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AT A GLANCE
� The Mission Command Center of Excellence Di-

rector COL. BRYAN L. BABICH WILL BE PRO-
MOTED to brigadier general at 1:30 p.m. Aug. 9 in
Eisenhower Auditorium at the Lewis and Clark Center.
The ceremony will be livestreamed at https://www.face-
book.com/USArmyMCCoE/.

� The LADIES INVITATIONAL two-person
scramble is at 9 a.m. Aug. 10 at Trails West Golf Course.
Call 913-651-7176 for more information.

� The Family Advocacy Program’s monthly
WORKSHOP AND WORKOUT is 11 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Aug. 10 at the Resiliency Center. Call or text 913-
683-2537 to reserve a spot.

� The FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL for Unified
School District 207 is Aug. 13. The commanding gen-
eral has authorized Army civilians and military per-
sonnel to take their children to school on their first day
and report to work late.

� MUNSON ARMY HEALTH CENTER WILL
CLOSE at noon Aug. 14 for quarterly training.

� The CATHOLIC  WOMEN OF THE CHAPEL
KICK OFF program is at 9 a.m. Aug. 15 at Pioneer
Chapel. CWOC meets at 9 a.m. Thursdays. Visit
https://www.facebook.com/CWOCFortLeavenworth
for more information.

� PAIR DAY is 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 17 at Harney
Sports Complex. See page B1 for more information.

International military students post flags
in CGSOC opening day ceremony

Maj. Dotine Laurencia Rakotomalala
of Madagascar enters the stage to
post her nation’s flag during the open-
ing day ceremony for the Command
and General Staff Officer Course Aug.
5 in Eisenhower Auditorium at the
Lewis and Clark Center.

As International Military
Student Division Chief
James Fain narrates,
Maj. Muhammad Hazri
bin Hajanan of Malaysia,
ABOVE, and Maj. An-
drejus Simcic of Lithua-
nia, RIGHT, enter the
Eisenhower Auditorium
stage to post their na-
tions’ colors in the Com-
mand and General Staff
Officer Course Opening
Day Flag Ceremony Aug.
5 at the Lewis and Clark
Center. 

The 2024-25 CGSOC
Class consists of 956
students with 122 inter-
national students repre-
senting 94 countries.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort
Leavenworth Lamp

ABOVE: Maj. Maksat Aitkazin of Kazakhstan posts his nation’s colors
during the traditional international flag ceremony signifying the start of
the Command and General Staff Officer Course Aug. 5 in Eisenhower
Auditorium at the Lewis and Clark Center.
LEFT: Lt. Col. Steffen Rohwedder of Germany salutes his nation’s flag
during the international flag ceremony Aug. 5 at the Lewis and Clark
Center.
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August is Antiterrorism
Awareness Month

by William Brown/Antiterrorism
and Force Protection
Officer/Directorate of Plans,
Training, Mobilization and Se-
curity

This August marks the
15th observance of Army
Antiterrorism Awareness
Month.

This is a time when
Army leaders work to instill
heightened awareness and
vigilance across the force to
protect Army critical re-
sources from acts of terror-
ism. Anti-Terrorism
Awareness Month is an im-
portant reminder to all
military and civilian per-
sonnel about the persistent
threats posed by adver-
saries, and the importance
of identifying threats and
what to do if a threat is dis-
covered.

Fort Leavenworth will
conduct antiterrorism
training, education and
awareness throughout the
month of August. Antiter-
rorism-related banners have
been posted across Fort
Leavenworth.  

This year the awareness
month will focus on the
following:

• Active shooter response
• Five phases of an active

shooter
• Cyber awareness
• Serious activity report-

ing/iWatch
• Force protection condi-

tion measures
Military and civilian per-

sonnel should ensure
required annual Antiterror-

ism Level 1 Awareness
training is up to date and
reported to their organiza-
tion. The standalone train-
ing can be found online at
https://jkodirect.jten.mil/At
las2/faces/page/login/Login.
seam. By integrating an-
titerrorism doctrinal princi-
ples with constant
antiterrorism awareness,
the Army ensures the safety
and security of its soldiers,
civilians, contractors and
family members while en-
suring mission success.

There is a wide spectrum
of threats to the Army com-

munity, including every-
thing from weather, crimi-
nal activity, insider threats
and potential terrorist tar-
geting. As risks and vulner-
abilities are identified,
mitigation measures are de-
veloped and emplaced.
These plans are exercised
routinely and monitored
for effectiveness and ulti-
mately result in a compre-
hensive plan that lays a solid
foundation for a safe com-
munity and an acceptable
level of risk.

Community involve-
ment is a key element in

protecting our population.
Reporting suspicious be-
haviors or activities many
times has proven to make
the difference in early inter-
vention of potential acts of
terrorism. If something is
out of place or doesn’t look
right, report it.

Such activities to report
include:

• People drawing
or measuring important
buildings

• Strangers asking ques-
tions about security forces
or procedures

• A briefcase, suitcase,

backpack or package left be-
hind and unattended

• Cars or trucks left in
No Parking zones in front
of important buildings

• Intruders found in se-
cure areas

• A person wearing
clothes that are too big and
bulky and/or too hot for the
weather

• Chemical smells or
fumes that cause concern

• People asking questions
about sensitive information,
such as building blueprints,
security plans or senior
leader travel schedules

without a right or need to
know

• People purchasing sup-
plies or equipment that can
be used to make bombs or
weapons

• People purchasing uni-
forms without having the
proper credentials

If it doesn’t look right,
report it. 

If it doesn’t smell right,
report it. 

It doesn’t sound right,
report it. 

If you “See Something,
Say Something!”

MED GOES RED

by Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

It may only be August but public health
officials on Fort Leavenworth are already
making plans for the upcoming flu season.

“On August 1, an automated action in
the Army’s medical readiness portal reset
the seasonal influenza vaccine status for
soldiers’ annual flu shot, but in most cases,
it is not necessary for soldiers on Fort Leav-
enworth to get the vaccine yet,” Munson
Army Health Center Chief of Public Health
and Soldier Readiness Maj. Meredith
Steggerda said. “This reset occurs annually
and is not reflective of inaction of soldiers.
It is just a way to track their vaccination sta-
tus for the new season.”

In the past, this reset has resulted in an
increased number of inquiries to public
health from soldiers, so Steggerda said that
she wished to prepare soldiers and benefi-
ciaries in advance.

“Seasonal influenza vaccines are admin-
istered to service members annually
throughout the Department of Defense to
reduce the risk of severe influenza and to
minimize risk to the force and mission. The
vaccine is also available to other Military

Health System beneficiaries aged 6 months
and up as a TRICARE-covered benefit be-
cause it is the best way to reduce risk from
seasonal flu and its potentially serious com-
plications,” Steggerda said.

Pending availability, MAHC’s Public
Health team will begin administering flu
vaccines in the fall.

While seasonal influenza vaccines are al-
ready being marketed at retail facilities off
post, the Centers for Disease Control indi-
cates vaccination in July and August is not
recommended for most adults in the
United States because vaccine efficacy will
peak before the projected conclusion of flu
season.

“For most people on Fort Leavenworth
who need only one dose for the season, fall
is generally a good time to get vaccinated.
This will help provide coverage through the
end of the season, which in the continental
United States is typically April,” Steggerda
said.

Travel abroad to the Southern Hemi-
sphere where flu is more prevalent from
April to August, and some medical condi-
tions, could require individuals to get vac-

cinated earlier.
Individuals who are concerned they

might need seasonal influenza vaccine be-
fore Fort Leavenworth’s annual vaccination
efforts can consult with their provider
through the secure messaging feature in the
MHS GENESIS Patient Portal.

Steggerda and other MAHC officials are 

currently planning this season’s seasonal in-
fluenza vaccine outreach events for later
this fall and will keep the community up-
dated as the dates draw near. For now, how-
ever, she said there is no cause for concern
for soldiers on Fort Leavenworth who do
not have this season’s influenza vaccine
documented in their record.

No cause for concern for soldiers who do
not have this season’s influenza vaccine

documented in their record
Officials plan defense for upcoming flu season

“On Aug. 1, an au-
tomated action in
the Army’s med-
ical readiness por-
tal reset the
seasonal in-
fluenza vaccine
status for sol-
diers’ annual flu
shot, but in most
cases, it is not
necessary for sol-
diers on Fort Leav-
enworth to get
the vaccine yet,”
Munson Army
Health Center
Chief of Public
Health and Sol-
dier Readiness
Maj. Meredith
Steggerda said.

File photo by Prudence
Siebert/Fort Leavenworth

Lamp
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4 local students awarded
Fisher House scholarships

by Defense Commissary Agency Press Release

FORT GREGG-ADAMS, Va. – Fisher House Founda-
tion has announced the winners of its annual Scholarships
for Military Children program, which awards deserving
children of U.S. service members scholarship grants, offer-
ing an early boost to their continued educational success.

Fort Leavenworth scholarship recipients are Matthew
Parker, Christopher Raithel, Abhilasa Raut and Taylor
Rowe.

This year, the nonprofit foundation awarded 500 chil-
dren a $2,000 scholarship each for the upcoming 2024-
2025 academic year. Fisher House created the program in
2001 in partnership with the Defense Commissary Agency
to recognize the contributions of military families to the
readiness of the fighting force and to celebrate the com-
missaries’ role in enhancing the military’s quality of life.

Marshall Banks, director of community relations at
Fisher House Foundation, highlighted ongoing enhance-
ments to the online application process, aimed at meeting
the increasing number of student applicants each year.

“The online application process for the 2024-2025
Scholarships for Military Children program was a re-
sounding success,” he said. “Our team received over 4,000
applications again this year from 235 commissaries.” Banks
went on to note that, due to the support from its generous
donors, Fisher House Foundation has awarded $23,126,500
in scholarships over the past 24 years.

Each year, scholarship applicants submit their official
transcript indicating a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 or

above on a 4.0 scale for high school applicants or a cumu-
lative minimum GPA of 2.5 or above on a 4.0 scale for stu-
dents already enrolled in college and an essay of 500 words
or less, no longer than two pages.

Eligibility for the program is determined using the De-
fense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS)
database. Applicants must ensure that they, as well as their
sponsor, are enrolled in DEERS and have a current mili-
tary dependent ID card. Applicants must also be planning
to attend or already be attending an accredited college or
university full-time in the fall of 2024, or be enrolled in a
program of studies designed to transfer directly into a four-
year program.

Applicants who have been awarded a full scholarship to
attend a college or university, or who receive an appoint-
ment to one of the military academies or affiliated prepara-
tory schools, are not eligible to receive funds from this
program. A full scholarship is usually defined as one that
provides for payment of tuition, books, lab fees and other
expenses.

All rules and requirements for the program, as well as
links to frequently asked questions are available at the
Scholarships for Military Children website, as is the full list
of this year’s winners, at https://www.fisherhouse.org/pro-
grams/scholarship-programs/scholarships-for-military-
children/.

DeCA Director and CEO John Hall attended a scholar-
ship award ceremony at the Fort Gregg-Adams commis-
sary in Virginia on July 18 to present four local student
winners with certificates honoring their efforts.

“This is really quite an achievement, so congratulations
to the awardees and congratulations to their parents,” Hall
said.

Hall added that as a father, he could imagine the par-
ents’ state of mind. “Having put four children through col-
lege, I know you’re going through two emotions right now,”
he said. “One, you’re really proud of your child, justifiably
so. You’re really proud of your child for achieving this. But
the second emotion I know you’re going through is ‘Thank
God! I’m saving $2,000 here!’ It's okay to go through both
of those, and I congratulate you all because I know you had
lot to do with this, too — the way you raised your children
to be able to achieve this.”

Todd Heasley, DeCA’s scholarships program liaison, said
the 2025 Fisher House scholarships should open for appli-
cations in December and close in February, with exact dates
to be determined. Visit https://www.fisherhouse.org/pro-
grams/scholarship-programs/scholarships-for-military-
children/ for more information.

Fisher House Foundation also has a custom scholarship
search engine tailored to military families, called “Scholar-
ships for Service.”  It’s free, easy to use, and available on
mobile devices or computers at https://www.fisher-
house.org/programs/scholarship-programs/scholarships-
for-military-children/.

Fisher House Foundation is ranked a four-star charity
by Charity Navigator. No government funds are used to
support the Scholarships for Military Children program.
Commissary vendors, manufacturers, brokers, suppliers
and the general public donate money to fund the program.

Feds Feed Families campaign underway
by Mike Perron/Defense Commissary
Agency Public Affairs Specialist

FORT GREGG-ADAMS, Va. -
June 24 marked the kickoff for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's
15th annual Feds Feed Families
campaign, which encourages em-
ployees from across the federal
government to give in-kind con-
tributions, whether food, services
and/or time, to food banks and
pantries.

This year's campaign runs
through Sept. 30, and is the fifth
year the Department of Defense
has designated the Defense Com-
missary Agency to lead its portion
of the food donation effort.

The 2023 Feds Feed Families
campaign broke records, bringing
in more than 10 million pounds
of goods donated to food banks
across the nation, an increase of
more than 2.2 million pounds
from 2022. Of the 10 million
pounds donated, DoD con-
tributed 5.9 million, or 59 percent,
an increase of more than 26 per-
cent from 2022. DeCA's share of
DOD's 5.9 million was 4.1 million
pounds, or 69 percent, an increase
of more than 28 percent. Since
Feds Feed Families launched in
2009, more than 117 million
pounds of food have been col-
lected for donation.

According to the USDA, 2.8
percent (17 million) of U.S.
households were food insecure at
some time during 2022, the most
recent year for which data is avail-
able. Food price inflation contin-
ues to exacerbate the problem in
2024.

Commissaries on participating
stateside military installations

help collect those items indicated
as most-needed by food pantries
and then donate them to food
banks local to their area. 

Eligible commissary cus-
tomers and employees have a
number of options to participate
this year:

• By bringing items from home
and dropping them off at dona-
tion bins at the front of stores

• By purchasing needed food
for donation while shopping at
commissaries

• By purchasing standardized,
$25 prepackaged donation bags,
only available when using the
agency's Commissary CLICK2GO
online ordering, curbside pick-up
service this year. The donation
bags contain store brand items
such as Freedom's Choice prod-
ucts, including canned meat,
canned vegetables, pasta, pasta
sauce and other items.

While checking out, cashiers
will ask if patrons have any dona-
tions to be rung up first, so cus-
tomers should place those items
together in their carts for ease of
access.

Once collected, commissaries
work closely with installation offi-
cials to get the donations directly
to local food banks.

Typically, the most-needed
items include:

• Canned vegetables (low
sodium or no salt preferred)

• Canned fruits (in light syrup
or their own juices)

• Canned proteins such as tuna,
salmon, chicken, peanut butter
and beans

• Soups such as beef stew, chili,
chicken, turkey or rice

• Condiments such as tomato-

based sauces, light soy sauce,
ketchup, mustard, salad dressing
or oils

• Snacks, including individu-
ally packed healthy snacks, such as
trail mix, dried fruit, granola and
cereal bars

• Multigrain cereals
• 100 percent juice (all sizes, in-

cluding juice boxes)
•Grains, including brown and

white rice, oatmeal, quinoa, cous-

cous, pasta, and macaroni and
cheese

• Paper products and house-
hold items such as paper towels,
napkins and cleaning supplies.

"The annual Feds Feed Fami-
lies food drive remains one of the
best ways for commissaries and
military families to give back to
the communities we live in," said
Navy Command Master Chief
Mario Rivers, senior enlisted ad-

visor to DeCA's director. "Work-
ing with base commanders and
chaplains' offices, these donations
go directly into the hands of those
most in need, including some of
our own active-duty service
members and families who also
benefit."

For more information on the
campaign, visit https://feds-feed-
families-usdaars.hub.arcgis.com.
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U.S. Army soldier wins Olympic silver

2024 PARIS OLYMPICS

U.S. Army photos by Sgt. 1st Class Kulani Lakanaria

U.S. Army Sgt. Sagen Maddalena, fourth from left, Olympian and instructor/shooter assigned to the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit at Fort Moore, Georgia, competes
in the women’s 50-meter rifle three positions finals Aug. 2 at the Chateauroux Shooting Centre in Chateauroux, France.

by Army Marksmanship Unit

C H AT E AU R O U X ,
France — Sgt. Sagen Mad-
dalena won the silver medal
in women’s 50-meter rifle
three positions Aug. 2 at
the 2024 Olympic Games
in Chateauroux, France.
Maddalena is a marksman-
ship instructor and com-
petitive shooter for the U.S.
Army Marksmanship Unit
stationed out of Fort
Moore (formerly Fort Ben-
ning), Georgia.

Maddalena earned a
place in the finals of the top
eight competitors after set-
ting an Olympic qualifica-
tion record with a score of
593-45x. China’s Qiongyue
Zhang followed close be-
hind with a 593-40x.

Once in the final, the
U.S. Army Marksmanship
Unit soldier took the lead
after the first five kneeling
shots with a 52.2 and held
her first-place lead after 10 shots with 104.4.
Austria’s Nadine Ungerank followed with a
104. Moving into the prone position, with
15 shots in, the Groveland, California, na-
tive slipped down to fourth with a 155.9, as
Switzerland’s Chiara Leone took the lead
with a 156.2. Ungerank and Zhang followed
in second and third.

However, after another five shots, Mad-
dalena took the lead again with a 208.2,
with China just .1 away. Maddalena spread
the gap after 25 shots with a score of 261.2
while Zhang held second with a 260.4. With
30 shots into the final, Maddalena contin-
ued to lead with 314.0 points.

After five shots in the standing position,
Maddalena slipped down to fifth with a
361.8 while Zhang moved into first place
with a 364.7. Norway, Switzerland and Aus-
tria followed respectively. With five more
shots into the standing position, the Fort
Moore soldier moved up to fourth. By shot
42, Maddalena had taken the lead again with
433.6 points, a .2 lead over Leone.

Shot 43 brought Maddalena into the
final three competitors, ensuring an Olympic medal. At
that moment, she had 443.0 points, while Zhang was in sec-
ond with a .2 point lead, and Leone was first with .9 point
lead.

After two more shots, Maddalena secured the silver
medal over China with 463.0 points while Switzerland
claimed the  gold.

This was not the first Olympics for Maddalena. She

competed in the three-position rifle, or smallbore, at the
2020 Tokyo Olympics, placing fifth.

The last time Team USA medaled in this event was 2012
when Jamie Beverley won gold in London.

To see the 2024 finals from the 50-meter rifle three po-
sitions, visit https://olympics.com/en/paris-2024/results/
shooting/50m-rifle-3-positions-women/fnl-000100--.

To see more photographs from the Maddalena's com-
petition, visit https://www.flickr.com/photos/usamu/sets/
72177720319271730/.

Silver medalist U.S. Army Sgt. Sagen Maddalena, left, Olympian and
instructor/shooter assigned to the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit at Fort Moore,
Georgia, takes a selfie with fellow medalists Switzerland’s Chiara Leone, gold, and
China’s Qiongyue Zhang, bronze, following the women’s 50-meter rifle three po-
sitions finals Aug. 2 at the Chateauroux Shooting Centre in Chateauroux, France.

U.S. Army Sgt. Sagen Maddalena, Olympian and instructor/shooter
assigned to the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit at Fort Moore, Geor-
gia, competes in the women’s 50-meter rifle three positions finals
Aug. 2 at the Chateauroux Shooting Centre in Chateauroux, France.

U.S. Army Sgt. Sagen Maddalena, Olympian and in-
structor/shooter assigned to the U.S. Army Marks-
manship Unit at Fort Moore, Georgia, earned the
silver medal during the women’s 50-meter rifle three
positions finals Aug. 2 at the Chateauroux Shooting
Centre in Chateauroux, France.
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delivered to your inbox!

Sign up to receive a reminder when a new issue of the Fort Leavenworth Lamp is posted by e-mailing
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Community ‘Checks-Out’ library

Backpacks, bowling offered at back-to-school event
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LEFT: Kelly Farise helps her children, Liana and Max, pick out books at the Check-
Out Your Library event, sponsored by the Command and General Staff College
Foundation, Aug. 5 at the Combined Arms Research Library.
“With this (event) we look to give families who are a part of the community a
chance to get to know their local library,” Command and General Staff College
Foundation CEO Lora Morgan said. “We had a great turnout in the previous year,
and this year's turnout seems to meet expectations as well.”
BELOW: Circulation Department Head Sierra Hochstatter hosts story time at the
Check-Out Your Library event Aug. 5 at the Combined Arms Research Library.
Hochstatter read “The Napping House” by Audrey Wood, which she followed with
a visual retelling of the story, moving characters made of felt around on a felt
board. During the story time, Hochstatter also read “Five Little Monkeys Jumping
on the Bed” by Eileen Christelow.

Photos by Colbie Fairley/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office Intern

Community Librarian
Carlisha Dortina assists
families in beginning a li-
brary scavenger hunt at
the Check-Out Your Li-
brary event Aug. 5 at the
Combined Arms Re-
search Library. During
the scavenger hunt, par-
ticipants searched for
clues hidden throughout
the library's main floor
that they used to com-
plete word puzzles. Li-
brary staff assisted
families in activities and
answered questions
about the library's mate-
rials and services. The
event also included book
giveaways, crafts, story
time and an outdoor
StoryWalk featuring
“Scaredy Squirrel Goes
Camping” by Mélanie
Watt. 

Photo by Colbie Fairley/
Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public

Affairs Office Intern

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Four-year-old June Bailey selects a backpack filled with school supplies from the
different colors offered by Amy McCauley, New Parent Support Program child
and family specialist, while 12-year-old Zoey, 6-year-old Jedd and mom Zyralyn
Bailey talk with Army Community Service staff during the Family Advocacy and
Exceptional Family Member programs’ free back-to-school bowling party Aug. 2
at Strike Zone Bowling Center. About 250 backpacks were distributed during the
event. Stronghold Food Pantry and the 500th Military Police Detachment/67th
MP Detachment (Military Working Dog), Special Troops Battalion Family Readi-
ness Group also conducted back-to-school events with school supply giveaways
this week. Fort Leavenworth’s Unified School District 207 begins school Aug. 13.

RIGHT: Eight-year-old
son Stanislav Makarov
eyes the pins as he
sends a ball down the
lane during the free
back-to-school bowling
party Aug. 2 at Strike
Zone Bowling Center.
Army Community Ser-
vice’s Family Advocacy
and Exceptional Family
Member programs
hosted the event, offer-
ing free backpacks filled
with school supplies for
250 school-aged chil-
dren.

BELOW: Anna Makarova
celebrates for her 8-
year-old son Stanislav
Makarov while bowling
together at the Family
Advocacy and Excep-
tional Family Member
programs’ back-to-
school bowling party
Aug. 2 at Strike Zone
Bowling Center.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort
Leavenworth Lamp 



Children, volunteers dive into underwater-themed

Vacation Bible
School

Vacation Bible
School
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Volunteer song and
dance leaders Amy Quin-
lan and Jamie Showers,
portraying mermaids
Coral and Opal, teach ac-
tions to correspond with
the words to songs to Va-
cation Bible School par-
ticipants Aug. 6 at
Frontier Chapel. The un-
derwater-themed pro-
gram based on “SCUBA:
Diving Into Friendship
with God” provided faith-
based education and ac-
tivies for children 4 years
old though fifth grade.
More than 90 volunteers
and 177 children partici-
pated in the three-day
Vacation Bible School
Aug. 6-8. Quinlan and
Showers decorated the
sanctuary, foyer, hall-
ways and more with a
submarine, SCUBA
divers, and sharks and
other sea creatures
swimming overhead to
help convey the VBS
theme.

Photo by Prudence Siebert/
Fort Leavenworth Lamp

ABOVE: VBS volunteer
Stephanie Reves leads a
class of third-graders in
the “Imagination Sta-
tion,” where children
were asked to test their
creativity, during Vaca-
tion Bible School Aug. 6
at Pioneer Chapel. Dur-
ing the session, children
learned ocean facts,
such as how much of the
ocean has been discov-
ered, and they decorated
paper fish with sequins
and stickers using differ-
ent colors based on their
answers to questions
like “Would you rather
live in a sand castle or a
sea anemone?”.
RIGHT: Garrison Chap-
lain (Lt. Col.) Nathan
McLean talks with Vaca-
tion Bible School partic-
ipants about scripture
during the first day of
VBS’s faith-based edu-
cation and activities
Aug. 6 at Pioneer
Chapel. McLean read
from the book of 1 Kings,
breaking down chapters
16-19 to discuss the real-
ity of faith. Children
memorized passages
each day, called “sticky
scriptures,” with accom-
panying dance moves to
help them remember.
Sticky scriptures were
John 6:69 on Tuesday,
John 14:27 on Wednes-
day and John 3:16 on
Thursday.

Photos by Colbie Fairley/
Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public

Affairs Office Intern SEE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL| A7 FOR
MORE PHOTOS

by Colbie Fairley/Fort Leavenworth Garrison
Public Affairs Intern

The Fort Leavenworth Chapel Com-
munity hosted its annual Vacation Bible
School for Fort Leavenworth youth Aug.
6-8 at Frontier and Pioneer Chapels.

This year’s theme was “SCUBA: Diving
Into Friendship with God.” The theme’s
overall goal was to appeal to children in
an underwater world complete with pi-
rates, hidden treasure chests and songs
that glorify the name of God. Decorations
included depictions of the ocean that in-
cluded a submarine and sharks and divers
swimming overhead.

Shelly Wilson, crafts leader, portrayed
the pirate “Captain Ruby” in a skit per-
formed as children arrived at the crafts
station. Children were able to interact
with Captain Ruby, as she granted each
child with a “prize from the sky” as toys
rained down from her sails in the pirate
ship-themed hallway. 

Wilson said that VBS themes change
every year.

“Last year’s theme was ‘Outer Space,’
and the kids really enjoyed that. This year
we added a unique look to the hallways to
make things more realistic during our ses-
sion,” she said.

There were more than 90 volunteers
and 177 children registered in this year’s
VBS. Bible school volunteers guided chil-
dren in grade-level groups ranging from
pre-kindergarten through fifth grade in
various activities that related to what faith
means.

“Appealing to the children was our
main goal, especially with our activities
and themes,” said Amy Quinlan, volunteer
song and dance leader for VBS. “My
prayer is that they will feel the truth that
Jesus is real and that he wants a relation-
ship with them… I’ve seen the impact
VBS has on the younger children, so it’s
easier to be optimistic about our outreach
to older kids as well.”

On the first day of Vacation Bible
School, children were introduced to out-
door games like cardboard basketball and
beach ball tossing. Fourth-grader Evan
Foley gave credit to God for his competi-
tiveness during the outdoor session.

“God can help me with tough chal-
lenges, and so far I’ve had fun,” he said.

VBS leaders worked to impart the
overall theme of VBS to the children, par-
ticularly by “diving” into specific scrip-
ture.

Garrison Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Nathan
McLean was the speaker for the children’s
Bible reading session. McLean discussed
chapters in the book of 1 Kings, demon-
strating to children the essence of what it
means to believe in God. McLean encour-
aged children to take home what they
have learned and to exercise their faith be-
yond Vacation Bible School.
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Vacation Bible School (continued from Page A6)

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Six-year-olds Avery Waldron and Angie Swift try to catch a ball with a beach towel while playing “Catch of the Day” with volunteer Kristin Cheney, 6-year-old John
Opp, 6-year-old Timmothy Stephens and recreation station volunteer 11-year-old Liam Quinlan during the “SCUBA: Diving Into Friendship with God”-themed Vaca-
tion Bible School Aug. 6 outside Pioneer Chapel. Children rotated through recreation, snack, craft, singing and other activities during the three-day, faith-based event
for children 4 years old through fifth grade.

VBS  vo l u n t e e r
Diane Kohl orches-
trates a game of
“Color Wheel,” an
alternate version
of Duck-Duck-
Goose, with
fourth -graders
during Vacation
Bible School Aug.
6 outside Frontier
Chapel. Kohl also
led VBS partici-
pants in playing
cardboard basket-
ball, a team-build-
ing defense game
using dodgeballs
and cardboard
boxes for baskets.

Photo by Colbie Fairley/
Fort Leavenworth Garrison
Public Affairs Office Intern
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Pets of the Week

Betsy, ABOVE, and Jack, RIGHT, are a bonded pair of
1-year-old mixed-breed dogs, possibly poodle with
Gordon setter (Betsy) and sheepdog (Jack), available
for adoption at the Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility.
Spay/neuter surgery, vaccinations and microchip-
ping are included in their adoption fees. Ideally, they
are to be adopted together.

The Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility at 510 Organ Ave.
is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day, and by appointment for pre-approved adopters.

See www.FLSF.petfinder.com or call 913-684-4939
for more information. E-mail fortleavenworthstray-
facility@gmail.com for an adoption application.

Volunteers are needed to help cover pet care shifts,
walk dogs, clean kennels and more. Foster homes for
adoptable pets are also needed. To apply to volun-
teer with the Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, enter
ZIP code 66027, then search for “stray animal facil-
ity” at https://vmis.armyfamilywebportal.com/.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/
Fort Leavewnorth Lamp
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The Schools of Knowledge, Inspiration, Exploration
and Skills (SKIES): Unlimited offers classes in dance,
music, gymnastics, theater and more. For more infor-
mation, visit https://leavenworth.armymwr.com/
programs/skies-unlimited. Download the summer
catalog of available classes at https://leaven-
worth.armymwr.com/application/files/2217/1258/9
294/SKIESUnlimited_2024_Summer_Catalog.pdf
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1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App
© 2023 The American National Red Cross | 424901-01 DC

Give blood for 
thrilling fun!
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Blood Drive  
Ft Leavenworth  
Frontier Chapel  

 

Fellowship Hall 
625 Thomas Avenue 

Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027 
 

Saturday, August 17, 2024 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 
All presenting donors will receive a ticket to Worlds of Fun while supplies last! 

Tickets are nontransferable and cannot be exchanged for cash. 
 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter: FortLeavenworth to schedule an appointment.  

 

 
Scan to be directed to 

RapidPass® 

Donors needed! Come give blood in August for $20 
Amazon.com Gift Card by email. See rcblood.org/Help   

Scan to schedule 
an appointment. 
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OPENINGS FOR THE 2024-25 SCHOOL YEAR:

WHIRIN

REING WE ARE

HIRING WE ARE

HIRING
REING WE AHIRING

ESOL Instructional Assistant
Pre-K Instructional Assistant
Special Education Teacher K-5
Special Education Teacher 6-9
Special Education Para Educators
Food Service Manager
Food Service Cook
Part-Time Lunchroom Aides

Substitute Teachers

SILVER STAR AWARD
Kansas State

Department of Education
National Association of 

Federally Impacted Schools

#1 School District
in Kansas

Schooldigger.com

www.usd207.org          -          913-651-7373

G

FORT LEAVENWORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT
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July 2024 January 2025
S M T W Th F S Holiday/No School Parent/Teacher Confs. S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 Half Day School/No Preschool Early Dismissal/Release 1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 July 23 Patton New Parent Meeting - 5:00 PM 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

28 29 30 31 July 24 Elem. & Patton Enrollment A-L 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM 26 27 28 29 30 31

August 2024
July 25 Elem. & Patton Enrollment M-Z  8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

February 2025Aug 8 Elementary New Parent Meeting - 3:00 PM 

S M T W Th F S Aug 12 Patton Parent Know Your School - 9:30 AM- 12:00 PM S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 Aug 12 Elementary Parent Know Your School - 1:00 PM - 3:30 PM 1

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Aug 13 First Day of School 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Aug 13-22 Kindergarten Half Days 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Aug 23 Parent/Teacher Conferences - 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM - No School 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Aug 26 Kindergarten Full Day Schedule Starts 23 24 25 26 27 28

September 2024
Aug 30 Staff PD Day - No School 

March 2025Sept 2 Labor Day - No School/No Staff 

S M T W Th F S Oct 11 Half Day PD/Half Day Grading - No School S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Oct 14 Columbus Day - No School/No Staff 1

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Oct 17 Parent/Teacher Conferences - 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM - No School 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Oct 18 Parent/Teacher Conferences - 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM - No School 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

22 23 24 2 26 27 28 Nov 11 Veterans Day - No School/No Staff 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

29 30 Nov 27-29 Thanksgiving Break - No School/No Staff 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

October 2024
Dec 19 Half Day of School/Half Day Grading - No Preschool 30 31

Dec 20 - Jan 3 Winter Break - No School

April 2025S M T W Th F S Jan 6 Staff PD Day - No School

1 2 3 4 5 Jan 7 First Day Back for Students S M T W Th F S

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Jan 20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School/No Staff 1 2 3 4 5

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Jan 31 Parent/Teacher Conf - 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM - No School 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Feb 17 Presidents' Day - No School/No Staff 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

27 28 29 30 31 Mar 14 Half Day PD/Half Day Grading - No School 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

November 2024
Mar 17-21 Spring Break - No School/No Staff 27 28 29 30

April 18 No School/No Staff 

May 2025S M T W Th F S May 15 PJH 9th Grade Graduation 

1 2 May 16 Half Day PD/Half Day Grading - No School S M T W Th F S

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 May 23 Last Day for Students - 1/2 Day of School - No Preschool 1 2 3

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

December 2024
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Fort Leavenworth USD 207 Board Approved: 2/26/2024



MUNSON NOTES

Visit
https://www.

facebook.com/
munsonhealth/
for updates and
information.
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New provider

Photo by Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

Munson Army Health Center welcomes the facility’s newest health care provider, Maj. Vincent Krause.
Krause is a family nurse practitioner who provides primary care, physical examinations, diagnostic testing and
patient referrals for patients enrolled at the health center. 
He first joined the Army as a med-surg nurse at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. After completing the Critical Care Nurse
Course, he worked in an intensive care unit at Madigan Army Medical Center, Joint Base Lewis-McChord,
Washington.
Later he applied and was selected for the Army’s advanced education assistance program, Long Term Health
Education and Training. This program paid for him to attend school full-time at Jacksonville University, Jack-
sonville, Florida, where he earned his doctor of nursing practice — family nurse practitioner.
Krause’s last assignment was at Fort Moore, Georgia, working as a nurse practitioner and battalion surgeon.
Krause also holds a certification as an emergency nurse practitioner.

Munson Army
Health Center
congratulates
the teams’
newest Air As-
sault gradu-
ate, U.S. Army
Dentist Capt.
Kyle Wilson,
officer in
charge, Smith
Dental Clinic.
Air Assault im-
proves readi-
ness by
providing the
Army more
versatile sol-
diers who can
lead joint air-
ground opera-
tions —
i n c l u d i n g
medical evac-
uations, and
troop and
e q u i pm e n t
movement —
enabling a
ready medical
force through
elevated profi-
ciency.

Submitted photo

� MUNSON ARMY HEALTH CENTER
WILL CLOSE at noon Aug. 14 for quarterly
training.

� Col. Shane Mendenhall will relinquish
duties as Medical Department Activity com-
mander and Munson Army Health Center
director to Col. Jolanda L.J. Walker during a
CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY at
11 a.m. Aug. 16 at the Frontier Conference
Center.  The ceremony will be livestreamed
at https://www.facebook.com/munson-
health. The health center will be open for
regularly scheduled hours of operation.

� Service members, retirees, family
members and Department of Defense fed-
eral employees on Fort Leavenworth are EL-
IGIBLE TO USE THE ARMED FORCES
WELLNESS CENTER FOR FREE. This in-
cludes physical fitness testing, body compo-
sition analysis, stress management,
improving sleep habits and individual health
coaching. You set the goals; the AFWC staff
puts you on the path to achieving them. Pro-
grams are individualized to address your
current needs, motivation and confidence
level. Visit the Fort Leavenworth AFWC in
Eisenhower Hall or call 913-758-3403 to
schedule an appointment. The health educa-
tors are also available to go mobile, taking
their class to units or organizations on post
and family readiness groups. To learn more
about AFWC services visit https://dvid-
shub.net/r/8wttlf.

Air Assault graduate


