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AT A GLANCE
� The Community Blood Center BLOOD DRIVE

is 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. July 11 at Frontier Chapel. See page
B1 for more information. 

� The next Family Advocacy Program’s monthly
WORKSHOP AND WORKOUT is 11 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. July 13 at the Resiliency Center. Call or text 913-

683-2537 to reserve a spot.

� The Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers
FREE MOVIE NIGHT showing “Kung Fu Panda 2” is
at 7 p.m. July 12 at the Post Theater. Admission to the
movie is free, but ID is required. Snacks and drinks
can be purchased with cash at the snack bar, but no

outside food or drinks are allowed. Children under 12
years old must be accompanied by an adult.

� The Munson Army Health Center’s Gentry
Clinic parking lot is under construction. Patients can
ACCESS THE CLINIC FROM THE EAST SIDEwhile
the west side of the parking lot is being repaired.

Garrison welcomes new CSM,
thanks retiring outgoing CSM

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Outgoing Garrison Command Sgt. Maj. Erika Rhine-Russell, center, takes the colors from Sgt. 1st Class Tyler
Henderson, right, Religious Support Office, to pass responsibility to incoming Garrison Command Sgt. Maj.
Vanessa Sun, second from left, during their change of responsibility ceremony hosted by Garrison Com-
mander Col. Duane Mosier, left, June 28 at the Frontier Conference Center.

WWII pilot laid to rest 80 years
after going missing in action

ABOVE: The gravestone for 2nd Lt. John
E. McLauchlen Jr. is displayed near the
World War II pilot’s casket during his
reinterment ceremony July 8 at the Fort
Leavenworth National Cemetery. The
gravestone was later set at his final rest-
ing place in Section T of the cemetery.
RIGHT: Richard McLauchlen Jr., accom-
panied by his wife, Anita, clutches the
flag that adorned his uncle’s casket dur-
ing the reinterment ceremony for 2nd Lt.
John E. McLauchlen Jr. July 8 at the Fort
Leavenworth National Cemetery.
“There’s a lot of emotion involved in
something like this, and even today it
was quite emotional for me, and I usually
don’t get emotional,” he said.
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by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp
Editor

World War II pilot 2nd Lt. John E.
McLauchlen Jr. was paid full honors and
laid to rest in the Fort Leavenworth Na-
tional Cemetery July 8, 80 years after
going missing in action.
McLauchlen was last seen in 1943, dur-

ing a mission in Burma (also known as
Myanmar in Southeast Asia) with the
436th Bombardment Squadron, 7th Bom-
bardment Group in the Army Air Forces.
“The flight report that was filed was

from the plane that had been right next to
him, and they watched John fly into a
cloud bank — he was gaining speed be-
cause he was dropping altitude real quick,
and there were three Japanese fighters on
his tail at that time. That was the last any-
one ever saw him,” his nephew Richard
McLauchlen Jr. explained.
McLauchlen was officially accounted

for on Jan. 25, 2024, by the Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency, using his
nephew’s DNA to aid in analysis and
identification confirmation. His uniden-
tified remains had originally been moved
in 1947 from farmland where his plane
went down to the National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific, Honolulu,
Hawaii.
Richard said it was a given that some-
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by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leav-
enworth Lamp Editor

Outgoing Garrison
Command Sgt. Maj. Erika
Rhine-Russell relinquished
responsibility to incoming
Garrison Command Sgt.
Maj. Vanessa Sun during a
ceremony June 28 at the
Frontier Conference Center.
A retirement ceremony for
Rhine-Russell followed the
change of responsibility
ceremony.
Garrison Commander

Col. Duane Mosier said he
and Rhine-Russell have
made a good team and that
she has been very good for
the installation.
“It’s a tough farewell…

This is probably one of the
hardest farewells that I have
had to do,” he said. “We say
goodbye to an incredibly
talented noncommissioned
officer, one of the best in the
United States Army, but as
the United States Army
does, we train so that all of

us are replaceable and all of
us can move on to the next
assignment, the next vision,
next dream, knowing that
we have an incredible NCO
or officer or whomever
stepping into the breach,
and we have that right now
in Command Sergeant
Major Sun, so welcome. We
really look forward to work-
ing with you and not miss-
ing a step as we move
forward.”
With the current sum-

mer surge of more than
1,000 new officers and their
families arriving at Fort
Leavenworth for the Com-
mand and General Staff Of-
ficer Course, Mosier said
Sun would have to hit the
ground running to main-
tain Rhine-Russell’s stride.
Mosier commended

Rhine-Russell on her con-
tributions during her time
at Fort Leavenworth and
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Harding Project workshop conducted on post

by Sarah Hauck/Army Univer-
sity Public Affairs Office

The Harding Project
continues to educate and
expand on Chief of Staff of
the Army Gen. Randy
George’s call to steward the
profession through profes-
sional writing and dis-
course.

In the process of work-
ing toward the CSA’s de-
sired end state, Combined
Arms Center and Army
University Press hosted a
workshop for Army journal
and publication representa-
tives, educators, and library
and archive specialists to
discuss and showcase how
the Army will modernize
and improve professional
military journals in support
of the Harding Project mis-
sion June 25-26 at the McHugh Train-
ing Center on Fort Leavenworth.

The workshop, broken into Mod-
ernization, Stewardship, Archives and
Education working groups, laid out
the CSA’s vision for improving how
the force is educated and encouraged
to write and read to be better stewards
of the military profession.

Key components of the Harding
Project are to create accessibility to the
ideas and knowledge shared through
professional writing and discourse
through modern, web-first, mobile-
friendly online journals, as well as en-
suring a modern, research-optimized
archiving system that meets soldiers
where they are online and on the
move.

“The event was important to pro-
vide a forum in which attendees that
have been working over virtual plan-

ning events since January 2024 to meet
in-person, establish stronger relation-
ships and networks, and, in the words
of Mr. (Gregg) Thompson, launch a
community of practice with profes-
sionals and practitioners dedicated to
renewing professional writing and
scholarship,” said Col. Todd Schmidt,
director, Army University Press.

A new Army journal and publica-
tion center point platform was intro-
duced and demonstrated in detail to
journal representatives to share where
historic and future articles and edi-
tions will be available.

“This is a culminating event in
strengthening the Army as a profes-
sion,” said Gregg Thompson, deputy
commanding general, U.S. Combined
Arms Center. “Today is a day where we
get back to basics in terms of our
Army as a profession of putting this vi-

sion together that General George has
laid out for us.”

Historically, Army journals and
publications are published in formats
not as easily accessible.

The workshop demonstrated to at-
tendees the way ahead for publication
modernization, which includes rolling
publishing that is current, frequently
updated, online, and in a format that
can be read on any screen without
downloading.

Workshop attendees also discussed
how improvements to the way new
and historical articles are saved and
optimized for searchability.

With a reinvigorated repository of
professional content, workshop facili-
tators said it is necessary to make it ac-
cessible and optimized for research by

Librarians discuss
proper creation of
digital repository

for Harding Project

Harding Project Workshop for
Army journal representatives

to continue modernization, change
of professional writing, discourse

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Army University Press Director Col. Todd Schmidt, center, joined at the front of the room by other work group
chairs — Education Work Group Chair Dr. Trent Lythgoe, Command and General Staff College; Archives/Re-
spository Work Group Chair Tiffany Zink, Combined Arms Research Library; and Modernization Work Group
Chair Dr. Don Wright, Army University Press — gives an overview of his Stewardship Working Group’s discus-
sion and recommendations during the plenary session of the Harding Project Workshop June 26 at the
McHugh Training Center.
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Sgt. 1st Class Leyon Summerlin, special assistant to the Chief of Staff of the Army,
and Lt. Col. Zachary Griffiths, Harding Project director, listen to Army University
Press Director Col. Todd Schmidt brief on the Stewardship Working Group’s dis-
cussion of writing programs, incentives and changes in policy/doctrine during the
plenary session of the Harding Project Workshop June 26 at the McHugh Training
Center.

by Tiffany Zink/Ike
Skelton Combined
Arms Research Li-
brary Director

L i b r a r i a n s
from across the
Army participated
in the Harding
Project Workshop
that took place
June 25-26 at Fort
Leavenworth.

The librarians
were part of
“Archives” work-
ing group that dis-
cussed the proper
way to create a
digital repository
of Army journals
and their content,
making it more
readily available to
everyone through-
out the Army.

One of the first things discussed was that the in-
tent was not to create an archive in the normal sense,
in which a place is primarily focused on historic
preservation rather than use, but to create a reposi-
tory that facilitates access to the collective intellectual
output of Army journals, so we renamed ourselves the
“Repository Working Group.”

This may seem like semantics, but it’s important to
frame the issue — it is about building something not
just for history, but for access and use.

The Repository Working Group consisted of li-
brarians from the Command and General Staff Col-
lege, the Army War College, and the United States
Military Academy, along with the Training and Doc-
trine Command and the head librarian of the Army.
Alongside the Army librarians were experts from the
Defense Technical Information Center and the De-
fense Media Activity, and staff members from the
journals. Together we discussed the importance of a
process that was sustainable, and standard, making the
journals and articles available and, most importantly,
findable for a long time to come.

Generally, findability is taken for granted, with the
search capability of large search engine algorithms and
keyword identification. However, for a collection that
would span several decades and the subsequent
changing language, it is very important to have con-
sistent terms across time despite the current language.

An example of this is a reference to cars. Over time,
words such as automobile, vehicle, truck, etc. might
have been used. If only one of those words is used in
a search, the results might not produce all articles that
could be helpful.

But, if while creating a repository, articles are con-
sistently tagged with the same term regardless of what
is used in the article, all similar articles are linked to-
gether increasing findability. In research and the in-
formation field, findability is key. 

The Harding Collection, which the repository is
currently planned on being called, will be done in
partnership with Defense Technical Information Cen-
ter. DTIC already houses much of the Department of
Defense’s technical reports and research projects. The
Harding Collection powered by DTIC will be popu-
lated first with articles from current publications
shortly after they are published, beginning later this
year. Each article will be uploaded into the repository
and tagged with appropriate terms and a special iden-
tifying number called a Digital Object Identifier
(DOI). DOI are standard in the research community
and will make each article easier to cite and locate. Fol-
lowing that will be older articles and issues. This proj-
ect will start with an inventory to locate any digital
copies throughout the Army’s libraries and publica-
tion offices. These digital copies will then follow a very
similar process as each new article. Upon completion
of the repository portion of the Harding Project, sol-
diers and researchers will have access to the history of
thought in the Army’s professional publications.

Photo by Prudence Siebert

Combined Arms Research Li-
brary Director Tiffany Zink
answers attendees’ ques-
tions during the Harding
Project Workshop June 26 at
the McHugh Training Center.



Harding Project Workshop (continued from Page A2)

BE ALL YOU CAN BE DOESN’T 
END AFTER YOU SERVE.
Army personnel bring a hard-earned skillset to the  
workforce. Leadership, discipline, teamwork, problem-solving. 
These qualities are an asset to a wide variety of trades working 
with dozens of different EMCOR companies. Looking for  
a post-military career? Look to us.

Where good work is
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FOR 
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ABOVE: Harding Project Workshop participants and work group chairpersons re-
view their groups’ breakout session discussion topics and recommendations dur-
ing the plenary session of the two-day workshop June 26 at the McHugh Training
Center.
LEFT: Army University Press Director Col. Todd Schmidt, center, joined at the front
of the room by other work group chairs — Education Work Group Chair Dr. Trent
Lythgoe, Command and General Staff College, and Archives/Respository Work
Group Chair Tiffany Zink, Combined Arms Research Library; — gives an overview
of his Stewardship Working Group’s discussion and recommendations during the
plenary session of the Harding Project Workshop June 26 at the McHugh Training
Center.

According to the workshop summary provided with the agenda, the workshop was
an Office of the Chief of Staff of the Army, the Combined Arms Center and Army
University Press partnership to refine the way forward for Army journals. Recom-
mendations from the workshop will be presented to senior leaders for imple-
mentation. The Harding Project is named for Maj. Edwin “Forrest” Harding, editor
of the Infantry Journal in the interwar period in 1934. Harding doubled circula-
tion in four years and “fosters critical debates over the rapidly maturing tank and
combined arms.”
For more information, visit https://www.hardingproject.com/.
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every soldier and civilian.
“Archiving is caretaking for our intellec-

tual capital to ensure that what is being cre-
ated and published now can be easily found
by leaders of the future,” Schmidt said.

How to motivate the force to take re-
sponsibility for including professional writ-
ing and reading was also a focal point of
discussion for the workshop.

The emphasis on writing and reading as
essential communication skills for ready
and capable leaders is not a new concept,
being outlined and discussed in length in
pertinent Army doctrine.

Reviews of these doctrines focused on
improving the profession plus providing
action plans for implementation of these
skills.

“Bringing the professional military edu-
cation curriculum experts from each co-
hort and echelon allowed us to develop an
implementation plan to integrate the jour-
nals and foster professional discourse with-
out the institutions,” said Sgt. 1st Class
Leyon Summerlin, special assistant to the
Chief of Staff of the Army.

The Harding Project has gained traction
and notoriety within the Army as units
have started robust reading and writing
programs.

The workshop provided attendees with
a clear picture of their roles and responsi-
bilities in making the writing being done
available and accessible for today’s soldiers,
as well as a renewed collective understand-
ing of the Harding Project’s mission.

Thompson said the workshop rein-
forced Harding Project visions — one that
Army journals build expertise, and two
provide sharing of those ideas.

“This is where we reinvigorate the con-
versation among our specialties within our

Army. Army journals help us understand
our responsibility to society,” he said.
“These journals allow military leaders to in-
form the force and speak laterally to each
other through best practices, what we’ve
learned, what the particular role of a
branch might be in the future.”

Last, the Harding Project means a
recommitment to writing to be good stew-
ards of the Army profession.

An emphasis on writing and reading,
creates a confidence in understanding and
creates better communicators, Thompson
explained.

For an in-depth description of the
Harding Project, visit https://www.hard-
ingproject.com/p/welcome-to-the-hard-
ing-project?utm_campaign=post&utm_m
edium=web.

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Sgt. 1st Class Leyon Summerlin, special assistant to the Chief of Staff of the Army; Lt. Col. Zachary Griffiths, Harding Proj-
ect director; and Ellen Toner, senior editorial manager, education and programs, Association of the United States Army,  lis-
ten to workshop participants’ suggestions and questions during the plenary session of the Harding Project Workshop June
26 at the McHugh Training Center.
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WWII pilot laid to rest (continued from Page A1)
thing would happen the
day his uncle went MIA.
“The weather was bad;

most of their fighter cover
wasn’t even able to get off
the ground; during the
mission, one-third of the
bombers had to drop out
because of mechanical
problems or some sort of a
problem, and so they had a
small contingency to do the
mission,” he said.
After successfully com-

pleting the mission to de-
stroy a railyard,
McLauchlen’s plane was hit
by groundfire that caused
damage to the wingtip.
“They were flying into

the sun, and so they didn’t
see the Japanese fighters
come in, and with only two
fighters to protect the unit,
it wasn’t very much help
there,” Richard said. “My
uncle was in charge of the
mission that day, so his
plane was right in the front,
right in the center, the first
plane the Japanese liked to
shoot down, and once they
started taking fire, and with
that smoking wing, my
uncle decided to drop out
of the formation so that his
plane wouldn’t cause any-
one else to be shot down.”
Richard said throughout

the process of finally bring-
ing his uncle home, the
military has treated his
uncle like the hero he was.
“From the start of me

getting involved with the
military on Uncle John’s re-
turn, they treated him as a
hero, from the very first
second I talked to them.
And then as we discussed
more of what happened
that day — that they lost so
many planes before the
mission even began, how
they had no protection
from fighters — that was a
mission someone was
going to get hurt, but they
did it anyhow, and they
were really successful in
what they did.”
Richard said his wife,

Anita McLauchlen, has
learned a lot about their
families through her ge-
nealogy research, and the
couple said that even
though they never met
him, they now feel like they
know “Uncle John”
through the information
and stories they’ve discov-
ered.
“I started getting curi-

ous about my uncle a few
years ago, because I didn’t
really know him. I knew his
name, his relationship to
my father, but I didn’t re-
ally personally know him
— it’s not that way any-
more,” Richard said, recall-
ing stories his dad used to
share about spending sum-
mer vacations with his
brother at their grandpar-
ents’ place in Michigan.
When Anita began re-

searching, she found a
group photo of
McLauchlen posed with
other members of his unit
in front of an airplane, and
her research and the cou-
ple’s curiosity about the
lost uncle continued from
there. Anita said she wants
to discover more than
names and dates in her on-
going genealogy research
— she wants to find infor-
mation that helps that per-
son really feel known.
Richard agreed that de-

tails learned beyond the
names and dates are impor-
tant pieces to know to help
understand the scope of
events and what people ex-
perienced.
“His unit lost seven

planes; 15 flew in damaged
that could not be repaired;
and they don’t tell you
about those people who
died, and those people who

were injured on those
planes — and then you stop
to think, this is a daily thing.
They lose so many people
on every single day that I
don’t know how they keep
up with it. Every day new
planes flying in to take the
place of the old; every day
more crew members arriv-
ing because they don’t have
anyone to replace them
with otherwise,” Richard
said. “These are the things
you don’t realize when you
start doing this kind of re-

search, unless you start
finding the other stories.”
He said his dad, who

served as a bombardier on a
B24 bomber during World
War II, died several years
ago and couldn’t witness
the ceremony, but he idol-
ized his older brother.
Bringing McLauchlen home
to rest means more to
Richard and his family than
he said he could ever de-
scribe.
“I’m unable to explain;

it’s just too important.”

Richard, himself a Viet-
nam veteran, said receiving
the folded flag from atop his
uncle’s casket put chills
down his spine.
“I know what war is, and

I know what Uncle John
went through, and getting
that flag is quite an honor,”
he said. 
Richard volunteered to

serve as an Air Force medic
from 1967-1971, working
one year in the emergency
room of the 483rd USAF
Hospital in Cam-Rahn Bay,

Vietnam. Even though
medic had been his third
job choice, one he filled in
at the last minute, he con-
tinued in the field after his
service in the Air Force as a
surgical technologist work-
ing privately for orthopedic
surgeons.
“The military really

opened up some different
options for me that I would
have never considered oth-
erwise.”
Richard, who is from St.

Joseph, Missouri, said he is

honored to know his uncle
is now buried in a nearby
military cemetery with
grave markers representing
every conflict.
“One of the things I

knew was that he didn’t
want to be forgotten, and
now that he’s here in this
cemetery, he’ll never be
anonymous again,” Richard
said. “He was unknown for
80 years, and now he’s here,
he’s home, and he’ll never
be lost again.”

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Col. Michael Goodwin, Joint Effects Division chief, Mission Command Training Program; Chaplain (Maj.) Christopher  Weinrich, Garrison
Plans/Operations chaplain; and Master Sgt. Kirk Mahaffey, Honor Guard NCOIC, salute as a hearse carrying the remains of World War II
pilot 2nd Lt. John McLauchlen Jr. arrives at the commital shelter July 8 at the Fort Leavenworth National Cemetery.

The Honor Guard fires
volleys, followed by Taps
played by bugler Sgt. 1st
Class Nicholas Burkeen,
right, Mission Command
Center of Excellence,
during the reinterment
ceremony for 2nd Lt.
John E. McLauchlen Jr.
July 8 at the Fort Leaven-
worth National Ceme-
tery. The World War II
pilot went missing in ac-
tion in 1943, and his
unidentified remains
were moved from Burma
to Hawaii in 1947. He was
officially accounted for
earlier this year by the
Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency.

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort
Leavenworth Lamp
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ABOVE: Emerson Kretzer, Patriot Guard Riders member from St. Joseph, Missouri,
salutes during a service to honor 2nd Lt. John McLauchlen Jr. July 8 at the Fort
Leavenworth National Cemetery.
LEFT: Chaplain (Maj.) Christopher  Weinrich, Garrison Plans/Operations chaplain,
recites the 23rd Psalm during the reinterment service for 2nd Lt. John
McLauchlen Jr. July 8 at the Fort Leavenworth National Cemetery.

A B-1 bomber from the 7th Bomb
Wing, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas,
flies over the Fort Leavenworth Na-
tional Cemetery during the reinter-
ment ceremony for 2nd Lt. John E.
McLauchlen Jr. July 8. “Our flyover at
Fort Leavenworth is a tribute to all the
brave men and women who have
served our country throughout his-
tory, connecting the past to the pres-
ent,” said Lt. Col. Ryan Stillwell,
commander of the 9th Bomb
Squadron assigned to the 7th Bomb
Wing. “It serves as a solemn reminder
of the sacrifices made by those who
came before us and a testament to
the enduring spirit of service and ded-
ication that defines our military.”

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp
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Garrison CSM change of responsibility, retirement (continued from Page A1)
throughout her Army career.
“You have woven so much in mentorship, advice — at

every rank, at every location, at every place you have
served,” Mosier said. “You have mentored me, you have
mentored soldiers at the rank of PFC (and) mentored every
officer and NCO in between, and I have to say that that
level of investment in the future leaders and the current
leaders of our Army cannot go, absolutely cannot go un-
recognized, and the impact is going to be for decades, ab-
solutely decades, and you, Sergeant Major, are the one fully
and solely responsible for that. You are a gifted human
being – warm, humble in nature — and everything that
you have done for this community demonstrates your care
and devotion for families and soldiers, our Army civilian
professionals, and anyone who comes through those gates.”
Mosier said Rhine-Russell also showed her devotion to

the off-post community, investing in relationships and
helping whenever, wherever she could.
“I see you, I see that, and we as a community see that,

and we thank you,” he said. “Thank you for being the in-
credible partner you have been, and for everything, even
before my time here, that you have done for this commu-
nity.”
Rhine-Russell asked the audience to allow her time to

thank some great leaders who have supported and en-
couraged her. 
“I will share my gratitude and appreciation for the many

contributions of leadership, guidance and encouragement,
which enlightened me with great knowledge and mentor-
ship,” she said. “Thank you all for motivating me and giv-
ing me even more reason to not quit.”
She thanked Mosier for the knowledge and experiences

gained under his leadership; former Garrison Commander
retired Col. John Misenheimer Jr. for his caring nature and
positive influence as a role model; Command Sgt. Maj.
Stephen Helton for his leadership and guidance; retired
Command Sgt. Maj. Rodney Bottoms for his impact on her
career; as well as her battle buddies, Garrison family, com-
munity partners, and additional soldiers, friends and fam-
ily.
Rhine-Russell said she has faith in Sun to excel as the

new Garrison command sergeant major, and reminded her
that she has an amazing team to support her.
“It saddens me to leave, but I know CSM Sun is over-

qualified to take the Garrison Headquarters and Fort Leav-
enworth community to greater heights with even more
outstanding results.”
Sun served in Operation Iraqi Freedom and U.S. Cen-

tral Command Materiel Retrograde Element in
Afghanistan. Her previous assignments include 47th For-
ward Support Battalion S1 NCOIC; 3rd Battalion, 13th In-
fantry Regiment senior drill sergeant; U.S. Army Europe
and Africa G1 platoon sergeant; Allied Forces Northern Eu-
rope first sergeant; 45th Sustainment Brigade S1 NCOIC;
259th Human Resources Company first sergeant; Equal
Opportunity program manager; 32nd Army Air and Mis-
sile Defense Command G1 sergeant major; 4th Infantry Di-
vision G1 sergeant major; and 369th Adjutant General
Battalion command sergeant major.
“I am deeply grateful for the trust and confidence placed

in me to uphold responsibilities that come with this posi-
tion,” Sun said. “First and foremost, I would like to extend
my heartfelt appreciation to Sergeant Major Rhine-Russell.
Your leadership, dedication and unwavering commitment
to the soldiers, civilians and family members has set a high
standard. As I am being told, I have big shoes to fill,” Sun
said. “To the soldiers, civilians and family members of this
amazing organization, I want you to know that I am com-
mitted to leading by example, and as I assume this role, I
pledge to listen, to learn and to lead with integrity and hu-
mility. I am here to serve and support you.”
Following the change of responsibility, several co-work-

ers and friends made remarks during Rhine-Russell’s re-
tirement ceremony, thanking her and reiterating some of
the positive contributions she has made to the community
and their lives before Rhine-Russell addressed guests and
reflected on her career.
“I never thought that when I signed up for four years of

service in October 1996 to obtain money for a college de-
gree that nearly 28 years later, I would retire as a command
sergeant major after serving in numerous leadership posi-
tions across echelons and various diverse units across the
world.”
Rhine-Russell served in Operation Iraqi Freedom with

the 3rd Infantry Division and as first sergeant of Charlie
Company, 101st Brigade Support Battalion, 1st Infantry Di-
vision for Operation Inherent Resolve. Her previous as-
signments include human resources, drill sergeant and
senior leader positions at Fort Stewart, Georgia; Fort Jack-
son, South Carolina; Fort Knox, Kentucky; Korea; and Fort
Hood, Texas.
“Eventually you start to see the value in embracing wise

counsel, learning from experiences of others, sharing
knowledge and the benefits of investing time in self-im-
provement for yourself and others,” she said. “You see the
face of someone who you inspire to do greatness. You see
the life in people and watch them prosper and grow be-

cause you invest time and patience to mentor, lead and
coach them. You develop relationships, strong bonds and
build strong, cohesive teams.”
“As I move into the next chapter of my life, I look for-

ward to new challenges and opportunities. While I may be
retiring from active duty, my commitment to service and
making a positive impact remains steadfast. I am excited

about the future and eager to continue contributing to our
community and country in new ways,” Rhine-Russell said.
“I thank you all again for your friendship and a lifetime of
memories. I depart the service with a heart filled with a life-
time of pride. I wish you each much prosperity in your fu-
ture adventures.”

ABOVE: Outgoing
Garrison Command
Sgt. Maj. Erika
Rhine-Russell deliv-
ers remarks at her
retirement cere-
mony, following the
Garrison change of
responsibility cere-
mony, June 28 at the
Frontier Conference
Center.

LEFT: Incoming Gar-
rison Command Sgt.
Maj. Vanessa Sun
thanks outgoing Gar-
rison Command Sgt.
Maj. Erika Rhine-Rus-
sell for her service
and wishes her well
during the Garrison
change of responsi-
bility ceremony June
28 at the Frontier
Conference Center.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort
Leavenworth Lamp

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

First Sgt. LaShay Austin, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Combined Arms Center, and Niyonda
Tillman arrange cupcakes into a U.S. flag design for Command Sgt. Maj. Erika Rhine-Russell’s reception June
28 at the Frontier Conference Center.

Have the Fort Leavenworth Lamp
delivered to your inbox!

Sign up to receive a reminder when a new issue of the Fort Leavenworth Lamp is posted by e-mailing
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Community celebrates summer, July 4th
with Jubilee, Independence Day festivities

Photo by Colbie Fairley/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Intern

Community members take advantage of free bowling, with free tickets provided by Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation, during the Summer Jubilee July 3 at
Strike Zone Bowling Center.

Photos by Colbie Fairley/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Intern

ABOVE: Families work on arts and crafts at an activity station during the Summer Jubiliee July
3 by Merritt Lake.
LEFT: Dodgeball participants play a game during the Summer Jubilee July 3 at Gruber Field.
Other Summer Jubilee events included free golf, swimming and bowling; bounce houses; mu-
seum tours; home run derby; three-point contest; workout of the day challenges; and food trucks
on site for refreshments.

Photos by Scott Gibson/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Officer

ABOVE: Members of the Salute Battery fire rounds for each state in the union during the Salute to the Union
July 4 by Merritt Lake.
BELOW: Fireworks explode over Merritt Lake during the Independence Day celebration July 4 on Fort Leav-
enworth.

ABOVE: Crowds gather
by Merritt Lake to cele-
brate the Independence
Day holiday July 4.

LEFT: Flags are waved
for each state in the
union, with a correspon-
ding cannon round, dur-
ing the Salute to the
Union July 4 by Merritt
Lake.

Photos by Scott Gibson/Fort Leaven-
worth Garrison Public Affairs Officer
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Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Odin, aka Odie, is a male husky-great Pyrenees mix available for
adoption at the Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility. E-mail fortleav-
enworthstrayfacility@gmail.com for an adoption application or
call 913-684-4939 for an appointment to meet Odin.

Jack, ABOVE, and Betsy, ABOVE
RIGHT, are a bonded pair of 1-year-old
poodle mixes available for adoption
together at the Fort Leavenworth
Stray Facility.

Genie, RIGHT, is a 2-year-old Belgian
Tervuren available for adoption at the
Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility.

Spay/neuter surgery, vaccinations to
date and microchipping are included
in their adoption fees.

The Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility at
510 Organ Ave. is open 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Friday,
and by appointment for pre-approved
adopters.

See www.FLSF.petfinder.com or call
913-684-4939 for more information.
E-mail fortleavenworthstrayfacil-
ity@gmail.com for an adoption appli-
cation.

Volunteers are needed to help cover
pet care shifts, walk dogs, clean ken-
nels and more. Foster homes for
adoptable pets, including the dogs
featured here, are also needed. To
apply to volunteer with the Fort Leav-
enworth Stray Facility, enter ZIP code
66027, then search for “stray animal
facility” at https://vmis.armyfamily-
webportal.com/.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp
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The Schools of Knowledge, Inspiration, Exploration
and Skills (SKIES): Unlimited offers classes in dance,
music, gymnastics, theater and more. For more infor-
mation, visit https://leavenworth.armymwr.com/
programs/skies-unlimited. Download the summer
catalog of available classes at https://leaven-
worth.armymwr.com/application/files/2217/1258/9
294/SKIESUnlimited_2024_Summer_Catalog.pdf

TEEN

HARROLD YOUTH CENTER
45 Biddle Blvd.

Fort Leavenworth, KS
(913) 684-5118

HOURS OF OPERATION

SUMMER CAMP HOURS
6 a.m.- 6 p.m.

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

OPEN RECREATION 
�on - �h�r 1 ���� - 6 ����

�ri�a� 1 ���� - � ����
Sat 2 ����- 8 ����

For more information on Teen 
Programs please

call Youth Services:

Youth Administration Office
684-5131

Harrold Youth Center 
684-5118

Youth Services Director 
Michelle Eastburn

684-5115

�o�th Ser�ices 
�ssistant �irector

�ileen Lane
684-5126

Youth Sports Department
684-7525 or 684-7526

SKIES Unlimited
684-3207

Call Parent Central for 
Appointment 

684-5138

Summer 
Adventure     
2024
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The Stonghold Food Pantry Pack the Backpack event is returning this year with the support of American Le-
gion Auxiliary - Kansas Unit 370.
Stronghold is dedicated to supporting military families by easing the burden of food insecurity by providing
groceries and basic necessities whenever and wherever needed.
The summer season (PCS season) can be chaotic and costly for military families. In the month of August,
Stronghold will also be providing back-to-school supplies.
This event is tailored to meet the specific grade-level needs of every military individual, from kindergarten
and beyond. Elementary school through high school supplies will be offered, from watercolors to headphones,
wide-ruled to college-ruled paper.
Join Stronghold from 10 a.m. to noon Aug. 7 in the conference room at 655 Biddle Boulevard to Pack the
Backpack.
Registration, a military ID and attendance are required for participation. Register at https://www.strong-
holdfoodpantry.org/event-details/pack-the-backpack-2.
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Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

Munson Army Health Center’s base-
ment at 550 Pope Ave. is one of the des-
ignated tornado shelters on post.

If a tornado watch is activated after
duty hours, Medical Department Activ-
ity personnel will open the health cen-
ter for those needing shelter. The
building will remain open until all
watches or warnings are lifted.

Visit https://www.facebook.com/munson-
health/ for updates and information.

Token of appreciation

Munson Army Health
Center Commander Col.
Shane Mendenhall pres-
ents Patient Experience
Representative Lisa Dunn
with a token of apprecia-
tion during the Leader
Daily Safety Brief in June
for her commitment to
patients visiting the
health center. Often the
first face patients see
when visiting the health
center, Dunn greets visi-
tors at the information
desk, provides directions
for those unfamiliar with
the facility, and shares
information about serv-
ices at MAHC.

Photo by Munson Army Health Center
Public Affairs

Sports physicals are currently unavail-
able from MAHC at this time. While
MAHC has offered sports physicals as a
courtesy in previous years, the current
staffing cannot support the service at
this time without impacting access for
patients with acute and/or chronic
healthcare needs. Furthermore, MAHC
cannot refer patients to the network for
a sports physical, because sports physi-
cals are not a TRICARE-covered benefit.
MAHC providers may complete sports
physical paperwork in conjunction with
a TRICARE-covered physical, like a
school physical or routine physical; how-
ever, appointments for routine physicals
might be delayed, when medically ap-
propriate, until late summer/early fall
when additional providers will be on
board.
MAHC apologizes for any inconvenience
this might cause.

Munson Army Health Center is currently scheduling an additional round of school physicals required for en-
rollment in Kansas schools.
According to Kansas law, physicals are required for students 8 years old or younger who are NEW to Kansas
schools. School physicals are not required for students attending Missouri schools, only current proof of im-
munization, which is available from the MHS GENESIS Patient Portal or from MAHC’s patient administration
section.
Patients should call MAHC’s appointment line (913-684-6250) weekdays from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays to
check appointment availability for a required school physical.
Be aware, routine physicals not required for enrollment may be delayed, when medically appropriate, until
late summer/early fall. Another round of school physicals will be announced later this summer.
Currently MAHC is not offering sports physicals for students who choose to participate in extracurricular ac-
tivities. Sports physicals on their own, are not a TRICARE-covered benefit, and instead have historically been
offered as a space-available service. Current staffing does not support the extra service without impacting
access for our patients with acute and/or chronic health care needs.
For more information on TRICARE-covered physicals, visit https://tricare.mil/CoveredServices/IsItCov-
ered/Physicals.


