection.

“Our stress levels decrease when we are around dogs, or
even as (HAB member) Brenda was telling me earlier, just
watching dogs on TV can decrease your stress levels, be-
cause it helps your body relax, produces serotonin,
dopamine, and decreases that stress level.”

Academic benefit
Pet therapy has academic benefits as well, Burnett said.
“This is a huge one for schools, because some of our vis-

its are in the school setting, so that is the biggest thing when
we are talking about bringing therapy dogs in: ‘What ben-
efits does it have for our students?’ Well, it benefits their
social, their emotion and their academics,” she said.

“Children pay more attention to their teachers when
therapy dogs are present, and then even afterwards. That
connects back to the lower cortisol levels, their bodies are
not in that fight-flight-or-freeze mode, and it makes it eas-
ier for them to learn.”

Burnett said that fight-flight-or-freeze mode kicks in
when someone becomes upset or senses danger.

“When that (fight-flight-or-freeze) part of your brain is
turned on, the thinking part of your brain is turned off, be-
cause you are focused on survival. When that front part of
our brain is turned off, we’re not learning, we are not un-
derstanding how to use coping skills, we’re not using deep
breathing. So, after dogs leave, that fear part of the kids’
brain about the math test that’s coming up, or the spelling
test, or the state assessments that are coming up, that’s
gone, and so they have a greater ability to stop, listen, think,
process through what the teacher is trying to teach them.”

Reading fluency
Burnett said dog therapy can increase the executive

function in students, increasing their listening, focus and
connection, as well has help improve their reading.

“Having a non-judgmental partner there with you —
they’re not going to correct you because you said ‘that’ in-
stead of ‘then’ — they’re not going to focus on that, they
are going to focus on you, because you are talking to them
and you’re making that eye connection with them.”

HAB member Brenda Johnson, owner of the aforemen-
tioned big Labrador, Rambo, said she has witnessed the
connection students are making with the dogs.

“When we walking through the (Leavenworth County)
Veterans Day Parade, there were multiple families along the
parade route that were yelling ‘There’s Rambo! We were
reading to him!’ Oh my gosh, my heart was like so many
sizes larger, and my teenage son (Wesley, who is also a HAB
member) was with me, so he got to feel that, too,” Johnson
told Burnett. “That right there is proof enough to me, you
can measure it or whatever, but the fact that the kids along
the parade route were yelling that they got to read to the
dog, … I was really hooked after that.”

Burnett agreed that the connection is really impactful.
“When you are calm, you make more concrete memo-

ries. You can be excited, and you’re going to remember that
feeling, but you might not remember the details of what
was going on around you, but when you are calm, you are
having that larger impact, and that’s what their environ-
ment (with the dogs) offers.”

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Human Animal Bond member Scarlet Ross and her
HAB-certified teammate Phyllis Diller and other HAB
members gathered for the March monthly member-
ship meeting listen to a presentation by HAB member
Shelby Burnett, social worker at Tonganoxie Elemen-
tary School, with Lilly, her 4-year-old Dutch retriever,
dog therapy March 7 at the First United Methodist
Church in Leavenworth.

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Human Animal Bond member Shelby Burnett, social worker at Tonganoxie Ele-
mentary School, and Lilly, her 4-year-old Dutch retriever, talks to HAB members
about why they do pet therapy and the impact they have during a presentation on
dog therapy at the March HAB membership meeting at the First United Methodist
Church in Leavenworth.
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Summer reading program kicks off at CARL

As part of the
Combined Arms
Research Library’s
summer reading
program, children
can participate in a
scavenger hunt
throughout the li-
brary, a clue for
which is seen here
with summer read-
ing program mas-
cot “Bruce” in the
prize display case
at CARL. For more
information on the
program, including
prizes, visit https:
//carlcgsc.libguid
es.com/Home/SR
P24.

Photo by Prudence
Siebert/Fort Leavenworth

Lamp

F i v e - y e a r - o l d
Madeline Voth
and 8-year-old
Cheyenne Graves
launch plastic
paratroopers sus-
pended by coffee
filter parachutes
from the balcony
during the sum-
mer reading pro-
gram kick-off
event June 12 at
the Combined
Arms Research
Library. Visit
https://carl.bean
stack.org/reader
365 to sign up for
the summer read-
ing program.

Photo by Prudence
Siebert/Fort Leavenworth

Lamp
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by Pfc. Kalisber Ortega-Santiago/Special to the
Fort Leavenworth Lamp

The Ike Skelton Combined Arms Re-
search Library launched its summer read-
ing program with a kick-off event June 12.
Children of all ages participated in activi-
ties such as learning about museum arti-
facts, listening to stories, making parachute
toy crafts, and engaging in a scavenger
hunt. 

The 2024 summer reading program
theme is “Read, Renew, and Repeat!” and
runs from through Aug. 5. It aims to com-
bat “summer slide,” a phenomenon when
students lose up to two months of learning
during the summer break.

“It's proven that the more you read dur-
ing the summer, the more you retain your
studies because you're keeping your brain
going,” said Sierra Hochstatter, CARL cir-
culation librarian and event host. “We want
to bridge the summer gap of school with a
fun activity that improves their learning.”

Program participants can sign up and
log reading time on Beanstack at
https://carl.beanstack.org/. Challenges are
offered for different age groups: toddlers
(0-3), children (4-9), teens (10-17), and
adults (18 and older). Beanstack also allows
users to connect with friends, share friend
codes, see what others are reading, and dis-
cuss books. No specific books are required
for the program, and each challenge con-
sists of 10 badges that serve as reading
goals. Toddlers can earn one badge by read-
ing for one hour, children need to read for
two hours to earn a badge, and teens and
adults need to read for three hours to earn
a badge.

“Reading comes in many forms. We’d
like to encourage everyone to count every
type of reading possible,” Hochstatter said.
“Whether it’s a book, a legal document, or
the back of a cereal box, you can log it on
Beanstack.”

Children earn prizes at the library by
logging their reading time and earning
badges. 

“We can see what they've earned on
Beanstack, check off that they've earned
their prize, and pass it over to them,” said
Hochstatter.

Prizes vary for different age groups and
include stickers, toys, items made from re-
cycled materials, and gift cards funded by
Family and Morale, Welfare, and Recre-
ation.

Special guest retired Chaplain (Col.)

David Beauchamp read “The Peppered
Sky,” written by his daughter, Sarah Doran.
Three children won signed copies of the
rhyming book about military family mem-
bers watching paratroopers land at a drop
zone.

Children and parents also participated
in creative activities at the library, crafting
parachute toys and releasing them from the
second-floor balcony. Following this activ-
ity, they embarked on a scavenger hunt to
help participants explore and find captivat-
ing books throughout the library.

“Reading is fun already, but engaging in
creative activities can make it even more ex-
citing,” said Hochstatter said. “The goal is
to encourage as much reading as possible
during the summer and familiarize partic-
ipants with our library facilities.”

Rachel Brunhoeber, mom to 7-year-old
Simon, said the enjoy taking part in the
program and using the Beanstack applica-
tion because it's easy and fast.

“Simon looks forward to it every year.
He loves to read,” she said, with Simon
mentioning how he likes the Dogman
graphic novels by Dav Pilkey.

Lt. Col. Nathan Moore, an instructor at
the Command and General Staff College,
and his wife, Paula Moore, said they like to
support the library’s initiatives and said
that their children are motivated by getting
prizes. Their 4-year-old son Miles said he
enjoys Jory John’s “The Food Group” series
that includes “The Bad Seed,” “The Good
Egg,” and “The Cool Bean.”

Capt. John Polczyncki, an incoming
Command and General Staff Officer
Course student, praised the program for
fostering his children’s passion for reading.

“I think it’s important for them to have
a passion for reading as young as possible
because that will be a tool. I think it will be
useful for the rest of their life,” he said.
“Reading empowers them to do pretty
much anything they want in the future.”

He said his daughters enjoy the “Dragon
Girls” series by Maddy Mara and the
“Magic Treehouse” series by Mary Pope Os-
borne.

CARL offers more than just reading, to
include a puppet theater in the library’s
children's room that allows children to cre-
ate their own stories. 

For more information on the summer
reading program, visit  https://
carlcgsc.libguides.com/Home/SRP24 or
call 913-758-3001.

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Retired Chaplain (Col.) David Beauchamp reads “The Peppered Sky,” a story writ-
ten by his daughter, Army veteran Sarah Doran, about military families watching
paratroopers descend on a drop zone, during the summer reading program kick-
off event June 12 at the Combined Arms Research Library. After the book reading,
Debbie Beauchamp shared some stories with the assembled children about what
it was like for their children, including Sarah when she was about 7 years old, to
watch their father jump from a plane when they were stationed at Fort Bragg (now
Fort Liberty), North Carolina. 

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Museum Specialist Megan Hunter shows Lauren
Yates, 21-month-old Marshall, 5-year-old Lilli Beth and
Maj. Max Yates, recent Command and General Staff
Officer Course graduate, some World War II-era avia-
tion artifacts from the Frontier Army Museum during
the summer reading program kick-off event June 12
at the Combined Arms Research Library.

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Library Technician Carlisha Brown helps children with their paratrooper craft — a plastic paratrooper attached
to a coffee filter parachute — during the summer reading program kick-off event June 12 at the Combined
Arms Research Library. Children colored the parachute, then launched them from the balcony. The craft is in-
cluded in the book “The Peppered Sky,” which was read aloud during the event.
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Photos by Colbie Fairley/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office Intern

ABOVE: Former K-State tight end and current Wash-
ington Commanders tight end Ben Sinnott ad-
dresses Fort Leavenworth youth at the ProCamps
hosted by Sinnott June 17 at Doniphan Field.

LEFT: Fort Leavenworth Garrison Commander Col.
Duane Mosier, right, talks to Fort Leavenworth youth
about former K-State tight end and current Wash-
ington Commanders tight end Ben Sinnott, left, at
the ProCamps June 17 at Doniphan Field.

Sinnott and other instructors guided 140 children in
grades first through eighth through football drills re-
lated to speed, catching on the run and defensive po-
sitioning. 
Sinnott encouraged the older demographic of youth
to be versatile in their athleticism. 
"Do everything. In high school I played six sports just
to get involved with opportunities," Sinnott said.
Sinnott was asked about his feelings toward his jour-
ney in the professional league. 
"I felt some nervousness, but participating in the (or-
ganized team activities) and practicing is beneficial.
I'm excited to get started," he said. 
Sinnott is set to report to Washington Commanders
training camp July 21 at the OrthoVirginia Training
Center in Ashburn, Virginia.

NFL player, former KSU tight end
hosts ProCamps on post



DPW staff seine Smith Lake

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Chris Name, environmental protection specialist, Environmental Division, Directorate of Public Works; retired Sgt. 1st Class Robert Lovell, Natural Resources intern
working on a degree in wildlife, fish and conservation; and Andrew Talmage, DPW quality assurance specialist, pull a net across Smith Lake as they seine for any re-
maining fish June 14. The day before, DPW Natural Resources staff transferred about a dozen each of largemouth bass, crappie, channel catfish, green sunfish and
about 100 bluegill into Merritt Lake on the other side of Grant Avenue. Smith Lake has been leaking for several weeks due to a structural failure, which can not be
assessed and repaired until the lake is completely drained.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

ABOVE: Andrew Talmage, Directorate of Public Works
quality assurance specialist, nets a crappie while sal-
vaging fish from Smith Lake June 14. 
LEFT: From the shore, Henry Knudsvig, Natural Re-
sources intern with the Student Conservation Asso-
ciation program, and Doug Krause, environmental
protection specialist with the Directorate of Public
Works, help pull a net across Smith Lake as Chris
Name, DPW environmental protection specialist; re-
tired Sgt. 1st Class Robert Lovell, Natural Resources
intern working on a degree in wildlife, fish and con-
servation; and Andrew Talmage, DPW quality assur-
ance specialist, maneuver it through the water to
usher any remaining fish toward a collection point for
removal and transfer to Merritt Lake June 14.
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ABOVE: After dragging a net across Smith Lake to seine for any
remaning fish, retired Sgt. 1st Class Robert Lovell, Natural Re-
sources intern working on a degree in wildlife, fish and conserva-
tion; Andrew Talmage, Directorate of Public Works quality
assurance specialist; and Chris Name, Directorate of Public Works
environmental protection specialist, maneuver the net to gather
any collected fish and move them to another body of water June
14. The seining was done to salvage as many fish as possible in
preparation of the lake being completely drained to repair a leak
between the concrete overflow structure and the corrugated
metal drainage pipe, which is buried in the bank embankment
about 15 feet below the normal surface of the lake. Matt Fazio,
civil engineer with DPW, said repairs should start later this week
or next, depending on assessment of the issue and weather con-
ditions. Once the repair is done, the lake will be allowed to refill
and will be restocked.
RIGHT: With buckets ready to transport fish, Natural Resources
Specialist Neil Bass and Student Conservation Association Intern
Henry Knudsvig monitor a net strung across an outlet to capture
any fish that might slip out of Smith Lake during seining of the
lake by Directorate of Public Works staff June 14. The seining was
done to salvage as many fish as possible in preparation of the lake
being completely drained to repair a leak.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp



SJA provides claims information
for severe weather damage

Kansas Turnpike goes cashless July 1

by Office of the Staff Judge Advocate

The severe weather occurring in the Fort
Leavenworth area frequently causes damage
to personal property. 

Before 2019, the U.S. Army Claims Serv-
ice policy allowed for payment of claims
under the provisions of the Personnel
Claims Act for weather-related damage to
personal property owned by soldiers and
for Department of the Army civilians while
at their place of duty.

In Army Directive 2019-21, dated
May29, 2019, the Secretary of the Army re-
voked the previous policy — now the Army
no longer pays for damages caused by flood,

hurricane, earthquake or other acts of na-
ture or weather conditions. The Secretary
of the Army stated this policy change was
to encourage individual responsibility for
personal property.

Soldiers and DA civilians should main-
tain private insurance against personal
property loss caused by adverse weather
and other hazards insurance normally cov-
ers. Any exception or waiver to this policy
requires approval by the Secretary of the
Army. An exception or waiver of this policy
should be routed through the Judge Advo-
cate General and the Army General Coun-
sel to the Secretary.

In light of this policy, soldiers and De-
partment of the Army civilians living or
working on Fort Leavenworth are encour-
aged to obtain a renter’s insurance policy to
cover loss or damage to their personal
property. Those with expensive, high value
items such as antiques, original art or col-
lections (such as a baseball or sports card
collection) should get a full replacement
value coverage policy. Be aware that high
value item replacement insurance will
probably require an appraisal for which, de-
pending on the insurance company, the
property owner may not be reimbursed. 

In addition, a comprehensive auto in-

surance policy will cover weather-related
damages. This type of insurance will also
cover other non-motor vehicle damages,
such as vandalism or hitting an animal.

Property owners/renters should contact
their insurance company for any further in-
formation regarding renter’s insurance,
high value property insurance, or compre-
hensive auto insurance. 

Contact Gary Hyder in the Fort Leaven-
worth Claims Office at 913-684-5376
or gary.d.hyder.civ@army.mil with ques-
tions regarding the Army policy on per-
sonal property claims.

by Kansas Turnpike Authority
Press Release

WICHITA, Kan.—
Kansas Turnpike Authority
CEO Steve Hewitt an-
nounced in April the
Kansas Turnpike will imple-
ment cashless tolling begin-
ning July 1.

Hewitt also announced
the release of a virtual Go!
Cashless toolkit, available to
customers at www.Dri-
veKS.com. Available mate-
rials include short videos,
FAQs, newsletter/article
copy, flyers, posters and
more. Printed material is
also being provided to com-

munities along the turnpike
and partners and stakehold-
ers throughout the region.

“This is the largest
change for turnpike cus-
tomers since opening day in
1956,” Hewitt said. “We are
excited to improve safety
while also enhancing the
customer experience and
modernizing our opera-
tions.”

Cashless tolling means
there will no longer be on-
road toll collection and all
customers will keep moving
starting July 1. Customers
will be identified by a
transponder such as KTAG

or by license plate registra-
tion information. DriveKS
will be Kansas’ new toll pay-
ment system, whether a
customer has a KTAG or is
identified by their license
plate. Statements and cus-
tomer communication will
come from DriveKS.

“Cashless tolling is
something our customers
experience in other states,
and we’re proud to bring it
here to Kansas,” Bruce
Meisch, director of technol-
ogy and the cashless con-
version project manager,
said. “For the 70 percent of
customers who use KTAG

or a compatible transpon-
der from another state, not
much will change.”

In KTA’s most recent
customer satisfaction sur-
vey, 95 percent believe KTA
is an important part of
Kansas transportation and
84 percent support the con-
version to cashless tolling.

Customers who cur-
rently pay at a toll booth
can get a KTAG to pay the
lowest toll. In January, KTA
released its per-mile toll
rate structure effective July
1, which will be the lowest
of any cashless system
across the country.

KTA announced its deci-
sion to convert to cashless
tolling in early 2020. In re-
ality, the organization has
been working on elements
necessary to convert its 236-
mile toll road to cashless
tolling for nearly a decade.

A 2014 review of manual
toll collection staff revealed
that nearly 70 percent
would be of retirement age
within the following
decade. As part of the con-
version, KTA created a
workforce transition plan
for employees impacted by
cashless tolling.

Electronic tolling has in-

creased from less than 45
percent in 2013 to nearly 70
percent of traffic today. This
is due to increased use of
KTAG and compatibility
agreements with Okla-
homa, Texas and Florida.

KTA’s existing toll collec-
tion equipment was reach-
ing the end of its useful life.
It is being replaced by road-
side tolling equipment on
42 new overhead gantries
along the roadway. This
equipment connects to a
customized back-office sys-
tem, providing better cus-
tomer service and increased
efficiency.

Sign up to receive a reminder when a new issue of the Fort Leavenworth Lamp is posted by e-mailing

usarmy.leavenworth.id-training.mbx.pao-inbox@army.mil.
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Full-scale exercise (continued from Page A1)

Photo by Colbie Fairley/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office Intern

Fort Leavenworth Fire and Emergency Services Fire Lt. Jeremy Dunn rolls debris away from where a “tornado” struck as Deputy Fire Chief Edgar Guerra observes
during the full-scale exercise June 12 at the Internment and Resettlement Training Site.

assistance, others remain-
ing silent. Firefighters acted
quickly in locating sur-
vivors, aiding them in es-
caping the debris left from
the tornado.

Off-post emergency re-
sponse teams also partici-
pated in the exercise,
including members of the
Leavenworth Fire Depart-
ment, who used airbags
and crowbars to gain access
to “victims” who were des-
ignated as hurt, distressed
or deceased in the scenario.
Firefighters navigated
through the route of the
notional tornado, working
diligently to clear debris, re-
trieve victims, and maintain
a safe and sufficient process
until they were able to give
the all clear. Firefighters
provided physical assistance
to lift one another to scale
and climb over walls.

The fire departments in-
tentionally worked closely
with emergency medical
staff throughout the exer-
cise. Leavenworth County
Emergency Medical Serv-
ices Director Jamie Miller
expressed the importance
of these exercises. 

“We do these kinds of
disaster procedures in their
entirety. We always look to
have a process for these
kinds of events” he said.

Miller was in charge of
instructing EMS responders
on how to act quickly and
efficiently to preserve the
safety of those affected by
the tornado. EMS respon-
ders checked vitals of sur-
viving victims, initiated
immediate treatment of
wounds, and worked to as-
sist families and locate po-
tential casualties.

Medical stretchers were

used to carry victims with
critical injuries. Finishing
up the search for survivors,
first responders took ac-
count of all who were in-
volved. 

In the scenario, the tor-
nado resulted in damaged
property, four casualties
with several injuries, and
loss of power and supplies
in various areas on post.

MAHC patients,
staff take shelter
during exercise

by Maria C. Yager/Munson Army Health Center
Public Affairs Officer

Munson Army Health Center patients
and staff headed to the health center’s
basement after a simulated tornado warn-
ing was issued on Fort Leavenworth dur-
ing the installation’s full-scale exercise June
12. Unlike a tornado watch, issued when
severe weather is possible and to “watch for
it,” a tornado warning is issued when a tor-
nado is imminent. When a tornado warn-
ing is issued, it means to seek safe shelter
immediately, even if it is at a medical ap-
pointment.

“For Munson, the safety of patients and
staff is top priority,” MAHC Commander
Col. Shane Mendenhall said. “Running this
drill was valuable in testing the procedures
we have in place in the event of a tornado.
We could see what went well and look for
any things that we need to adjust in the fu-
ture for the best outcome.”

The health center’s basement is one of a
few designated tornado shelters on post.
When MAHC was notified of the simu-
lated tornado warning directing those on
post to head to their tornado shelter, word
was passed over MAHC’s public address
system announcing the drill and directing
all those in the facility to head to the base-
ment.

Work center supervisors reinforced the
message to safely evacuate their sections. 

“I guess as a patient you don’t expect to
evacuate for a tornado when you go to the
doctor, but (a tornado) can happen any-
time,” said patient Chief Petty Officer Jorge
Villafuerte, U.S. Navy medical recruiter as-
signed to Navy Talent Acquisition Group
Mid America. 

Villafuerte had just checked in for an
appointment when MAHC team members
asked him and others in the clinic to go
with them to the basement as part of the
training exercise.

“After my vitals, they said there was a
tornado warning exercise, and we had to go
to the basement. I followed directions and
headed where I was asked to go,” Villafuerte
said, noting his understanding of the value
of training within the Department of De-
fense.

In the basement, personnel from each
section accounted for their patients and

staff and awaited further instruction.
“The patients were very understanding

and came down with us to the basement,”
said Sgt. Malik Childs, noncommissioned
officer in charge of MAHC’s clinical labo-
ratory. 

After several minutes, the all-clear was
given and patients and staff exited the base-
ment. MAHC had achieved its training ob-
jective for the exercise and resumed patient
care.

“The training is beneficial all around.
We want our staff to know what proce-
dures to take for the safety of their patients
and themselves, and we also want our pa-
tients to know that we have a plan for their
safety,” Mendenhall said. 

After duty-hours, MAHC Medical De-
partment Activity personnel will open the
health center for those needing shelter, and
the facility will remain open until all
watches or warnings are lifted.

Munson Army Health Center is at 550
Pope Ave. on Fort Leavenworth.
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Photo by Maria C. Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public
Affairs Officer

Munson Army Health Center patients
and staff head to the basement after a
simulated tornado warning was issued
during the installation’s full-scale ex-
ercise June 12. 

Photo by Colbie Fairley/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office Intern

Leavenworth County Emergency Medical Services personnel lift a "casualty" onto
a medical stretcher during a tornado-themed exercise June 12 at the Internment
and Resettlement Training Site.

Photo by Colbie Fairley/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office Intern

Fort Leavenworth Fire and Emergency Services Capt.
Trent Strayer inflates an airbag to help lift debris off
of a "victim" during the tornado-themed full-scale ex-
ercise June 12 at the Internment and Resettlement
Training Site. Members of the Fort Leavenworth Fire
Department, the Leavenworth Fire Department, Leav-
enworth County Emergency Services and other post
and area emergency response and support agencies
participated in the exercise.



The Fort Leavenworth Lampwelcomes part-
time volunteer REPORTERS and INTERNS! 
Flexible schedule, great way to learn about the commu-
nity and excellent opportunity to add quality content to
a professional portfolio. Experienced journalists pre-
ferred but training/mentorship provided if interested in

learning the skills required. 

Apply for the “Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Af-
fairs Assistant” position on the Volunteer Information
Management System at https://vmis.armyfamilyweb-
portal.com. E-mail ftlvlampeditor@gmail.com for more

information.
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Post NotesPost Notes
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When:  Sunday, June 23, 2024 – 2-4 p.m. 

Where: United Methodist Church 
  422 Chestnut, Leavenworth, KS 
  Fellowship Hall lower level 

Human Animal Bond  
30th Anniversary  

Open House 

            www.�leavenworthhab.com 

   Please join us as we celebrate 30 consecu�ve years of    
   providing pet therapy visits to schools, hospitals,  
   nursing facili�es, correc�onal loca�ons, universi�es,  
   child care facili�es, etc. in Leavenworth, Fort  

                  Leavenworth, Lansing, and the  
         surrounding areas. 

Current Members and HAB dogs, family 
members, and the Leavenworth/Lansing 
community are encouraged to come help 
us celebrate. 

https://www.armyupress.army.mil/DePuy-Writing-Competition/
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The Schools of Knowledge, Inspiration, Exploration and Skills (SKIES): Unlimited offers classes in dance,
music, gymnastics, theater and more. For more information, visit https://leavenworth.armymwr.com/pro-
grams/skies-unlimited. Download the summer catalog of available classes at
https://leavenworth.armymwr.com/application/files/2217/1258/9294/SKIESUnlimited_2024_Summer_Cat
alog.pdf

ABOVE, Youth Sports and Fitness, Child and Youth
Services, and RIGHT, Harrold Youth Center offer bas-
ketball camps, soccer camps, baseball camps, field
trips and daily activities for children and teenagers.
For more information, call Youth Sports at 913-683-
1362/2050, CYS at 913-684-7525/7526, or Harrold
Youth Center at 913-684-5118.
The Arts and Crafts Studio offers summer classes for
youth and adults. See pages B5-6 for upcoming class
offerings or visit https://www.facebook.com/people
/ Fo r t - Le a venwo r t h -A r t s - C ra f t s - S t ud i o /
100095229199304/?_rdr for the class schedule and
more information.TEEN

HARROLD YOUTH CENTER
45 Biddle Blvd.

Fort Leavenworth, KS
(913) 684-5118

HOURS OF OPERATION

SUMMER CAMP HOURS
6 a.m.- 6 p.m.

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

OPEN RECREATION 
�on - �h�r 1 ���� - 6 ����

�ri�a� 1 ���� - � ����
Sat 2 ����- 8 ����

For more information on Teen 
Programs please

call Youth Services:

Youth Administration Office
684-5131

Harrold Youth Center 
684-5118

Youth Services Director 
Michelle Eastburn

684-5115

�o�th Ser�ices 
�ssistant �irector

�ileen Lane
684-5126

Youth Sports Department
684-7525 or 684-7526

SKIES Unlimited
684-3207

Call Parent Central for 
Appointment 

684-5138

Summer 
Adventure     
2024
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Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

Munson Army Health Center’s base-
ment at 550 Pope Ave. is one of the des-
ignated tornado shelters on post.

If a tornado watch is activated after
duty hours, Medical Department Activ-
ity personnel will open the health cen-
ter for those needing shelter. The
building will remain open until all
watches or warnings are lifted.

Pediatrics and the Exceptional Family Member Program coordinator have relocated to Munson Army Health
Center's third floor. To schedule an appointment for either, call 913-684-6250.

Visit https://www.facebook.com/munson-
health/ for updates and information.


