
THURSDAY
JUNE 4, 2026

T H E  F O R T  L E A V E N W O R T H

CONTACT US | Phone: 913-684-5267 | E-mail: ftlvlampeditor@gmail.com | On the Web: https://home.army.mil/leavenworth/about/news

LAMP
SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF FORT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS, FOR MORE THAN 55 YEARS 

LAMP

� The next SPEAKER SERIES HISTORY
BRUNCH is “Kansas City Kansas Community Col-
lege, the Greatest Generation and You” at 10:30 a.m.
June 6 at the Frontier Conference Center.

� The Garrison Command Team will cut the
ARMY BIRTHDAY CAKE at 11 a.m. June 12 at the
Post Exchange.

� The next FORT LEAVENWORTH STRAY FA-
CILITY VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION for new vol-
unteers and anyone interested in how they can get
involved with FLSF is 10-10:30 a.m. June 13 at 510
Organ Ave.

� The next BLOOD DRIVE is 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
June 15 at Frontier Chapel. Call 1-800-RED
CROSS/733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org and
enter “Fort Leavenworth” to schedule an appointment.

� The ARTS AND CRAFTS STUDIO OFFERS
CLASSES and activities for all ages, to include birth-
day and special event parties. Classes fill up fast, so call
913-684-3373 or drop by at 310 McPherson Ave. to
register. See class calendars for June and July on page
B3.

� HANCOCK OUTDOOR POOL is open for the
season. For more information, visit https://leaven-
worth.armymwr.com/view-event/outdoor-pool-
info/7282639/89843.

� SHERMAN GATE WILL BE CLOSED through
June 12. Grant Gate will be open for installation ac-
cess and exit.

� The FORT LEAVENWORTH RECYCLING
CENTER no longer has 24/7 access. New hours are 7
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. The center is

open the first weekend of the month and closed fed-
eral holidays.

� The 2026 MOTORCYCLE SAFETY FOUNDA-
TION TRAINING is open for enrollment for the
BASIC RIDER COURSE and ADVANCED RIDER
COURSE. For more information and to enroll, visit
https://home. army.mil/leavenworth/my-fort/all-ser-
vices/safety.

� The Fort Leavenworth Lamp offers SUMMER
INTERNSHIPS and welcomes unit and volunteer
story and photo contributions. E-mail ftlvlampedi-
tor@gmail.com for more information.

� See page B1 (Post Notes section) for MORE UP-
COMING EVENTS.

AT A GLANCE

Commencement speaker
tells CGSOC graduates

they are most important
demographic in Army

Line of Departure app
launches for easy branch

publication access
by Jessica H. Brushwood/Army University Press Public Affairs

FORT LEAVENWORTH, Kansas – Military professionals
now have instant access to all Army branch journals through the
new Line of Departure app, which currently delivers more than
1,200 professional military articles directly to the field.

Army University Press launched the app on May 12, 2026, ex-
panding the reach of the Line of Departure website that previ-
ously consolidated the Army’s branch journals into a single,
searchable interface. The new mobile version enhances the user
experience by letting readers receive article alerts, build custom
bookshelves and share content with others.

Maj. Nate Green, a Harding Fellow for Armor Magazine, said
that the app’s ease of use directly meets reader needs on the go. 

“I am a big fan of the mobile app and how it brings resources
to readers. In less than three clicks, I can be reading an article
from a professional bulletin,” Green said.

Putting professional discourse and leadership lessons learned
directly in soldiers' hands supports the Army’s mandate to rein-
vigorate professional writing. Lt. Gen. Jim Isenhower, com-
manding general of Combined Arms Command and Fort
Leavenworth, emphasized the importance of effective writing
earlier this year, calling it “a critical aspect of our Army profes-
sion.”

“Modernization is one of the key initiatives of the Line of De-
parture — to help all of the branch journals have a more mod-
ern capacity to provide lessons learned and share their content
with soldiers across the Army," said Michael Serravo, Line of De-
parture director.

The mobile app builds upon a highly successful web founda-
tion. Since its launch in October 2024, the centralized Line of
Departure platform has acted as a force multiplier and an
"equalizer" for smaller journal teams with minimal staffing.
Website usage has consistently grown, reaching more than
50,000 views and 19,000 new visitors in April 2026 alone.

SEE LINE OF DEPARTURE | A5

Photo by Dan Neal/Command and General Staff College Public Affairs

Master of military art and science degree recipients cross the stage during the Command and
General Staff Officer Course graduation ceremony May 29 in Eisenhower Auditorium at the Lewis
and Clark Center.

by Sarah Hauck/Command and Gen-
eral Staff College Public Affairs Officer

This year’s 951 graduates of the
U.S. Army Command and Gen-
eral Staff College’s Command and
General Staff Officer Course have
jumped tracks in their careers
from direct to organizational
leaders, and the influence of their
roles as field-grade officers was
emphasized by commencement
speaker Lt. Gen. James P. Isen-
hower III, commanding general
of Combined Arms Command
and Fort Leavenworth, May 29 at
the Lewis and Clark Center.

The class experienced re-
formed and modernized curricu-
lum that reflected the rapid
technological and tactical ad-
vancements dictated by the cur-
rent operational environment. 

They navigated unexpected
shifts in the learning environment
and academic calendar.

With more than 30 years of
military and leadership experi-
ence, Isenhower explained to the
class that the responsibility placed
on them as graduates of CGSOC
is to be the conductor of the track,
prepared through the academic
rigor they conquered over the last
10 months. 

“You can influence all the way
down to a private every day as a
battalion (S3) or XO,” Isenhower
said. “And you've also got the op-
portunity and will be expected to
influence all the way up to the
senior leaders of our Army. You're
at the center. You are the most im-
portant demographic in our
Army.” 

During his address, Isenhower

reflected on his leadership transi-
tion following his own CGSOC
graduation.

Field-grade leadership was
something he’d only observed but
quickly learned that the impact —
good or bad — would have last-
ing impressions on more than just
his career.

He said a single conversation,
and high-performing soldier’s de-
cision to leave service at a hail and
farewell, directly affected his lead-
ership style and view of field-
grade officers.

The graduates are at pivotal
times not only in their careers,
Isenhower explained, but also in
their lives.

Early in his own field-grade ex-
perience, Isenhower said he estab-

SEE CGSOC GRADUATION | A5
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by Air Force Staff Sgt. David
Phaff/Personal Property Activity

WASHINGTON — For
War Department personnel
and their families, perma-
nent-change-of-station
season can be one of the
most stressful times of the
year, as the moving process
often comes with questions,
uncertainty and unex-
pected challenges.

To better support serv-
ice members across the
joint force, the department
established the Personal
Property Activity to im-
prove the military moving
experience and ensure
members have reliable sup-
port throughout every
stage of their PCS.

One of the most impor-
tant things service mem-
bers can do when preparing
for a PCS is to start early
and stay in touch with their
local transportation man-
agement office.

Ready to help
The local offices serve as

the first line of support for
PCS moves and are ready to
help:

• Schedule household
goods shipments.

• Navigate the Defense
Personal Property System.

• Understand shipment
entitlements.

• Coordinate Personally
Procured Moves.

• Arrange vehicle ship-
ments for eligible moves.

• Receive guidance for
overseas assignments.

The Personal Property
Activity encourages service
members to contact their
installation transportation
office as soon as they receive

orders to improve pre-
dictability, flexibility and
increase the likelihood of
securing preferred moving
dates during the busy sum-
mer moving season.

While transportation
management offices remain
a critical resource, the PPA
also has a dedicated call
center to help service mem-
bers resolve issues quickly
and provide real-time assis-
tance throughout the mov-
ing process.

Now that peak PCS sea-
son is underway, the call

center will operate 24/7
until Sept. 15, ensuring sup-
port is available when
needed.

Whether service mem-
bers need shipment up-
dates, guidance on
entitlements, assistance
navigating the moving
process or help resolving
transportation issues, the
PPA call center provides di-
rect support and connects
members with appropriate
resources. 

For PCS assistance, mili-
tary families can call 833-

MIL-MOVE (833-645-
6683) or e-mail PCScallcen-
ter@mail.mil.

Personal Property
Activity PCS tips

• Schedule your move as
early as possible after re-
ceiving orders.

• Keep important docu-
ments, passports, medica-
tions and valuables with
you.

• Take time-stamped
photos of high-value items
before packing.

• Separate professional

gear from household goods
when applicable.

• Understand prohibited
items before the pack-out
day.

• Stay flexible with re-
quested move dates during
peak season.

• Use the Defense Per-
sonal Property System early
to secure shipment avail-
ability.

• For overseas moves,
service members should
also research country-spe-
cific requirements for pets,
vehicles, medical screenings

and documentation in ad-
vance.

The PPA continues
working tirelessly to help
War Department personnel
and their families with their
moves, increasing aware-
ness of available resources
and encouraging early
preparation, hoping to re-
duce the stress on military
families and ensuring the
joint force stays focused on
the mission.

For more information,
visit https://www.ppa.mil/.

Personal Property Activity expands PCS support
across joint force, offers tips for easier moves

Screenshot from https://www.ppa.mil/

Navy spouse reflects on value of friendships
by Lisa Smith Molinari/“The Meat and Potatoes of
Life” Columnist

I’m far too old to be using terms like
“bestie,” “ride-or-die,” “homegirl” or “BFF,”
but the fact remains that I’ve been lucky
enough in life to have something everyone
wants — a best friend. Not just any best
friend, but a best friend I’ve had since ninth
grade. 

Even though we haven’t lived in the
same location since we graduated from
high school in 1984, we’ve maintained our
friendship no matter where life took us. We
are still playmates, confidants, partners in
crime, loyal guardians, and No. 1 fans for
each other, 46 years later. With each passing
year, I realize just how precious our rela-
tionship is and am so grateful for it. 

However, I’m also a Navy wife who
struggled to create new friendships after
each move. For two decades, I felt like the
kid who gets picked last for kickball. With
important exceptions like my Bunco group
in Virginia Beach and a few rare individuals
I connected with along the way, I always
thought I was precariously hanging on the
last rung of the social ladder, ready to fall
off into a lonely abyss with one tiny kick.

In desperation, I made mistakes like
agreeing to be the parliamentarian of the
Molesworth Combined Spouses Club,
where board meetings mimicked MMA
fights, and joining the Stuttgart Army

Wives Bowling League, where I displayed
no skill and complete ignorance of the
rules. Countless times, I pathetically asked
myself, “Does anyone here like me?”

Even after my Navy husband retired, and
we settled in Rhode Island, it took me years
to find local friends I could be myself
around. I joined the local Rotary Club, took
exercise classes, signed up for the ladies’ golf
league, and became a member of the Ladies
Ancient Order of Hibernians just to meet
new people. It was awkward shopping my-
self around town like a door to door sales-
woman, “Hi! Might you be interested in a
new friend? Act now and you’ll receive a
free set of Ginsu knives!”

Why was I so desperate to make friends
after each move?  According to science,
friendships don’t just rescue us from feel-
ing like losers. These important relation-
ships actually protect us from social
isolation that can significantly impact our
health and well-being. 

In a meta-analysis of more than 308,000
people, scientists found that people lacking
good quality friendships are twice as likely
to die prematurely, a risk factor equivalent
to smoking 20 cigarettes per day and higher

than other risk factors such
as obesity. Unfortunately,
technology and globaliza-
tion have not helped us fos-
ter social connections. To
the contrary, three times

more Americans report having no “confi-
dant” today than 30 years ago. 

With the rise in screen time over the last
two decades, in-person social interactions
have decreased, isolating humans from each
other. Forty percent of adult Americans re-
port having online-only friendships today.
And teenagers, who need peer interactions
for healthy development, spend an average
of only 40 minutes per day engaging with
friends in person, a huge decrease from 140
minutes per day 20 years ago. 

The good news is that social isolation is
easy to avoid. There’s no need for a whole
sorority houseful of besties to hang out on
weekends. Even good conversations with
strangers have a positive effect on one’s
well-being. One study showed that in-per-
son interactions of just once per week pro-
tected well-being, more than calls and texts.
Even “weak” friendship ties are beneficial.
Research shows that people who have more
weak-tie interactions are happier than those
with less. 

It took about seven years for me to make
local friends after our last move, but I now
have an abundance of folks that protect my

health and well-being, like my lifelong best
friend Patrice, my husband, the special peo-
ple I connected with during my husband’s
active-duty career, the sweet worker who
chats with me at the post office, my sailing
buddies, the fun ladies in my Boot Camp
classes at the recreation center, the strangers
I find myself talking to in waiting rooms
and restaurants, and many, many more.

For more on the studies referenced in
this article, visit the websites listed below.

https://journals.plos.org/plosmedi-
cine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1000
316

https://www.happiness.hks.harvard.edu
/february-2025-issue/the-friendship-reces-
sion-the-lost-art-of-connecting

https://www.bps.org.uk/psychologist/w
hy-you-should-talk-strangers

https://www.washingtonpost.com/well-
ness/2024/05/28/in-person-friendships-
health-benefits/

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/arti-
cles/PMC9902704/

h t t p s : / / w w w . a p a . o r g / m o n i -
tor/2023/06/cover-story-science-friendship

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.11
77/0146167214529799

To read more of the author’s columns,
visit www.themeatandpotatoesoflife.com. 

COMMENTARY
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University teams trace Corps of Discovery
route, gather photographic wildlife data

to support Lewis & Clark projects

Photo courtesy Fort Hays State University 

This photo of a coyote was taken May 13 by a motion-triggered camera set up at Sherman Army Airfield for wildlife surveys that are being conducted by Fort Hays
State University scientists to support the Smithsonian Institute’s Snapshot USA Lewis and Clark Resurvey project. The project is being conducted across the na-
tion to monitor wildlife along the Lewis and Clark Historic Trail and will eventually compare current data to observations recorded in the 1804-1806 Corps of Dis-
covery expedition journals.

by Prudence Siebert/Editor

Students and faculty from Fort Hays State University, in Hays,
Kansas, and the Shenandoah Center for Immersive Learning, in
Winchester, Virginia, were on post May 27 to share data gleaned
from motion-triggered wildlife cameras and obtain video and
photographic footage for multiple projects associated early explo-
ration of the area. The location was a stop along the route surveyed
by Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark in the early 1800s
during the Corps of Discovery expedition.

Snapshot USA
Snapshot USA is an ongoing

survey project of the Smithsonian
Institution to monitor wildlife
using game cameras, conducted
by ecologists from universities and
organizations across the country.
For the nation’s 250th anniversary
this year, Snapshot USA collabo-
rators are resurveying the 1804-
1806 Lewis and Clark Expedition
Trail, focusing on the area within
80 kilometers of the original trail.
The current data will eventually
be compared with observations
noted in Lewis and Clark’s jour-
nals to see how wildlife species
distributions and habitats have
changed since then.

Snapshot USA collaborator Dr.
Lorelei Patrick, associate professor
in biological sciences at FHSU and
associate curator of mammals at
the Sternberg Museum of Natural
History in Hays, connected with
Fort Leavenworth Natural Re-

These photos of a bobcat, ABOVE, captured on May 5 in the
woods on the floodplain, and a coyote carrying part of a
deer, LEFT, captured on May 7 near the railroad tracks off
Sherman Avenue, were taken by motion-triggered cameras
set up on Fort Leavenworth for wildlife surveys being con-
ducted by Fort Hays State University scientists. 

FHSU scientists are currently supporting the Smithsonian
Institute’s Snapshot USA Lewis and Clark Resurvey project
by contributing data from wildlife cameras set up near Sher-
man Army Airfield. The project monitors wildlife along the
Corps of Discovery expedition trail and will eventually com-
pare current data to the observations recorded in the 1804-
1806 expedition journals.

Photos courtesy Fort Hays State University 

SnapshotSnapshot
USAUSA

SEE SNAPSHOT USA| A4

This photo of a white-tailed deer,
RIGHT, was taken May 20 at 1:51 a.m.
by a motion-triggered camera set up
at Sherman Army Airfield for wildlife
surveys that are being conducted by
Fort Hays State University scientists
to support the Smithsonian Insti-
tute’s Snapshot USA Lewis and Clark
Resurvey project. 

Photo courtesy Fort Hays State University 
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Snapshot USA (continued from Page A3)

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Shenandoah Center for Immersive Learning students Nihal Ezgi Pinar, Ramzie
Phillips and Kadin Myers mount a camera used for interviews and get gear ready
to document the champion pecan tree May 27 by Sherman Army Airfield. Pinar,
who is from Turkey, and Myers are also Smithsonian Institute interns. The crew
comprised of work-study students from the university based in Winchester, Vir-
ginia, was on post documenting along the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery
trail in association with the Smithsonian’s Snapshot USA Lewis and Clark Resur-
vey project and the Lewis and Clark Trail Association-supported “Lewis and Clark
VR” project.

sources Specialist Neil Bass to participate in
the Lewis and Clark project. She said the
collaboration for project participation was
easy to accomplish, with FHSU students al-
ready conducting wildlife surveys on post,
and the fact that the installation is located
within the boundaries specified for the
project. The Corps of Discovery expedition
passed through the area in the summer of
1804.

“I thought it was important and good to
share our camera data with a larger entity
that could use it, and thus show the good
stewardship that the Army provides and
has been providing at Fort Leavenworth for
almost 200 years,” Bass said about partici-
pating in the project.

FHSU scientists have been collecting
data from wildlife cameras set up on Fort
Leavenworth for their own studies and the
Snapshot USA Lewis and Clark Trail proj-
ect. While the university’s study is focused
on medium-sized mammals, such as rac-
coons, skunks and opossums, FHSU grad-
uate student Elizabeth Horinek said the
cameras have also been picking up several
white-tailed deer and coyotes, as well as
some squirrels and a bobcat.

Virtual reality project
Students from the Shenandoah Center

for Immersive Learning are travelling to
several sites along the Lewis and Clark trail
this summer to collect footage for multiple
video projects, tying into the Smithsonian’s
project as well as working on another sup-
ported by the Lewis and Clark Trail Associ-
ation.

The Shenandoah students recorded in-
terviews with Patrick and Bass and got

footage of Patrick and Horinek checking
one of the trail cameras on the floodplain
by Sherman Army Airfield, then they
trekked to the fort’s champion pecan tree
near the river to take 360-degree views,
video and photographs.

During the summer of 1804, the Lewis
and Clark Expedition made note of pecan
trees seen on the shore of what would later
become Fort Leavenworth when travelling
on the Missouri River.

“When we're going back to the Lewis
and Clark history, Lewis and Clark actually
mentioned those pecan trees in their jour-
nals on the July 1, 1804, journal entry, and
so (the students) could then look at these
historic trees that are actually mentioned
in the journal for this original assessment
that they're kind of following and mimick-
ing as part of the Lewis and Clark (Trail As-
sociation),” Bass said.

Bass said at least one of the pecan trees
on Fort Leavenworth is large enough, and
thus old enough, to have possibly been
among the trees spotted by the Lewis and
Clark Expedition.

“It's very possible that that tree and
some others — there's probably at least two
trees out there that could (have been) actu-
ally standing when Lewis and Clark came
by, were actually big trees when Lewis and
Clark went by — and then some of those
others probably were seedlings.”

Shenandoah Immersive Media Specialist
Lee Graff, project lead for “Lewis and Clark
VR,” a virtual reality student production
funded by the Lewis and Clark Trail Al-
liance, said he and a group of students trav-
elled across the country two years ago to

interview historians and capture footage at
significant sites. Now he is travelling with a
crew of work-study students to several sites
along the trail, from St. Louis, Missouri, to
the Oregon coast, for a second iteration and
expansion of the project.

“(On the first trip), we did the story of
Lewis and Clark, the expedition. Now we're
wanting to talk a bit more about the scien-
tific stuff — the plants, the animals, flora,
fauna and geography that they encountered
that white people from the east had never
seen before,” Graff said. “And we're inter-
viewing people about Native (American)
perspectives, first on Lewis and Clark, sec-
ond on American westward expansion in
general, to add that to a 2.0 version of the
experience that more fully tells the stories
associated with that, because one of the
things Lewis and Clark did is, as they trav-

eled up the Missouri River, they encoun-
tered more than 50 different tribal groups
and clans (and) did diplomacy with them.
Some went better than others.”

Graff said the “Lewis and Clark VR”
project isn’t part of a class, but it is allowing
the work-study students to have an immer-
sive experience in their field of study as they
travel across the country, without compen-
sation for their time but with meals and
lodging paid for.

For more information on the “Lewis and
Clark VR” project, including how to view
the first iteration for free, visit
https://www.su.edu/scil/projects/lewis-
and-clark-vr/.

For more information on the Snapshot
USA Lewis and Clark Resurvey project,
visit https://nationalzoo.si.edu/conserva-
tion/lewis-clark-resurvey-snapshot-250th.

Photo by Cooper Whorten/Fort Leavenworth Natural Resources Student Conservation Association intern

Shenandoah Center for Immersive Learning students Aaron Van Rens, Nihal Ezgi
Pinar, Ramzie Phillips and Kadin Myers capture different angles of the state
champion pecan tree for reference imagery for three-dimensional modeling May
27 by Sherman Army Airfield near the Missouri River. Van Rens said the students
were also looking at how the tree’s bark has aged to see if there were any distinct
differences to trees of similar age as well as much younger trees. It is speculated
that the large tree was among the pecan trees noted in the Corps of Discovery ex-
pedition journals on July 1, 1804.

Lewis and Clark Trail map, Roy Hewitt/Map layers from National Geographic, Esri, Garmin, HERE, UNEP-WCMC, USGS, NASA, ES; trails data from NPS, Public Domain, https://www.fws.gov/media/lewis-and-clark-trail-map

Fort Leavenworth is located along the Lewis and Clark Trail, depicted by the blue line in the above map, and scientists and work-study students are including data
and footage collected at the installation in projects associated with the 1804-1806 Corps of Discovery expedition. 

Photos taken by motion-triggered wildlife cameras set up by Sherman Army Airfield are being collected by Fort Hays State University scientists to support the
Smithsonian Institute’s Snapshot USA Lewis and Clark Resurvey project. The project is being conducted across the nation to monitor wildlife along the Lewis and
Clark Historic Trail and will eventually compare current data to observations recorded in the 1804-1806 Corps of Discovery expedition journals. Pecan trees on the
shore of what would become Fort Leavenworth are noted in a July 1, 1804, Corps of Discovery journal entry.

Students from the Shenandoah Center for Immersive Learning captured images May 27 of the champion pecan tree on post, as well as conducted interviews and ob-
tained wildlife camera maintenance footage associated with Snapshot USA Lewis and Clark Resurvey project, while working on the virtual reality project “Lewis and
Clark VR.”
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CGSOC graduation (continued from Page A1)

Awards
Lt. Gen. James P. Isen-
hower III, commanding
general of Combined
Arms Command and Fort
Leavenworth, delivers
the commencement ad-
dress to Command and
General Staff Officer
Course Class of 2026
graduates during their
graduation ceremony
May 29 at the Lewis and
Clark Center.

Photo by Dan Neal/Command and
General Staff College Public Affairs

Photo by Jim Shea/Command and General Staff College Public Affairs

ABOVE: CAC and Fort Leavenworth Commanding
General Lt. Gen. James P. Isenhower III presents the
General Dwight D. Eisenhower Award to Maj. Alek-
sander Granberg of Norway as distinguished interna-
tional graduate during CGSOC graduation May 29.
Granberg also received the Arter-Doniphan Award.

ABOVE: Command and General Staff
School Director Col. Dave Norris
presents the Major General James M.
Wright Distinguished Master Sus-
tainer Award to Maj. Andrew L. Scholl
during CGSOC graduation May 29 at
the Lewis and Clark Center. Scholl
was also awarded the Marshall Award
as distinguished U.S. graduate.

RIGHT:  Command and General Staff
Officer Course Class of 2026 gradu-
ates stand to be recognized during
the graduation ceremony May 29 at
the Lewis and Clark Center.

Photos by Jim Shea/Command and General Staff College
Public Affairs

lished non-negotiable working hours
to ensure his teams were home, put-
ting in their second shift of life on a
regular, predictable basis.

“I realized field grades are stewards
of the profession, and they have an
obligation to inspire future service,
not to discourage it. … That shaped
how I approached my field-grade
time,” he said. 

The inspiration of service doesn’t
stop within the walls of the unit head-
quarters but extends to those at home.
According to Isenhower, nearly 30
percent of the Army’s volunteer force
comes “from the Army,” emphasizing
the example being set by CGSOC

graduates of true work-life balance. 
Isenhower concluded with a reiter-

ation of expectations of the graduates’
new leaders, including to perform at
levels far beyond those of their peers,
but also to establish leadership
philosophies that focus on work-life
balance and are implemented through
their own unwavering example.

“I’m already proud of what you’re
going to do,” he said. “I thank you and
your families for taking this on and in-
vesting in all of our soldiers and their
families.”

To view the full ceremony, visit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E
IH2jhqk_xU&t=2926s.

Event photos are posted at
https://www.flickr.com/photos/us-
acgsc/albums/72177720333990065.

CGSOC Class of 2026
in numbers 

• 951 total graduates: 718 Army
(Active, Reserve, National Guard), 68
Air Force, 12 Navy, 25 Marine Corps, 1
Coast Guard, 5 Space Force, two civil-
ians and 120 international military
students

• Awarded: 54 master of military
arts and science degrees, 860 master of
operational science degrees and 155
Advanced Warfighter certificates

General George C. Marshall Award 
(Distinguished U.S. graduate)

Maj. Andrew L. Scholl

General Dwight D. Eisenhower Award 
(Distinguished international graduate)

Maj. Aleksander Granberg, Norway

General Douglas MacArthur Military 
Leadership Writing Award

Maj. Prabhat Mishra, India

Arter-Darby Military History
Writing Award
Maj. Paul D. Mackey

Arter-Doniphan Award
Maj. Aleksander Granberg, Norway

General John J. Pershing Award
Reserve Maj. Aloysius J. Hunter

Iron Major (Male)
Maj. Andrew W. Stoafer

Iron Major (Female) 
Maj. JaLyssa J. Walker

Armed Forces Communications Electronics
Association (AFCEA) Excellence in

Information Warfare Writing Award
Air Force Maj. Ryan D. Menge

Lieutenant Colonel Boyd McCanna “Mac”
Harris Leadership Award

Maj. Christopher A. Watson

Birrer-Brookes Outstanding Thesis Award
Maj. Prabhat Mishra, India

Major General Hans Schlup Award
Lt. Col. Taleh S. F. H. H. Alrashid, Kuwait

Major General James M. Wright
Distinguished Master Sustainer Award

Maj. Andrew L. Scholl

George S. Patton Distinguished Master
Tactician Award

Winner: Maj. Jordan J. Downey

Homeland Security Studies Award
Maj. Shaun A. Kennedy

Excellence in Joint Service Warfare Award
Marine Maj. Alaina M. Brooks

Brigadier General Benjamin H. Grierson
Award for Excellence in Strategic Studies

Maj. Tara C. Santon

Father Donald M. Smythe Military
History Award

Maj. Luke F. Donaldson

Simons Center Interagency Writing Award
Major Scott A. Lovejoy

Line of Departure (continued from Page A1)

By pushing this established platform to mobile
devices, the Army is breaking down branch silos —
the tendency for specialized branches to work in-
dependently, which can cause communication
gaps. Capt. Garett Pyle, Harding Fellow at the Army
Sustainment Bulletin, said that the centralized sys-
tem provides an avenue to cross-communicate. 

“Now, I can easily view articles from other
branches that I would otherwise never see. We are
sharing insights and overall increasing Army
lethality through this process,” Pyle said.

Sgt. 1st Class Marcel Blood, Harding Project
deputy director and Ordnance NCO, stressed the
universal value of this information flow for the
total force. 

“I can't stress enough that there is something in
the journals for everyone. Whether you're on divi-
sion staff and are trying to solve problems for the
CG, or a soldier learning to use a drone for the first
time, there are articles published by your soldiers,
peers and leaders that can help you,” he said.

Recognizing these benefits, Master Sgt. Travis
Ragle, the co-editor in chief of the Special Warfare
Journal, said he expects the mobile app to drive ex-
ponential growth in readership as awareness
builds.

“The broader reach sparks discourse and coor-
dination among branches, as well as assists in spe-

cial operations recruitment through the amplified
exposure Line of Departure provides,” Ragle said.

Readers can expect publication of approxi-
mately eight articles per branch journal each
month.

The Line of Departure app can be downloaded
in mobile devices’ app stores.

To read “Isenhower: Writing ‘Critical’ to Army
Profession,” referenced in this article, visit
https://www.ausa.org/news/isenhower-writing-
critical-army-profession.

About Army University Press and Line of De-
parture

Army University Press serves as the U.S. Army’s
premier multimedia organization, functioning as
the entry point for rigorous tactical analysis, doc-
trinal debate and discussion on emerging topics
vital to national defense.

Line of Departure, in collaboration with the
Harding Project, is leading the Army’s effort to
modernize branch journals and reinvigorate pro-
fessional military writing as part of the service’s
broader transformation initiative.

Visit https://www.armyupress.army.mil/ to
learn more about AUP’s educational portfolio.

Visit https://www.lineofdeparture.army.mil/ to
access all Army branch journals in one central lo-
cation and find information on getting published. Photo by Jessica Brushwood/Army University Press Public Affairs
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2-1 Cavalry Association honors lost members
with roll call at chapel during reunion

Museum’s former gift shop being remodeled
for classroom, meeting space

Photo ABOVE by Megan Hunter/Frontier Army Museum

Photo RIGHT by George Marcec/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs

The Frontier Army Museum’s previous gift shop loca-
tion is being transformed into a multi-use education
space. 
The Directorate of Public Works is currently renovat-
ing the space to be used for education programming,
and the project is expected to be completed by the
end of June.
The space will allow the museum to host multiple
groups, as well as larger educational parties, such as
Command and General Staff College groups and field
trips.
To use the space for events, meetings or classroom
space, e-mail megan.m.hunter4.civ@army.mil for de-
tails.

More than 65 members of the 2nd Squadron, 1st Cav-
alry Regiment Association (2-1 Cavalry Association)
gathered to honor and remember their fallen com-
rades during a ceremony May 29 at Memorial Chapel,
as part of the association's 2026 reunion.
The ceremony paid tribute to Black Hawk troopers
who made the ultimate sacrifice in service to the na-
tion, as well as those who have recently passed away.
As each name was read aloud, association members
placed a flower on a wreath to remember, pay their
respects, and ensure none are ever forgotten.
Following the event, association members were given
a tour of the installation and visited the Frontier
Army Museum, where Buffalo Soldier reenactor
George Pettigrew spoke about the history of the Buf-
falo Soldier regiments and their lasting legacy to the
Army.

Photos by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs

ABOVE: Garrison Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Eric Bryan, right, and Pfc. Gabriel McBride, religious affairs specialist,
offer the invocation and thank members of the 2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment Association, for their
service during a ceremony, part of the 2-1 Cavalry Association’s 2026 reunion, May 29 at Memorial Chapel.
RIGHT: Joe Corrigan places a flower on a commemorative wreath to remember and honor fallen and recently
passed troopers of the 2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment, as their names were read aloud during a cere-
mony May 29 at Memorial Chapel.

Photo by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs

Clarence Hartman provides opening remarks for the 2-1 Cavalry Association remembrance ceremony, emphasizing the importance of continued effort to honor those
who have died in service to the nation, May 29 in Memorial Chapel.



Exchange shoppers can help soldiers through AER 

Council on Aging’s dog-friendly fun run is June 6 

National WWI Museum offers all-access
ticket for FIFA Fan Festival Kansas City dates
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$2.51 for 251 years

by Army and Air Force Exchange Service Public Affairs News Re-
lease

DALLAS — For 251 years, the Army has taken care of its
own. Throughout June, Army and Air Force Exchange
Service shoppers can continue that tradition with a $2.51
donation to Army Emergency Relief (AER) — one cent for
every year of service.

Now through July 3, authorized shoppers visiting the
PX, BX or Express can add a $2.51 contribution at the reg-
ister, including self-checkout, to AER — the official non-
profit charity of the Army that benefits soldiers and their
families with financial challenges associated with emer-
gencies, education and unexpected challenges.

“The Exchange and AER share a common mission to
take care of soldiers and their families,” said Exchange Di-
rector/CEO Tom Shull, an Army veteran. “AER has been a
lifeline for soldiers and their families in their most chal-
lenging moments. It is an honor for the Exchange to do its
part in ensuring the military community is taken care of.”

In 2025, shoppers donated more than $2.5 million to
military relief organizations, including $1.5 million to AER,
and additional contributions to the Air Force Aid Society

and the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society. Since 2017,
shoppers have donated a total of $15.4 million to military
relief organizations, more than $9 million of which has
gone directly to AER.

“The generosity of Exchange shoppers has made a real
difference in the lives of soldiers and their families,” said
retired Sgt. Maj. of the Army Tony Grinston, AER CEO.
“No soldier should have to face a crisis alone. Every dona-

tion allows AER to be there for soldiers and their families
when they need it most.”

To learn more about the Exchange’s support for mili-
tary relief funds, visit Publicaffairs-sme.com/Commu-
nity/give. 

To learn more about AER, visit https://www.armyemer-
gencyrelief.org.

by WWI Museum and Memorial
Press Release

KANSAS CITY, Missouri –
The National World War I Mu-
seum and Memorial has
launched an all-access ticket
for visitors during FIFA Fan
Festival operating dates this
summer. 

On select dates from June
11 through July 11, the WWI
Museum and Memorial will
serve as a gateway to the FIFA
Fan Festival hosted on its
south lawn — and all museum
ticket holders will receive guar-
anteed entry to experience the
FIFA Fan Festival, even when
the 25,000-person capacity
limit is reached.

The all-access ticket pro-
vides access to both the WWI
Museum and Memorial and
the FIFA Fan Festival experi-
ence during one of the most
anticipated sporting events in
the world. 

The WWI Museum and
Memorial will be open from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. throughout
the FIFA World Cup period,
offering visitors a world-class
cultural destination and a
chance to explore its newest
exhibition, The Beautiful
Game, about the intersection
of soccer and WWI. Visit
https://theworldwar.org/exhi-
bitions/beautiful-game for
more information about the
exhibit.

Beyond the cultural experi-
ence, the WWI Museum and
Memorial offers FIFA Fan Fes-
tival attendees a welcome
respite from the elements. Vis-
itors can cool off in air-condi-
tioned galleries, take shelter
from summer heat or rain, and
access indoor restroom facili-
ties — a real comfort during a
long day of outdoor festivities
in Kansas City's summer
weather.

All-access ticket pricing:
Adults: $30
Seniors, military and youth

(ages 6–15): $25
WWI Museum and Memo-

rial members: $20
Children under 6: Free
Fan Festival operating dates

are June 11–14, June 16, June
19–21, June 24–27; July 3–5
and July 9–11. Guests must
enter during WWI Museum
and Memorial operating
hours. Standard admission
rates apply on non-festival
dates.

Tickets are available online
at theworldwar.org and on fes-
tival dates at the WWI Mu-
seum and Memorial outdoor
ticketing tents — Memorial
Drive at the South Gate and
Kessler Road just south of Per-
shing. 

Visitors are encouraged to
purchase tickets in advance to
ensure the best experience
during this high-demand pe-

riod. Visit https://theworld-
war.org/ 2026-fifa-fan-festival-
kansas-city for more
information.

About the National WWI
Museum and Memorial

The National WWI Mu-
seum and Memorial is Amer-
ica’s leading institution
dedicated to remembering, in-
terpreting and understanding
the Great War and its enduring
impact on the global commu-
nity. The WWI Museum and
Memorial holds the most
comprehensive collection of
World War I objects and docu-
ments in the world and is the
second-oldest public museum
dedicated to preserving the ob-
jects, history and experiences
of the war. The WWI Museum
and Memorial takes visitors of
all ages on an epic journey
through a transformative pe-
riod and shares deeply per-
sonal stories of courage, honor,
patriotism and sacrifice. Des-
ignated by Congress as Amer-
ica’s official World War I
Museum and Memorial and
located in downtown Kansas
City, Missouri, the National
WWI Museum and Memorial
inspires thought, dialogue and
learning to make the experi-
ences of the Great War era
meaningful and relevant for
present and future genera-
tions. To learn more, visit the-
worldwar.org.

As excitement builds for the FIFA World Cup 2026 in Kansas City, the
Fort Leavenworth community is asked to practice safety and maintain
readiness by staying alert and aware of surroundings, planning ahead
for travel delays and increased crowds, following guidance from local au-
thorities and installation officials, reporting suspicious activity to law
enforcement or security personnel, and having a communication plan
when attending large events with family or friends. For additional safety
and preparedness information, visit https://www.ready.gov/fifa-world-
cup-2026.

by Council on Aging Press Release

The Leavenworth County Council on Aging is ex-
cited to announce its inaugural Dog & Jog, a fundrais-
ing event to support the agency’s pet programs —
PALS (Pets and Loving Seniors pet food program) and
Pet2Vet (veterinary and grooming transport program)
— which are 100 percent reliant on donations from
the community and limited grant opportunities.

The Dog & Jog is a dog-friendly three-kilometer
fun run/walk that begins at 10 a.m., with registration
at 9 a.m., June 6 at the Council on Aging at 711 Mar-
shall St. in Leavenworth.

The route will take runners and walkers on a jaunt,
from the COA to Bad to the Bone Boarding

and Grooming and back, along Broadway and
Cherokee streets. Participants are encouraged

to pre-register at the Council on Aging or by scan-
ning the QR code on the event flyer. The registration
fee is $35.

“The COA has offered support for seniors and their
pets for nearly 20 years, and we’re fortunate enough
to see first-hand the joy and comfort a companion an-
imal brings to our clients,” Pet Programs Director Cara
Campbell said.

PALS and Pet2Vet assist economically-challenged,
often homebound, older adults in Leavenworth
County with pet supplies, subsidized veterinary care

and transportation services to help them sustain their
pet’s quality of life while enhancing their own. Re-
search indicates that having a pet helps combat lone-
liness and instills a sense of responsibility among
seniors, serving as motivation to stay active. Offering
these services supports the COA’s mission of helping
older adults age well.

With increasing inflationary pressures, more sen-
iors are finding it hard to provide for the animals that
bring them so much comfort. In 2025, the PALS pro-
gram provided more than 6,000 pounds of pet food
to more than 130 senior pet owners in Leavenworth
County while Pet2Vet provided funds to support
nearly 80 vet visits for vaccines, sick exams, medica-
tions and other necessary services that clients may
have been unable to afford otherwise.

The Dog & Jog comes at a time of renewed focus
on the sustainability of the agency’s pet services. The
pet programs at the COA are 100 percent reliant on
donations from the community and limited grant op-
portunities for financial support.

“Connection is what keeps us going,” Campbell
said. “With this event, runners and walkers are

not only keeping us connected to our clients by
supporting our goals, but they’re creating

connection with each other and within our com-
munity.”



Adoptable
Pet of the Week:   

Kristoff

Kristoff is a 1-year-old male tabby-Siamese mix available for adoption at the Fort
Leavenworth Stray Facility. He has already been neutered, vaccinated and mi-
crochipped.

HOW TO ADOPT:
E-mail fortleavenworthstrayfacility@gmail.com for an adoption application or
submit an adoption application online at https://new.shelterluv.com/
matchme/adopt/FLSF/Cat. The fee to adopt a cat is $100. Military affiliation is
not required to adopt from FLSF.

The Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, at 510 Organ Ave., is open noon to 3 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday and by appointment. Call 913-335-0788 for an appoint-
ment or more information. 

Visit https://www.petfinder.com/member/us/ks/fort-leavenworth/fort-leaven-
worth-stray-facility-ks174/ for adoptable pet profiles.

HOW TO VOLUNTEER:
Volunteers are needed to help cover pet care shifts, walk dogs, clean kennels and
more. Foster homes for adoptable pets are also needed.

To apply to volunteer with the Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, visit
https://vmis.armyfamilywebportal. com/, enter ZIP code 66027, then search for
“stray animal facility.”

Photo by Prudence Siebert/ Fort Leavenworth Lamp
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MUNSON NOTES
 

� Munson Army Health Center is now
booking SCHOOL PHYSICALS for STU-
DENTS ENTERING PRE-KINDERGARTEN
OR KINDERGARTEN in KANSAS for the
first time. Scheduling early helps ensure your
child is ready for the school year and avoids
the post-PCS season rush. Who needs a physi-
cal? Students ages 9 or younger who are new
to Kansas schools. Call 913-684-6250 to sched-
ule. (Note: Missouri schools only require
proof of immunization.) Sports physicals are
not yet available. If you are PCSing out of
state, wait to schedule your physical until you
arrive at your new duty station, as require-
ments vary by state.

� In the event a TORNADO WARNING is
issued on Fort Leavenworth, and the order is
given to take shelter, Munson Army Health
Center staff will evacuate patients and visitors
to the basement level for their safety. MAHC,
at 550 Pope Ave., as well as the Lewis and
Clark Center on Stimson Avenue and the Sin-
gle Soldier Quarters on Cody Road, are
opened to the public as STORM SHELTERS
during tornado watches. In the event a tor-
nado watch is activated after duty hours, Med-
ical Department Activity personnel will open
the health center for those needing shelter and
remain open until all watches or warnings are
lifted.

� Munson Army Health Center offers CAR
SEAT SAFETY CHECKS by appointment to
help give you peace of mind every time you hit
the road. Our trained staff will walk you
through proper installation, answer your ques-
tions and ensure your child is riding as safely
as possible. Appointments take just 15–20
minutes. Call 913-684-6604 to schedule.   

� The MUNSON ARMY HEALTH CEN-
TER PATIENT AND FAMILY PARTNER-
SHIP COUNCIL meets quarterly at MAHC.
The PFPC captures voices and insights of pa-
tients and families to improve the patient care
experience. The council is composed of volun-
teers who represent the interests of patients
who receive care from MAHC. Volunteers can
be active-duty, active-duty family member, re-
tirees or retiree family members. Call 913-684-
6211 or e-mail usarmy.leavenworth.
medcom-mahc.mbx.patient-advocate@
health.mil if interested in participating.

� After hours and on federal holidays, ben-
eficiaries can call the MHS NURSE  ADVICE
LINE at 1-800-TRICARE (874-2273). Nursing
staff who support the NAL phone lines can as-
sist beneficiaries with non-life-threatening
medical concerns and provide further guid-
ance. Beneficiaries experiencing a MEDICAL
EMERGENCY, such as severe shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing, should call 911.

� It is important that military families new
to the Fort Leavenworth community ESTAB-
LISH A NEW PRIMARY CARE MANAGER for
their health care needs. Munson Army Health
Center offers a wide range of primary care
providers to choose from for personalized care
at a convenient on-post location. Once your
new address is established in DEERS, call 1-888-
TRIWEST (874-9378) and follow the prompts
to establish a primary care manager at MAHC.
Learn more about services at munson.tri-
care.mil.

� Service members, retirees, family mem-
bers and Department of Defense federal em-
ployees on Fort Leavenworth are ELIGIBLE TO
USE THE ARMED FORCES WELLNESS CEN-
TER FOR FREE. This includes physical fitness
testing, body composition analysis, stress man-
agement, improving sleep habits and individual
health coaching. You set the goals; the AFWC
staff puts you on the path to achieving them.
Programs are individualized to address your
current needs, motivation and confidence level.
Visit the Fort Leavenworth AFWC in Eisen-
hower Hall or call 913-758-3403 to schedule an
appointment. The health educators are also
available to go mobile, taking their class to units
or organizations on post and family readiness
groups. To learn more about AFWC services
visit https://dvidshub.net/r/8 wttlf.

MUNSON
NOTICES
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