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Post transitions to in-house emergency
medical service, ambulance transport

FLFD firefighters with EMT
certification to provide pre-
hospital care until EMS
contract begins next month

by Prudence Siebert/Editor

Fort Leavenworth will have its own
emergency medical service beginning May
1.

Fort Leavenworth Fire and Emergency
Services firefighters with EMT certification
will be staffing the ambulance service to
provide pre-hospital care for approximately
the next month until a third-party EMS
contract begins in June.

The need for the in-house emergency
medical service came about after negotia-
tions with Leavenworth County commis-
sioners failed to arrive at an agreement that
maintained the safety of the community
while also responsibly using government
resources.

For the past several years, Leavenworth
County Emergency Medical Service has
provided ambulance services to Fort Leav-
enworth. When the no-cost agreement was
up for renewal last year, Leavenworth
County commissioners informed installa-
tion leaders that the federal government
would have to pay $1.2 million to continue
the EMS service.

Fort Leavenworth Garrison Com-
mander Col. Todd Sunday said that amount
equates to about a quarter of the county's
$4 million shortfall, which is dispropor-
tionate to the post’s actual use. The instal-
lation’s EMS transports add up to about 2
percent of the more than 12,000 annual
EMS runs across the county. Additionally,
more than 90 percent of the EMS trans-
ports from Fort Leavenworth have been re-
imbursed by insurance, typically TRICARE,
whereas the reimbursement rate across the
county is much lower.

Two service extensions were granted in

Volunteers honored for
contributions to community
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A dedicated emergency medical service with ambulance transport capability stands up on post May 1. The in-house EMS
will be staffed by Fort Leavenworth Fire and Emergency Services firefighters who have emergency medical technician cer-
tification until an EMS contract service begins in about a month.

2025 by the commission as installation
leaders worked through the issue, and dur-
ing that time, post acquired an ambulance
and crews began training to be ready re-
gardless of the outcome of the negotiations.

Leavenworth County Commissioner Jeff
Culbertson noted in the Dec. 31, 2025,
commission meeting that the EMS issue
had been broached with previous installa-
tion commanders over the past three years.

Sunday, who spoke at the meeting to re-
quest the final 120-day service extension,
assured the commissioners that he and his
team were working to resolve the issue.
During that meeting, Culbertson stressed
that property taxes rather than insurance
reimbursement are what enable the
county’s ambulance service to function.
Ultimately, what the commission
wanted and what the government could

provide were not in alignment.

“We negotiated in good faith, we tried to
get a solution that would be legally accept-
able and financially responsible for all par-
ties involved, but we couldn't come to an
agreement,” Sunday said. “The Garrison
and the senior commander worked really
hard to come up with a solution, because,
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AT A GLANCE

by Prudence Siebert/Editor

Fort Leavenworth vol-
unteers were recognized for
their contributions to the
community during a cere-
mony April 23 at the Fron-
tier Conference Center.

“Today we gather to cel-
ebrate something truly spe-
cial — the people who
bring heart, kindness and
sweetness into everything
they do,” Army Volunteer
Corps Coordinator

April Rogers said as she
welcomed volunteers and

supporters. “This year’s
theme, “Our Volunteers Are
Sweet,” couldn’t be more fit-
ting, because each of you
adds something unique and
delightful to our commu-
nity”

Rogers shaped her remarks around the “sweet”
theme, describing volunteers as the chocolate,
caramel, peppermint and sprinkles that add their

own distinctive gifts to the work they do.

“Individually you’re wonderful. Together, you're
the recipe that makes Fort Leavenworth extraordi-

nary,” she said.

Rogers said the volunteers’ dedication makes a

marked difference.

“You've shown up early, stayed late, stepped in
when things got tough, and lifted others when they
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Garrison Command Sgt. Maj. David Franks fist bumps Sgt. William
Wilken, Religious Support Organization, as Franks and Garrison Com-
mander Col. Todd Sunday recognize Wilken for volunteering with
Unified School District 207 during the Volunteer Recognition Cere-
mony April 23 at the Frontier Conference Center.

is the sweetest gift of all.”

needed support. You've given your time, your tal-
ents, and your hearts — not because you had to, but
because you wanted to,” she said. “That generosity

Volunteers who registered for the ceremony re-
ceived certificates of appreciation. All volunteers
were recognized equally, without designations de-
termined by the number of hours logged in VMIS
or selected volunteers of the year as was the tradi-
tion at recognition ceremonies in years past.
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B The deadline for sub-
missions in the Friends of the
Frontier Army Museum stu-
dent ESSAY CONTEST is
April 30. Visit https://www.
ffam.us/essay-contest or e-
mail president@ffam.us.

B The PCS PET EVENT
is 11 am. to 1 p.m. May 1 at
the Post Exchange.

B The COMMAND
AND GENERAL STAFF
COLLEGE TRIATHLON
starts at 8 a.m. May 2 at Har-
ney Sports Complex. Race
briefing and packet pickup is

from 4-6 p.m. May 1 at the
Frontier Conference Center.
Register via the FMWR web-
site on WebTrac.

B The NATIONAL
PRAYER LUNCHEON with
guest speaker Darryl Burton
is at 11:30 a.m. May 7 at the
Frontier Conference Center.
RSVP for the free meal via
the QR code on page B2 or
call 913-684-2210 for more
information.

B The next SPEAKER
SERIES HISTORY
BRUNCH, “Santa Fe in
World War II: Contributing
to Victory,” is at 10:30 a.m.

May 9 at the Frontier Army
Museum.

B The free Curtain Call
performances of “NEWSIES
JR.” are at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
May 9 at the Post Theater.

Bl The FORT LEAVEN-
WORTH CAREER SUM-
MIT is May 14 at the Frontier
Conference Center, with job-
seeker workshops from 9
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and a hir-
ing fair from 1:30-4 p.m. To
register or for more informa-
tion, visit hiringourheroes.
org/Leavenworth.

B The FORT LEAVEN-
WORTH RECYCLING
CENTER no longer has 24/7
access. New hours are 7 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday. The center is open the
first weekend of the month
and closed federal holidays.

M The 2026 MOTORCY-
CLE SAFETY FOUNDA-
TION TRAINING is open
for enrollment for the BASIC
RIDER COURSE and AD-
VANCED RIDER COURSE.
For more information and to
enroll, visit https://home.
army.mil/leavenworth/my-
fort/all-services/safety.
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ABOVE: Master Sgt. Kionna Huewitt, Military Equal Opportunity
advisor, paints a pair of jeans during the Denim Day jeans paint-
ing party, organized by the Sexual Harassment/Assault Re-
sponse and Prevention Program and MEO to support Sexual
Assault Awareness and Prevention Month, April 28 outside the
SHARP and MEO offices on McClellan Ave. Huewitt also painted
the jeans displayed from the balcony. Event participants could
drop by for a hot dog lunch and paint a pair of jeans to add to
the Denim Day display, which stresses consent no matter what
someone is wearing. SHARP also hosted a bowling tournament,
to which participants could wear jeans, April 29 for Denim Day,
which is observed the last Wednesday in April.

LEFT: SHARP Academy instructors Booker Metcalf and Marvin
Lockett Il design jean artwork, featuring “Not My Fault” and “Just
Believe Me” written on each leg of Metcalf’s project and “Con-
sent” stenciled across the bottom of Lockett’s, during the Denim
Day jeans painting party April 28 outside the SHARP and MEO
offices.
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Emergency Medical Ser Vice (continued from Page A1)

ultimately, our primary responsibility is the
safety of the community. We exhausted
every avenue with the county in order to
come up with a solution, but we can't
bridge the impasse. Our positions are so far
apart, we can't resolve it.”

Fort Leavenworth Director of Emer-
gency Services Lt. Col. Anthony Douglass
said responsible use of government re-
sources was a priority in making the deci-
sion to stand up an in-house EMS in
response to the county’s demand.

“The bottom line is, based on what the
county was demanding, that is not repre-
sentative of a responsible use of resources,”
he said. “We owe that to be good stewards,
not only to our community, but to taxpay-
ers all over the country.”

Douglass said the new EMS service
would be a positive change overall, and it
should enhance the community’s safety
with faster response times and

Fort Leavenworth Direc-
tor of Emergency Serv-
ices Lt. Col. Anthony
Douglass talks with
basic life support in-
structors from the Fort
Hood (Texas) Emergency
Medical Service and Fort
Leavenworth Fire and
Emergency Services
firefighters after their
BLS/emergency medical
technician training April
23 at Fire Station No. 2.

Photo by Prudence Siebert/
Fort Leavenworth Lamp

more concentrated focus on a
much smaller area than was pos-
sible with the previous county-
wide ambulance service.

“The No. 1 priority has always
been the well-being of our com-
munity,” Douglass said. “This is
where we live and work — we
live on post, we have kids, we
have family members — and so
it's doubly important to us from
the perspective of taking care of
our own families, but the No. 1
priority has always been the well-
being of everybody on this in-
stallation.”

Sunday said an installation’s
firefighters don’t typically pro-
vide ambulance service, but he
reiterated that the solution for
FLFD EMTs, and eventually an
on-post contracted EMS system,
to provide pre-hospital care will
mean faster response times,
without the wait for an ambu-
lance to be dispatched from off
post.

Fort Leavenworth Fire and
Emergency Services Assistant
Chief of Operations Dustin
Hensley said the post’s first re-
sponders have already been pro-
viding basic life support when

responding to emergencies and
waiting for ambulances to arrive.

Douglass said that redun-
dancy — with firefighters already
accustomed to providing basic
life support and every fire truck
being equipped with emergency supplies
— means firefighters are ready to handle
any emergency.

With an ambulance, which was acquired
from another military installation, already
positioned on post and the often single-
digit response time of FLFD, Hensley said
that will equate to reduced patient trans-
port time to the emergency room. Hensley
added that only half of a firefighter’s 48-
hour shift will be assigned to EMS duties,
and the other half will be assigned to a fire
truck to provide a schedule with more op-
portunity to rest.

EMT train-up

Since Fort Leavenworth does not have a
military treatment facility — Munson
Army Health Center functions as a Defense
Health Agency outpatient clinic, not a hos-
pital, and does not have emergency services
— the responsibility of providing emer-
gency care and ambulance transport fell
elsewhere.

To ensure the FLFD firefighters taking
on this responsibility were prepared, Fort
Hood, Texas, Emergency Medical Service
personnel recently provided training on
standardized emergency medical protocols.
Firefighters went through three days of
protocol review and hands-on skills valida-
tion in March and then worked through
difficult and varied scenarios during four
more hands-on training days last week.

“We take their knowledge of that proto-
col and their ability to perform those skills
and apply it to a scenario-based response
where they assess the patient, determine
what protocol is most appropriate to treat
that patient, utilize all the tools and skills
that we've trained them on and that they've
already had training on to further assess
and help diagnose the proper treatment
and transport decisions for a patient,” Fort
Hood EMS Training Officer Capt. Christo-
pher Lee said of the training. “(The training
continued) all the way up to including sim-
ulated transport to facilities, when to use
air assets like medevac helicopter services,
requesting ground (advanced life support)
assistance if they have access to it. (The
April training) took all the pieces that we've
sorted out in the first month's training, and
we're putting them all together in one fluid
training scenario.”
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Fort Leavenworth Fire and Emergency Services Firefighter Colton Lopez, left, and Lt. Dylan Honeycutt, right, work through a scenario,
with Lt. C.J. Hare portraying the patient, during basic life support training April 21 at Fire Station No. 2. Currently, 17 Fort Leaven-
worth Fire Department firefighters are fully credentialed as emergency medical technicians and are ready to assume responsibility
of post’s Emergency Medical Services, including ambulance transports, until a contract service begins in about a month.
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Fort Hood Emergency Medical Service Paramedic Holly Galiana discusses a sce-
nario with Fort Leavenworth Fire and Emergency Services Lt. Nick Egan, Capt.
Chris Coughlin and Capt. Bryant Hall during basic life support training for the
Fort Leavenworth Fire Department April 21 at Fire Station No. 2.

Currently, 17 FLFD firefighters are fully
credentialed as emergency medical techni-
cians and are ready to pick up the EMS du-
ties.

“(Fort Leavenworth EMS) won't be ALS
capable, but they will have definitely some
trained EMTs that are ready to provide a
higher level of care than they used to be
able to under their previous protocols with
Leavenworth County,” Lee said.

Lee said he could see the firefighters gain
confidence as their understanding of the
protocols increased.

“It really helps them develop the confi-
dence to reassure themselves that they un-
derstand the protocols, that they know
what the treatments need to be, and that
they can formulate that care plan and exe-
cute it out in the field when the time
comes,” Lee said. “And I can say with confi-
dence that those 17 that we credentialed do
have the ability to do that.”

Fort Hood EMS Paramedic Holly
Galiana, who helped provide the training,
said she and Lee used several scenarios that
were based on real emergency situations
that they have encountered in their work.

“We really attempted to put them in
some very stressful scenarios, intentionally,
to really kind of test their ability to think
around obstacles, and they did really, really
well,” she said. “We intentionally put obsta-
cles in their way and frustrated them as
much as we could, and they were able to
overcome and continue working and pro-
viding that substantial care, and they're
ready to go.”

Lee said those real-world emergency ex-
periences that challenge every aspect of pa-
tient care have equipped him with many
learning points that he could impart to the
firefighters during the training.

“You see the wheels just turning and it
really resorts them back to their funda-
mentals — what they know, then they build
on that,” Lee said. “That's the purpose of
the training, is to really just rattle them in
that way and get them to revert back to
their basic EMT-level training, because
that's where the life-saving survival chain
starts, (with) BLS care.”

EMS Director Dr. (Lt. Col.) Reginald
Trevino, who is also an internal medicine
physician, chief medical officer and deputy

Fort Hood EMS Training Officer Capt.
Christopher Lee provides scenario in-
formation as FLFD Firefighter Colton
Lopez, center, determines what proto-
cols to use for the patient, portrayed by
Lt. Dylan Honeycutt, and observed by
Firefighter Jeff Urbanek, during BLS
training April 21 at Fire Station No. 2.

commander of clinical services at Munson
Army Health Center, will serve as a medical
liaison and constant advisor to the EMTs,
and he will be available to provide guidance
and permissions in cases such as when to
continue or suspend CPR.

“My role is overseeing the training and
then certifying and ensuring that the EMTs,
the firefighters, feel comfortable with the
newfound skills that they learned over
March and then here again in April,” he
said. “I will meet with them one on one, as-
sess their confidence level, skill level, and
address any questions or concerns they
have”

Douglass said the way community
members seek emergency care will not
change, with 911 calls routing through the
same dispatch center. He reiterated that
having the on-post ambulance service will
be a positive change, equating to faster re-
sponse and transport times.

“Having (EMS) operate here locally,
they don't have to focus on the remainder
of the county, so there's zero delay, there's
zero break in communication, and the
service gets provided in-house,” he said.
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MAHC soldier

by Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs Offi-
cer

As warmer weather brings more motorcycles back to
the road, one Munson Army Health Center soldier is help-
ing Fort Leavenworth riders start the season safely.

Sgt. Joseph Stoops, a radiology specialist and MAHC’s
motorcycle safety coordinator, led a motorcycle safety in-
spection and mentorship ride April 24 aimed at reinforc-
ing safe riding practices and ensuring riders are prepared
for the spring season.

Before the group ride began, Stoops had riders conduct
pre-ride inspections using the T-CLOCS checKklist, a safety
tool developed by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation.

T-CLOCS — which stands for tires, controls, lights and
electrics, oil and other fluids, chassis, and stands —is used
by the Army to help soldiers ensure their motorcycles are
roadworthy.

According to the U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center,
which preserves Army readiness through analysis, train-
ing and the development of systems that prevent acciden-
tal loss of soldiers and resources, these inspections should
be conducted at least twice a year and are especially im-
portant at the start of the riding season.

In addition to inspecting the motorcycles, Stoops re-
viewed riders’ documentation to verify they had a valid
driver’s license with the proper motorcycle endorsement,
insurance, current registration and appropriate personal
protective equipment.

“We do mentorship rides at the start of the riding sea-
son to make sure our riders are being safe and to help rid-
ers assess their capability,” Stoops said. “They are extremely
beneficial for soldiers, especially if they didn’t ride during
the winter”

Under Army Regulation 385-10, new riders must com-
plete the Basic Rider Course before operating a motorcy-
cle. Within 12 months, riders are required to complete
either the Advanced Rider Course or Experienced Rider
Course. Soldiers must also complete refresher training
every five years or after an extended period without riding.
Those returning from deployments of 180 days or more
are required to complete refresher training before riding
again.

Stoops also reminded riders of the Army’s required per-
sonal protective equipment standards, which include a De-
partment of  Transportation-approved  helmet,
impact-rated eye protection, a long-sleeved shirt or jacket,
long pants, full-fingered abrasion-resistant gloves, and
sturdy over-the-ankle footwear. High-visibility or reflec-
tive gear is required at night and is often recommended
during the day as well to improve visibility.

Riders from the SHARP Academy, Army Corrections
Brigade and Mission Command Training Program were
among those who participated in the event, demonstrating
a shared commitment to rider safety across the installa-
tion.

After the inspections and safety briefing, riders partic-
ipated in a 72-mile group ride to practice safe riding tech-
niques, build confidence and strengthen the riding
community on post.

For organizing the event and promoting motorcycle
safety across the installation, Stoops was recognized by
Combined Arms Command leaders.

“Doing things like this and getting people together for
motorcycle safety is important and requires strategic plan-
ning,” said CAC Command Sgt. Maj. Shawn E. Carns. “We
had a mentorship program at Joint Base Lewis-McChord
(Washington), and it works. We took our incidents down
52 percent.”

Carns said that events like this support readiness by
helping soldiers reduce preventable injuries and remain fit
to perform their mission.

Fort Leavenworth riders are encouraged to inspect their
motorcycles, ensure their training and documentation are
current, and prioritize safety every time they ride.

To download the T-CLOCS inspection checklist and
other motorcycle safety resources, visit https://safety.
army.mil/OFF-DUTY/Motorcycles/Pamphlets-Checklists.

To schedule Motorcycle Safety Foundation training,
visit https://home.army.mil/leavenworth/my-fort/all-ser-
vices/safety.

leads motorcycle safety ride
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Sgt. Joseph Stoops, a radiology specialist and Munson Army Health Center’s motorcycle safety coordinator,
verifies that mentorship ride participants Marvin Lockett, SHARP Academy, and Chief Warrant Officer 3 An-
thony Hill, Mission Command Center of Excellence, have valid driver’s licenses with the proper motorcycle en-
dorsement, insurance and current registration prior to leaving on a 72-mile ride April 24 outside MAHC.
Stoops coordinated the motorcycle safety event for the installation, aimed at reinforcing safe riding practices
and ensuring riders are prepared for the spring season.

Fort Leavenworth motor-
cycle mentorship ride
participants Staff Sgt.
Jason Chastain and Sgt.
Joseph Ward, both as-
signed to the Army Cor-
rections Brigade, use the
T-CLOCS checklist, a
safety tool developed by
the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation, to inspect
their motorcycles before
departing on a 72-mile
ride April 24 from the
Munson Army Health
Center parking lot.

T-CLOCS stands for
tires, controls, lights and
electrics, oil and other
fluids, chassis, and
stands and is used by
the Army to help soldiers
inspect their motorcy-
cles to make sure they
are roadworthy.

Photo by Christina Yager/Munson
Army Health Center Public Affairs

MAHC to host tick awareness outreach May 5

by Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public
Affairs Officer

Warmer weather means more outdoor ac-
tivity, and with that, the increased possibility of
coming into contact with ticks.

Officials from Munson Army Health Center
will host a tick awareness outreach event from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. May 5 at the Fort Leavenworth
Post Exchange to help educate the community
on tick-borne health risks and prevention.

Department of Public Health officials will be
available to answer questions and share infor-
mation about common ticks found on Fort
Leavenworth and in surrounding communities,
signs and symptoms of Lyme disease and other
tick-borne illnesses, and practical steps families
can take to reduce their risk of exposure.

“Ticks are more active during the spring and
summer months, especially in grassy, wooded
and brush-filled areas,” said Michelle Grant, a
public health nurse at MAHC’s Department of
Public Health. “Simple prevention measures
like using insect repellent, performing tick
checks after spending time outdoors and know-
ing when to seek medical care can help protect
our community.”

Community members can learn more
about:

+ Types of ticks commonly found in the re-
gion

« Signs and symptoms of Lyme disease and
other tick-borne illnesses

+ How to properly remove a tick

* Prevention tips for people and pets

+ The MIITICK program and how to partic-
ipate

During the outreach event, officials will also
discuss the MilTICK program, a Department of
Defense-supported initiative that allows eligi-
ble beneficiaries to submit ticks for identifica-
tion and disease testing after a bite. The
program helps service members, families and
retirees make informed decisions about follow-
up care.

MAHC’s Department of Public Health
works beyond the walls of the clinic to help
safeguard the health and readiness of the Fort
Leavenworth community through education,
prevention and environmental health initia-
tives.

Community members are encouraged to
stop by the Post Exchange May 5 to learn more
about staying safe outdoors this season.

U.S. Army Public Health Center photo by Graham Snodgrass

A highly magnified ventral shot of a female Ixodes scapularis tick, other-
wise known as the deer tick, a primary vector for Lyme disease. The U.S.
Army Public Health Center offers free identification and analysis of ticks
that have been removed from human patients for Department of Defense
beneficiaries through its MilTICK testing program.

Officials from Munson Army Health Center will host a tick awareness out-
reach event from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. May 5 at the Fort Leavenworth Post Ex-
change to help educate the community on tick-borne health risks and
prevention.
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67th MWD teams compete to be Top Dog

LEFT: Kennel Master Sgt.
1st Class Cody Barratt,
67th Military Police De-
tachment (Military
Working Dog), Special
Troops Battalion, recog-
nizes Top Dog competi-
tors Spc. Abdeley
Fernandez, Spc. Joseph
Patterson, Spc. Dkari
Smith and Spc. Hayden
Stewart during the
awards ceremony follow-
ing the Top Dog competi-
tion April 24 at the MWD
kennels.

Photo by Stephanie Hathaway/Fort
Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs

BELOW: Spc. Abdeley
Fernandez, 67th Military
Police Detachment (Mili-
tary Working Dog), Spe-
cial Troops Battalion, and
MWD Zara participate in
a ruck march as part of
the Top Dog competition
April 23 on Fort Leaven-
worth.

Photo by Spc. Wilfred Salters Jr./Com-
bined Arms Command Public Affairs
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ABOVE: Spc. Hayden Stewart, 67th Military Police Detachment
(Military Working Dog), Special Troops Battalion, conducts canine
tactical combat casualty care on a K9 manikin as part of the Top
Dog competition April 22 on Fort Leavenworth. Stewart and MWD
Mamut took Top Dog honors as the competition’s overall best
team.

RIGHT: Spc. Dkari Smith, 67th Military Police Detachment (Mili-
tary Working Dog), Special Troops Battalion, and MWD Alfonz con-
duct a tracking mission as part of the Top Dog competition April 23
on Fort Leavenworth. Smith and MWD Alfonz won the Iron Dog
team portion of the competition.

CGSC CSM surprised with Order of St. George

Command and General Staff College Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Matthew Ladd is awarded the
Silver Medallion in the Order of Saint George
by CGSC Commandant Col. Ethan Diven in a
surprise ceremony April 22 during the Dean of
Academics Faculty Address in Marshall Lec-
ture Hall at the Lewis and Clark Center.

Diven described how Ladd has served with
distinction as a leader, coach, mentor and
warrior across assignments that have ranged
from leading armored formations in the field,
the halls of the Pentagon, to serving as the
command sergeant major for CGSC.

Named for the only mounted patron saint,
Saint George symbolizes the bravery and gal-
lantry of mounted warriors. The Order of
Saint George was established to recognize
the very best tankers and cavalrymen who ex-
emplify the warrior ethos and honorable serv-
ice. The Silver Medallion is presented to
senior non-commissioned officers who have
served for more than 20 years while driving
forward the traditions of Armor and Cavalry
communities.

Photo by Jim Shea/Command and General Staff College Public Affairs
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Volunteer Recognition Ceremony i son e s

Army Community Serv-
ice Manager Reagan
Sawyer, Garrison Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. David
Franks and Garrison
Commander Col. Todd
Sunday recognize volun-
teers Anne Vaillancourt,
Stronghold Food Pantry,
village mayor and Fort
Leavenworth Spouses’
Club; Rachel Naramore,
FLSC, chapel, Strong-
hold, Fort Leavenworth
Stray Facility, USD 207
and more; Angela Keel-
ing, VFW, Girl Scouts and
more; and Monica Bas-
sett, Stronghold Food
Pantry and FLSC, during
the Volunteer Recogni-
tion Ceremony April 23
at the Frontier Confer-
ence Center.

Photo by Prudence Siebert/
Fort Leavenworth Lamp

“Today we want to give you
something back. We want you
to feel seen. We want you to feel
appreciated. And we want you
to know that everything you do
matters — more than you may
ever realize,” Rogers told the
volunteers, who were grouped
mainly by organization at tables
that continued the sweet theme
with labels like Lollipop La-
goon, Bubble Gum Burst,
Strawberry Swirl, Gumdrop
Garden, Blue Raspberry Blast
and Cotton Candy Cloud.
“Thank you for being the
sweetness that makes Fort Leav-
enworth’s mission possible. ...
Our volunteers truly are sweet,
and we are grateful for every
moment, every hour and every
act of service you've shared with
us.”

The volunteers recognized
during the ceremony repre-
sented the nearly 300 registered
volunteers who contributed
time that could be valued at
about $600,000 in service.

“But today isn’t just about
numbers — it’s about what
those numbers represent,” Fort
Leavenworth Garrison Com-
mander Col. Todd Sunday said.
“Every hour you give helps
build something that cannot be
measured on a spreadsheet. You
create a sense of belonging. You
make this installation feel like
home, especially for families
who may be far from their
own.”

Sunday said the volunteers
fill gaps that policies and pro-

grams cannot, and they reflect
the best of the Army values.

“You mentor our youth, sup-
port our soldiers and families,
uplift our spouses and provide
comfort when it matters most,”
he said. “You remind us that
readiness isn’t just about train-
ing or equipment — it’s about
resilience, connection and the
strength of our people... You
make a difference every single
day, and we are stronger be-
cause of you.”

Family and Morale, Welfare
and Recreation Director Paul
Martocci  said the dollar
amount volunteers provide to
the installation in cost avoid-
ance is easily more than a mil-
lion dollars, not just the
equation used to convert hours
into the dollar amount written
on the big check on display. He
said the real value is the volun-
teers’ time in service to others
that makes the community
stronger.

“It’s not that you have the
most time as a volunteer — it’s
how you make your choices
with your discretionary time.
It’s not that you have the most
time available — it’s that you
have the biggest hearts, and
that’s why you’re here. That’s
why you'’re giving back to this
community,” he said. “Thank
you so much for your generos-
ity. Thank you so much for the
gift of your time. And thank
you so much for making us the
best hometown in the Army.”

“This year’s theme, OUR VOLUNTEERS ARE SWEET,
couldn’t be more fitting, because each of you adds something
unique and delightful to our community.

Some of you are the CHOCOLATE —
dependable, comforting,
always there when someone need a lift.

Some of you are the CARAMEL —
warm, patient and willing
to stick with a challenge until it's done.

Some of you are the PEPPERMINT —
bringing fresh ideas, energy and
a spark that keeps us moving forward.

And some of you are the SPRINKLES —
adding joy, color and fun to everything you touch.”

— April Rogers

Volunteer Corps Coordinator

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Fort Leavenworth Garrison Commander Col. Todd Sunday, ABOVE, and Volunteer Corps Coordinator
April Rogers, LEFT, deliver remarks during the Volunteer Recognition Ceremony April 23 at the FCC.
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New furniture installed in SSQ

Roberto Trevino,
ABOVE, an installer
crew foreman at
Chicago American
Manufacturing, oper-
ates a forklift to
unload pallets con-
taining new furniture
sets, like the one at
RIGHT, April 16 in
front of the main en-
trance to the Single
Soldier Quarters.

Photos by Sean Bergosh/Fort
Leavenworth Public Affairs Office

Roberto Trevino and Carl Morin, a worker for
CSSDS Transport, assemble a bed frame
during the Single Soldier Quarters refur-
bishment project April 16 at the SSQ.
Legacy furniture is being replaced in the
Single Soldier Quarters with new sets val-
ued at $1.6 million, in alighment with ongo-
ing Department of War infrastructure and
welfare investments. New additions include
modern refrigerators, washers and dryers,
beds, desks and dressers. Unit leaders are
coordinating with the Garrison Housing Of-
fice and affected soldiers to ensure a
smooth transition during the phased instal-
lation process.

Each housing unit will receive a new bed,
dresser and desk, in addition to a new
washer, dryer, LEFT, and refrigerator in
shared common places.
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Army announces new Combat Field
Test to enhance soldier readiness

by U.S. Army Public Affairs

WASHINGTON  —
The U.S. Army April 22 an-
nounced the implementa-
tion of the new Combat
Field Test (CFT), a major
update to its physical
readiness program de-
signed to align fitness stan-
dards with the demanding
realities of modern com-
bat.

Implementation  will
begin this month. The CFT
is required annually for ac-
tive-duty soldiers serving
in 24 designated combat
military occupational spe-
cialties.

"The Combat Field Test
is a critical step forward in
ensuring our soldiers serv-
ing in the most physically
demanding specialties have
the specific fitness required
to dominate on the mod-
ern battlefield," said the
Secretary of the Army Dan
Driscoll. "This is about
readiness, lethality and the
well-being of our soldiers.”

The CFT does not re-
place the Army Fitness Test.
Combeat specialty soldiers in
the regular Army and Re-
serve component on active-
duty orders for 365 days or
more will be required to
pass one of each test annu-
ally. All other Reserve com-
ponent soldiers in combat
specialties will take one fit-
ness test per calendar year,
alternating between the
AFT and CFT.

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Aaron Troutman

Sgt. Christopher Smith assigned to 1st Battalion, 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard), lifts a 40-pound sandbag during the new
Combat Field Test (CFT), at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Virginia. The CFT is an annual requirement for soldiers in designated com-
bat military occupation specialties to reinforce combat standards and lethality by assessing soldiers' physical ability.

The CFT is a seven-event
sequence conducted con-
tinuously and scored on
total time.

Events include:

* A one-mile run.

* 30 dead-stop push-
ups.

* 100-meter sprint.

* 16 lifts of a 40-pound
sandbag onto a 65-inch
platform.

* 50-meter carry of two
five-gallon Army water
cans weighing 40 pounds

each.

* 50-meter movement
drill consisting of a 25-
meter high crawl and a 25-
meter 3-5 second rush.

* A final one-mile run.

Soldiers must complete
the test in 30 minutes or less
while wearing the Army
Combat Uniform, combat
boots and a brown T-shirt,
with no cover.

“This isn't just about
passing a test; it's a direct
measure of our commit-

ment to readiness and en-
suring our warfighters can
dominate in any environ-
ment,” said Sgt. Maj. of the
Army Michael Weimer.
“We're asking more of our
combat arms soldiers, and
this test validates their abil-
ity to meet that high stan-
dard”

To allow time for adap-
tation, no adverse adminis-
trative actions will be taken
for failing the CFT during
an initial 365-day diagnos-

tic period for all combat
specialty personnel. During
this phase, soldiers can re-
quest voluntary reclassifica-
tion to a non-combat
specialty if they determine
they cannot meet the stan-
dard, allowing the Army to
retain valuable talent.

The CFT establishes a
single, mission-based stan-
dard aligned to the de-
mands of combat to ensure
readiness and lethality. All
soldiers in designated com-

bat roles must meet the
same passing criteria, re-
gardless of age or sex.

The Army will provide
support to soldiers prepar-
ing for the CFT through
command-led physical
training programs, Holistic
Health and Fitness re-
sources and a dedicated
CFT microsite with addi-
tional guidance. For more
information on the Combat
Field Test, visit https://
www.army.mil/aft/#cft.

Community celebrates Month of the
Military Child at Mr. Stinky Feet concert

Jim “Mr.

Stinky Feet”
shares the mic and spotlight with
Chloe Harper as she joins him to sing
“Bop Bop Dinosaur” during the Mr.
Stinky Feet concert, a Month of the
Military Child event, April 25 outside
the Resiliency Center.

Cosgrove

Children were invited to join the band
to play instruments while they sang
and danced with Cosgrove.

Photo by Ashley Parsons/Child and Youth Services
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Pet of the Week:
Isabella

Isabella is a female shiba inu mix avail-
able for adoption at the Fort Leaven-
worth Stray Facility. She has already
been spayed, vaccinated and mi-
crochipped. The fee to adopt a dog is
$155. E-mail fortleavenworthstrayfa-
cility @gmail.com for an adoption ap-
plication or submit an adoption
application online at https://new.shel-
terluv.com/matchme/adopt/FLSF/
Dog. Military affiliation is not required
to adopt from FLSF.

The Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, at
510 Organ Ave., is open noon to 3 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday and by appoint-

ment. Call 913-335-0788 for an ap-
pointment or more information. Visit
https://www.petfinder.com/mem-
ber/us/ks/fort-leavenworth/fort-leav-
enworth-stray-facility-ksl174/ for
adoptable pet profiles.

Volunteers are needed to help cover
pet care shifts, walk dogs, clean ken-
nels and more. Foster homes for adopt-
able pets are also needed.

To apply to volunteer with the Fort
Leavenworth Stray Facility, visit
https://vmis.armyfamilywebportal.
com/, enter ZIP code 66027, then
search for “stray animal facility.”
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Ms. Amanda Bonseigneur
Lead SARC
amanda.bonseigneur.civ@army.mil
Teams: 520-669-3474
Office: 913-684-2810
Cell: 913-704-9620
Bldg 197, 632 McClellan Ave

Ft Leavenworth SHARP Resource Center
Building 197, 632 McClellan Ave “Root Hall”
Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027
At the corner of Kearny and McClellan Avenue, right next
to the Post Parade Field. Contact the team at
usarmy.leavenworth.cac.mbx.cac-sharp@army.mil

WeCare App

STEP FORWARD: Prevent. Report. Advocate.
Current as of 25 February 2026
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Ms. Cassandra Rozier
Supervisory SARC
cassandra.d.rozier.civ@army.mil
Teams: 520-669-3535
Bldg 197, 632 McClellan Ave

sher

Ms. Sherry Marshall
Victim Advocate
.l.marshall24.civ@army.mil
Teams: 571-588-5945
Bldg 197, 632 McClellan Ave

Ms. Nicole Hernandez
Victim Advocate
maureennicole.n.hernandez.civ@army.mil
Teams: 520-692-9215
Bldg 197, 632 McClellan Ave

MAJ Keenan Franklin
SARC
keenan.m.franklin.mil@army.mil
Teams: 520-692-8983
Bldg 197, 632 McClellan Ave

SSG Samantha Lee
Victim Advocate
samantha.d.lee4.mil@army.mil
Teams: 520-725-2936
Bldg 197, 632 McClellan Ave

Mr. Josh Belle
Victim Advocate
joshua.p.belle.civ@army.mil
Teams: 520-945-5992
Bldg 197, 632 McClellan Ave

913-683-1443

877-995-5247

Formal | Anonymous | Confidential | Request for Direct Intervention
Restricted | Unrestricted | CATCH-Only

Command | IG | SARC | DoD Safe Helpline | HR/IG/EEO (DA Civ Only)

Installation Model Support

Who Can Get Support?

Service Members, DA Civilians, and Military Dependents (18+) can get
support from any Sexual Assault Response Coordinator (SARC) or Victim
Advocate (VA).

How to Get Support

During Duty Hours: Contact a SARC or VA using their listed numbers.

e Anytime (24/7): Call the Fort Leavenworth SHARP Hotline to speak

with an on-call Victim Advocate. If you wish to make a report, you can

then make a report with the on-call or request a specific SHARP profes-
sional for the next duty day.
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Scan for Full Event
1
Details and Sponsors Facebook!

Scan to Follow us on

JUNE20-27,2026 Friday, June 26

Leavenworth, Kansas

Saturday, June 20 Wild West Jamboree at
VFW Post 56 “Pre-250” Year Haymarket Square
Anniversary Breakfast Cook-Out
Hosted Leavenworth Rotary Clubs

Monday, June 22 Outhouse Races,

- losted Leavenworth Lions Clubs
ﬁ}%fﬁ;ﬁ:ﬂ'{"{;’.}" “Whiskers of the West” Beard
Penny Bar & Grill & Mustache Contest

Music by Bo & the Beards

Hosted by Leavenworth Lansing Chamber
Saturday, June 27
Western Art Show, Hosted by LCAA at Heritage Event & Arts Center
U.S. Military History Camp  wwi1 Boeing B75NI Stearman Flyover
Sidewalk Sales and Scavenger Hunt, Downtown Street Faire with
Hosted by Leavenworth Main Street 60+ Crafters and Vendors
“History on the River” at Riverfront Community Center
Lil' Buckaroos at Gazebo Park, free Covered Wagon Rides and more!
U.S. Military Vehicle Display - Salute to our Military
35th ID Army Band Concert at Haymarket Square
Buffalo Bill Wild West Dinner & Bingo
Hosted by Eagles Aerie #55 - 300 S. 20 th Street

Ft. Leavenworth (self guided tours) & Frontier Army Museum

tours available at 10am, 12pm, 2pm.

Community Partners: KCK Community College Pioneer Center, Great Western Manufacturing. Davis
Funeral Chapel, Home2, Leavenworth County Historical Society, Mutual Savings Association, Midwest Horizons Marketing,
Leavenworth Lansing Chamber of Commerce, Advantaﬁe Printing, Main Street, Tiffany Andrews State Farm, YMCA Y-Club, Leavenworth
Lions Club, Leavenworth Rotary, Matcha-IT ﬁnrwil],t ie Leavenworth Times, MAPs, Inc., Leavenworth County Artists Association, VFW
Medal of Honor Post 56, Frontier Army Museum, Eagles Aerie #55, downtown businesses and the Leavenworth Public Library.
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MUNSON NOTES

MUNSON
NOTICES

B Munson Army Health Center is now
booking SCHOOL PHYSICALS for STU-
DENTS ENTERING PRE-KINDERGARTEN
OR KINDERGARTEN in KANSAS for the
first time. Scheduling early helps ensure your
child is ready for the school year and avoids
the post-PCS season rush. Who needs a physi-
cal? Students ages 9 or younger who are new
to Kansas schools. Call 913-684-6250 to sched-
ule. (Note: Missouri schools only require
proof of immunization.) Sports physicals are
not yet available. If you are PCSing out of
state, wait to schedule your physical until you
arrive at your new duty station, as require-
ments vary by state.

M In the event a TORNADO WARNING is
issued on Fort Leavenworth, and the order is
given to take shelter, Munson Army Health
Center staff will evacuate patients and visitors
to the basement level for their safety. MAHC,
at 550 Pope Ave., as well as the Lewis and
Clark Center on Stimson Avenue and the Sin-
gle Soldier Quarters on Cody Road, are
opened to the public as STORM SHELTERS
during tornado watches. In the event a tor-
nado watch is activated after duty hours, Med-
ical Department Activity personnel will open
the health center for those needing shelter and
remain open until all watches or warnings are

lifted.

B Munson Army Health Center offers CAR
SEAT SAFETY CHECKS by appointment to
help give you peace of mind every time you hit
the road. Our trained staff will walk you
through proper installation, answer your ques-
tions and ensure your child is riding as safely
as possible. Appointments take just 15-20
minutes. Call 913-684-6604 to schedule.

Bl The MUNSON ARMY HEALTH CEN-
TER PATIENT AND FAMILY PARTNER-
SHIP COUNCIL meets quarterly at MAHC.
The PFPC captures voices and insights of pa-
tients and families to improve the patient care
experience. The council is composed of volun-
teers who represent the interests of patients
who receive care from MAHC. Volunteers can
be active-duty, active-duty family member, re-
tirees or retiree family members. Call 913-684-
6211 or e-mail usarmy.leavenworth.
medcom-mahc.mbx.patient-advocate@
health.mil if interested in participating.

B After hours and on federal holidays, ben-
eficiaries can call the MHS NURSE ADVICE
LINE at 1-800-TRICARE (874-2273). Nursing
staff who support the NAL phone lines can as-
sist beneficiaries with non-life-threatening
medical concerns and provide further guid-
ance. Beneficiaries experiencing a MEDICAL
EMERGENCY, such as severe shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing, should call 911.

M It is important that military families new
to the Fort Leavenworth community ESTAB-
LISH A NEW PRIMARY CARE MANAGER for
their health care needs. Munson Army Health
Center offers a wide range of primary care
providers to choose from for personalized care
at a convenient on-post location. Once your
new address is established in DEERS, call 1-888-
TRIWEST (874-9378) and follow the prompts
to establish a primary care manager at MAHC.
Learn more about services at munson.tri-
care.mil. ° .

Health Center is a public tornado shelter

B Service members, retirees, family mem-
bers and Department of Defense federal em-
ployees on Fort Leavenworth are ELIGIBLE TO

In the event a tornado warning is issued on

USE THE ARMED FORCES WEI LNESS CEN- Fort Leavenworth, and the order is given to
TER FOR FREE. This includes physical fitness take shelter, Munson Army Health Center
testing, body composition analysis, stress man- staff will evacuate patients and visitors to the
agement, improving sleep habits and individual b tlevel for thei fet

health coaching. You set the goals; the AFWC asement level tor their salety.

staff puts you on the path to achieving them. MAHCG, at 550 Pope Ave., as well as the Lewis
Programs are individualized to address your .

current needs, motivation and confidence level. and Clark Center on Stimson Avenue and the
Visit the Fort Leavenworth AFWC in Eisen- Single Soldier Quarters on Cody Road, are
howe‘r Hall or call 913-758-3403 to schedule an opened to the public as storm shelters during
appointment. The health educators are also tornado watches

available to go mobile, taking their class to units
or organizations on post and family readiness

groups. To learn more about AFWC services . . .
visit https://dvidshub.net/r/8 wittlf. dutY hours, Medical Department ACthlty per-

sonnel will open the health center for those
needing shelter and remain open until all
watches or warnings are lifted.

In the event a tornado watch is activated after






