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AT A GLANCE
� The Army

Community Service
B A C K - T O -
SCHOOL BOWL-
ING PARTY  is 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 2
at Strike Zone Bowl-
ing Center. Registra-
tion is required. Call
913-684-2800.

� CHECK-OUT
YOUR LIBRARY is
2-4 p.m. Aug. 5 at the
Combined Arms Re-
search Library, 250
Gibbons Ave. The
event will include
door prizes and book
give aways for chil-
dren, scavenger
hunts, crafts and sto-
rytime. The library’s
SUMMER READ-
ING PROGRAM for
all ages runs through

Aug. 5. Log reading
time to earn prizes at
https://carl.beanstack
.org.

� TEACHER
NIGHT is 5-7 p.m.
Aug. 5 at the Frontier
Army Museum. See
page A3 or call 913-
684-3186 for more
information.

� VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL is
Aug. 6-8. See page B3
for more information
or call 913-290-0651.

� The Transition
Assistance Program’s
CAREER AND EDU-
CATION FAIR is 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 6
at the Frontier Con-
ference Center.

Buffalo Soldiers Day
observed with

ceremony, tours

Michaels Educational Foundation
awards local scholarships

New CDC design
complete

by Christine Paul/U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Public Affairs

One of the biggest challenges our nation’s service mem-
bers and their families face is moving from installation to
installation across the country, sometimes across the world,
every couple of years. The Army uses standard designs
when constructing facilities on their installations to help
reduce the stress and uncertainty that service members and
their families can experience during a permanent change
of station. This helps to instill a sense of familiarity across
installations.

Child development centers, perhaps some of the most
critical facilities on an installation, are no exception. Fort
Leavenworth is currently experiencing a shortage of space
to accommodate the child care needs of its military fami-
lies. The installation has tasked the Kansas City District,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, with the mission of con-
structing a new 37,000-square-foot child development cen-
ter for more than 300 children, ranging in age from infant
to 5 years old.

“Fort Leavenworth has needed (a new child develop-
ment center) for quite some time,” said Carissa Brown,
chief of architecture and interior design at the Kansas City
District. “We helped provide a solution for their child care
needs.”

Although the facility was designed using a standard de-
sign, the team at the Kansas City District faced several
unique challenges. The site of the facility is located near
two streams and a main road on the installation on the east
side of Hancock Avenue between Kansas and Iowa avenues.

This resulted in some geotechnical and civil engineering
challenges, which the team was eager to provide solutions
for. Additionally, a facility dedicated to child care requires
unique considerations for safety and security.

“There were a lot of really unique challenges in the de-
sign beyond what we would typically see,” said Christina
Gatewood, interior designer and technical lead for the
project. “We were always considering what the children
might be doing, how they will maneuver around the facil-
ity. You really do want those protective measures.”

Despite working within strict regulations, the team was
able to incorporate some design elements into the final de-
sign that will hopefully create a better experience for the
children and families who use the facility.

“Our architect created a really nice entryway feature to
the vestibule,” Brown said. “We also had one of our land-
scape architects create some really interesting colored
paving designs leading up to the entrance … to create some
interest for the children and families as they walk up to the
facility.”

Because the new facility is a top priority for the Army,
the design team worked closely with Fort Leavenworth
throughout the entire design process to ensure expecta-
tions and timelines were met. Bi-weekly team meetings al-
lowed everyone to come together and discuss the status of
the project and work through any challenges.

Internally, the project was not only a chance to con-
tribute to the Army’s commitment to improving quality of
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Frontier Heritage
Communities As-
sistant Community
Director Leigh
Brown congratu-
lates Amelia Rieper
on receiving a
scholarship from
The Michaels Or-
ganization Educa-
tional Foundation
during a scholar-
ship luncheon July
25 at the Frontier
Conference Center.
A total of $163,500
was awarded in
varying amounts to
16 local  scholar-
ship recipients.

Photo by Sean Bergosh/Fort
Leavenworth Garrison Public

Affairs

Photo by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs

The Michaels Organization Educational Foundation scholarship recipients Isabel Williams, Sarah Troyn, Alianah
Lands, Juniper Huggard, Amelia Rieper, Thomas James and Joseph Stuewe pose for a group photo at a lunch-
eon in their honor July 25 at the Frontier Conference Center. Scholarship recipients not in attendance in-
cluded Rayna Klutse, Demetrist Booker, Riley King, Elizabeth Post, Katelynn Lands, Zachary Potts, Benjamin
Soyka, Katie Ward and Sarah Ward.

by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leav-
enworth Lamp Editor

The Combined Arms
Center and Fort Leaven-
worth observed Buffalo Sol-
diers Day July 26 with a
ceremony featuring music
by the 312th Army Band, ar-
tifacts on display and re-
marks at the Frontier
Conference Center; guided
tours at the Buffalo Soldier
Commemorative Area and
Frontier Army Museum;
and self-paced tours along
the Wayside Points across
post.

Chaplain (Col.) Sean
Wead, Combined Arms
Center senior command
chaplain, set the stage for
the event with his opening
prayer.

“Almighty God, the in-
ternal strife of the Civil War
fractured families, commu-
nities and states across this
great nation to answer the
moral question: ‘Are all peo-
ple endowed by You with
unalienable rights?’ This
question was answered in

the blood, with the death of
over 700,000 lives,” Wead
prayed. “This wound
cleansed a path to a future
hope, as the people of the
United States strived to un-
derstand your challenge to
love our neighbor. It was in
such a hope and promise

that the 9th and 10th Cav-
alry Regiments, the Buffalo
Soldiers, were formed.”

Speaker George Petti-
grew, executive vice presi-
dent of the Alexander/
Madison Chapter - Greater
Kansas City/Leavenworth
Area 9th and 10th (Horse)

Cavalry Association, said
the term “Buffalo Soldier” is
about character, not physi-
cal characteristics. He read
an unattributed quote ex-
plaining that black soldiers
were coined “Buffalo Sol-

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Training and Doctrine Command Commanding General Gen. Gary Brito delivers
remarks during the Buffalo Soldiers Day ceremony July 26 at the Frontier Con-
ference Center.

SEE BUFFALO SOLDIERS
DAY| A6



Lt. Gen. Milford H. Beagle Jr. Commanding General
Col. Duane Mosier Garrison Commander
Scott Gibson Public Affairs Officer
George Marcec Command Information Officer

Fort Leavenworth Lamp Staff
Prudence Siebert Editor

ftlvlampeditor@gmail.com

FMWR Advertising Staff
Mary Manago Marketing Director

mary.f.manago.naf@army.mil, 913-684-1702

FORT LEAVENWORTH LAMP
PU B L ISH E D FOR TH E COM M U N ITY OF FORT LEAVE NWORTH,  KANSAS

The  Fort Leavenworth Lamp is an authorized publication for members of
the U.S. Army. Contents of the Fort Leavenworth Lamp are not necessarily offi-
cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, Department of Defense, De-
partment of the Army, or the U.S. Army Combined Arms Center and Fort
Leavenworth. It is published weekly by the Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public
Affairs Office,  Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 66027, commercial telephone number
913-684-5267 (DSN prefix 552).

Everything advertised in the Fort Leavenworth Lamp shall be made available
for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any
other nonmerit factor on the purchaser, user or patron.

If a violation of this equal opportunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed,
the printer shall refuse to print advertising from that source until the violation
is corrected.

All editorial content of the Fort Leavenworth Lamp is prepared, edited, pro-
vided and approved by the Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supple-
ments, does not constitute an endorsement by the Department of the Army of
the products or services advertised.

The Fort Leavenworth Lamp editorial office is in Room 221G, 290 Grant
Ave., Fort Leavenworth, Kan., phone number 913-684-LAMP/526. For submis-
sion information, contact the command information officer at 913-684-1718,
or e-mail the editor at ftlvlampeditor@gmail.com.

The Fort Leavenworth Lamp advertising office is in the Family and Morale,
Welfare and Recreation Marketing and Commericial Sponsorship Office in the
Resiliency Center at 600 Thomas Ave, Fort Leavenworth, Kan. E-mail
mary.f.manago.naf@army.mil or call 913-684-1702.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2024     FORT LEAVENWORTH LAMPA2

Fort Leavenworth community makes
recent blood drive a success

by Munson Army Health Cen-
ter Public Affairs

Members of the Fort
Leavenworth community
turned out and made a dif-
ference during a blood
drive conducted July 11 at
Frontier Chapel.

“Officials from the
blood center gave us a pre-
liminary report of 64 units
collected, far surpassing
the 40-unit goal. These do-
nations may help as many
as 192 people in the Kansas
City area get the lifesaving
blood they need,” said Col.
Shane Mendenhall, Mun-
son Army Health Center
director and commanding
officer. 

The event was con-
ducted by Community
Blood Center of Kansas
City, one of two organiza-
tions that regularly con-
duct blood drives on post.

“The drive was very
well attended. It went
smoothly, and we sincerely
appreciate all your efforts
in helping us save lives,”
said Wendy Eisele, a CBC
Kansas City official who
shared a summary of the
event, coordinated through
the health center’s clinical
laboratory. 

Some blood collection
organizations in the
Kansas City area have de-
clared a blood emergency
due to a significant drop in
blood donations. 

According to a statement
from CBC Kansas City, in
the past several weeks, do-
nations have been hundreds
short of what is needed to
meet hospital demand,
placing a strain on the re-
gion’s blood supply during
the critical summer
months.

Officials from the Amer-
ican Red Cross, which also
works with Munson Army
Health Center to conduct
blood drives on post, said
the organization is also see-
ing collections struggle this
summer, and there is a de-
mand for all types of blood,
especially O negative.

“Full summer calendars
and holiday plans may pre-
vent regular donors from
being able to give, but every
donation counts in the mis-
sion to keep blood products
stocked for patients who
need them,” said Evan
Woods, account manager
from the American Red
Cross of Greater Kansas
City and Northwest Mis-
souri. “It’s also recognized
as a time of higher risk for
car accidents, especially
among teen drivers. A sin-
gle car accident victim may
require as many as 100
units of blood.”

The July blood drive got
an additional boost in par-
ticipation after mayors

from
post housing areas shared
the message with residents
in their communities.

“I scheduled my ap-
pointment when they
passed the word to the may-
ors that they needed more
donors,” said Shanna
Cheatham, Pawnee Village
mayor, who donated with
friends.

CBC Kansas City shared
in its preliminary report
that the event had 31 first-
time donors.

“We appreciate the vol-
unteers to who came out to
support the blood drive,
and we really would like to
keep the momentum
going,” Mendenhall said. 

The next opportunity on
post to donate blood this
summer is from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Aug. 17 at Frontier
Chapel. 

CBC Kansas City’s next
event on post is scheduled
for Nov. 6.

Eisele reminded donors
that they need to wait 56
days between donations.

For the latest informa-
tion on blood donation and
other health, wellness and
TRICARE news, follow the
Munson Army Health Cen-
ter Facebook Page at
https://www.facebook.com/
munsonhealth.

Photo by Maria C. Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs Officer

Maj. Michael Moffeit,  incoming Command and General Staff College student, gives blood during a blood drive July 11 at Frontier Chapel.

ABOVE: Capt. Jacob VanBemmel, Munson Army
Health Center Pharmacy chief, gives blood during a
blood drive July 11 at Frontier Chapel. The blood
drive goal was 40 units, and the Fort Leavenworth
community donated more than 60 units.

LEFT: The next blood drive on post coincides with
PAIR Day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 17 at Frontier
Chapel. 

Call 1-800-REDCROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org
and enter “FortLeavenworth” to schedule an ap-
pointment. Donors will receive a ticket to Worlds of
Fun while supplies last.

Photo by Maria C. Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs Officer

           
         

Give blood for 
thrilling fun!
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Blood Drive  
Ft Leavenworth  
Frontier Chapel  

 

Fellowship Hall 
625 Thomas Avenue 

Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027 
 

Saturday, August 17, 2024 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 
All presenting donors will receive a ticket to Worlds of Fun while supplies last! 

Tickets are nontransferable and cannot be exchanged for cash. 
 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter: FortLeavenworth to schedule an appointment.  

 

 
Scan to be directed to 

RapidPass® 

Donors needed! Come give blood in August for $20 
Amazon.com Gift Card by email. See rcblood.org/Help   

Scan to schedule 
an appointment. 

For more Munson Army
Health Center news, see

Munson Notes on page B11.
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Have the Fort Leavenworth Lamp
delivered to your inbox!

Sign up to receive a reminder when a new issue of the Fort Leavenworth Lamp is posted by e-mailing

usarmy.leavenworth.id-training.mbx.pao-inbox@army.mil.

Army Training Support Center,
CAC-T, welcomes new commander

Museum to host Teacher Night Aug. 5
by Frontier Army Museum

Calling all teachers! 
Need some inspiration for

your next amazing field trip? 
Come to the museum's

Teacher Night from 5-7 p.m.
Aug. 5 at the Frontier Army
Museum on Fort Leaven-
worth.

Learn about field trip op-
tions, including staff-led pro-
gramming. View exhibit
galleries, and speak with cu-
rators on creating personal-
ized education programs.

Light refreshments will be
offered by the Friends of the
Frontier Army Museum.

RSVPs, which can be
done at https://www.face-
book.com /share/gWbqLuk-
sWJjStKBy/, are requested to
this event for an accurate
count.

For teachers outside of
Unified School District 207,
a visitor pass can be obtained
online up to 10 days before
the event. Visit https://home.
army.mil/leavenworth/my-
fort/all-services/gate-infor-
mation for the visitor pass
link and more information.

For more information
about Teacher Night at the
Frontier Army Museum,
contact Megan Hunter at
913-684-3190 or megan.m.
hunter.civ @army.mil.

by Cierra Clark/Army Training Support Center/Combined Arms
Center-Training

FORT EUSTIS, VIRGINIA — Soldiers and civilians
from across the organization attended the Army Training
Support Center change of command July 19 at Fort Eustis,
Virginia.

Combined Arms Center-Training Deputy Command-
ing General Brig. Gen. Jeremy Wilson presided over the cer-
emony honoring outgoing ATSC commander Col. John
Barry Jr. and incoming commander Col. John Lopes.

The change of command ceremony is a military tradi-
tion representing the handover of authorities and respon-
sibilities within a unit or command. The colors flown at
every ceremony represent the history, tradition and ac-
complishments of a unit throughout its history. The pass-
ing of the colors signifies more than a change in power and
authority, it signifies a new chapter for the team in its long
history of service to the nation and the soldiers it was
sworn to support.

The ceremony began with ceremonial music from the
208th Army Reserve Band, the posting of the colors, the ar-
rival of the official party, and an invocation from Chaplain
(Lt. Col.) Light Shin, deputy command chaplain, Training
and Doctrine Command.

Barry’s wife, Susan, and daughter, Sarah, were each pre-
sented with red roses, signifying the farewell of a person
with love and appreciation for contributions during their
time at ATSC. Barry then presented his son, Owen, with the
last commander’s coin he would give out as the ATSC com-
mander.

Lopes’ wife, Xiomara, and daughter, Anna, received yel-
low roses, the color of new beginnings, welcoming them to
ATSC. Lopes then presented his son, Jefferson, with the first
commander’s coin he gave out as the new ATSC com-
mander.

During the ceremony, the colors were passed from the
keeper of the colors, Command Sgt. Maj. James Card, ATSC
senior enlisted advisor, to Barry, who then passed them to
Wilson. Wilson then passed them to Lopes to symbolize the
change in leadership. Card received the colors back from
Lopes as his first act of loyalty as the new commander.

During his remarks, Wilson spoke about Barry’s coura-
geous and steadfast leadership during his time at ATSC.

“Colonel Barry’s record of success over the last two years
can directly be attributed to his skills as a leader, mentor,
problem solver and trainer,” Wilson said. “As the com-
mander of the Army Training Support Center, he ensured

ATSC provided exceptional training support products,
services, and facilities to soldiers and civilians worldwide.”

During his remarks, Barry shared memories with the
team.

“These last two years have been my most rewarding po-
sition to date,” Barry said. “Together, we, at ATSC, have
made lasting impacts on how the Army trains its soldiers
and formations.”

Barry, who assumed command of ATSC in July 2022,
expressed his appreciation of the soldiers and civilians who
worked alongside him during his time as commander.

“As with any successful organization, it’s the people who
make it great, and without them I would not have been suc-
cessful,” Barry said.

Prior to the change of command ceremony, Michael

Formica, executive deputy to the TRADOC commanding
general, presented Barry the Legion of Merit for excep-
tionally meritorious conduct in the performance of his du-
ties while in command.

Barry expressed confidence and appreciation for the in-
coming commander and his family. Barry will now retire
and begin life as a civilian.

Lopes thanked Barry for the seamless transition during
his remarks.

“I want to express my deep appreciation for your ex-
ceptional leadership and unwavering commitment to this
organization,” Lopes said. “The accomplishments of ATSC
are a testament to your extraordinary leadership.”

Lopes said he is honored to be joining the ranks of ATSC
and looks forward to working with the team.

Photo by Army Training Support Center/Combined Arms Center-Training

Outgoing Army Training Support Center Commander Col. John Barry Jr., Combined Arms Center-Training
Deputy Commanding General Brig. Gen. Jeremy Wilson, incoming ATSC Commander Col. John Lopes and
ATSC Senior Enlisted Advisor Command Sgt. Maj. James Card prepare for the ceremonial passing of the col-
ors during the ATSC change of command July 19 at Fort Eustis, Virginia.
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Pioneer DayFFAM hosts

at Frontier Army Museum
Pioneer Day

Joshua Goodenow, Titus
Flack and Szabolcs
Csato play with balance
rings during the Friends
of the Frontier Army Mu-
seum Pioneer Day July
27 at the Frontier Army
Museum.

Maj. Nathan Flack assists son Jessie Flack in a game
of croquet at Friends of the Frontier Army Museum
Pioneer Day July 27 at the Frontier Army Museum.

FFAM Pioneer Day participants played various
games, including sack races, museum scavenger
hunts, and games like jacks and croquet that would
have been played by pioneers.

Contract Specialist Eric Grande and his son, Arling-
ton, assemble Lincoln Logs at one of the Friends of
the Frontier Army Museum Pioneer Day activity sta-
tions July 27 at museum. 

Fort Leavenworth families participate in a scavenger hunt throughout the museum and learn about the area’s military history during the Friends of the Frontier Army
Museum Pioneer Day July 27 at the Frontier Army Museum.

Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Jared Vineyard and his daughter, Clara Vineyard, participate in a scavenger hunt through-
out the museum during the Friends of the Frontier Army Museum Pioneer Day July 27 at the Frontier Army
Museum. The scavenger hunt helped familiarize participating families with the post’s early military history.

Photos by Colbie Fairley/
Fort Leavenworth Garrison

Public Affairs Intern

Photos by Colbie Fairley/
Fort Leavenworth Garrison

Public Affairs Intern



CALL military analyst supports
summer hire program in Germany

by Center for Army Lessons Learned

Center for Army Lessons Learned Military Analyst For-
ward Willis Heck provided 240 hours of mentorship and
support to the U.S. Army Europe and Africa (USAREUR-
AF) summer hire program June 16 through July 26. 

The six-week program provided Department of De-
fense dependents 14-20 years old the opportunity for em-
ployment at various agencies at Army garrisons within
Germany.

Sworn in as Department of the Army civilians, partici-
pants performed clerical and labor functions within their
respective communities.

Participants received monetary compensation for their
daily contributions to assigned departments. The program
provided training on budgeting, resumé building, public
speaking, professionalism and proper business etiquette. 

Supervisors from numerous departments supporting
the Joint Multinational Readiness Center received their
summer hires. The JMRC CALL Detachment received two
participants for the duration of the program.

Each participant assigned to the CALL Detachment
provided three workforce industries of their interest. The
CALL Detachment provided them a list of the top 10 col-
leges and professional certifications associated with their
fields of interest. Heck coordinated workforce industry en-
gagements with subject matter experts and professionals
throughout the Hohenfels community in veterinary med-
icine, family medicine, journalism/broadcasting, biol-
ogy/ornithology, sports management and sports medicine.

The workforce industry engagements exposed the teens
to professionals working in their fields of interest. During
these engagements the teens prepared questions for the
subject matter experts, focused on individual preparation
and the path to achieving these occupational specialties.

While with the CALL Detachment, the teens mainly
provided clerical support. Their daily duties focused on
customer service, physical security, inventory management,
product development, public speaking, as well as proper
facilities and property management.

The following highlights some of their accomplish-
ments provided to the CALL Detachment:

• Inventoried more than 5,000 professional publications
in the CALL library

• Organized and archived 788 historical publications
and 314 digital video discs

• Created Excel spreadsheet listing more than 5,000 pub-
lications

• Developed information briefs and presented to JMRC
senior leaders

• Provided customer service to more than 15 U.S. and
multinational military members

• Maintained monthly training calendar for the six-week
program

• Painted the CALL Detachment conference room
The teens also attended weekly training that covered

business etiquette, workplace relationship building, work-
site health and safety, volunteering and financial matters.
Heck provided a presentation to the participants on pub-
lic speaking and professionalism. The presentation covered
the seven elements and 10 tips on becoming a better pub-
lic speaker. He also briefed on the eight characteristics of
professionalism in the workplace and how the summer
hires can exhibit those characteristics. 

Upon conclusion of the program, participants provided
the JMRC Commander of Operations Group a brief
overview of their assigned roles and responsibilities. The
teens also briefed their progress achievements working to-
ward their short- and long-term goals since beginning the
program. Preceding the briefs, the COG provided certifi-
cates of appreciation to all summer hire participants.

CALL analysts continue to provide support and assist
with their professional expertise in many facets. The JMRC
CALL Detachment frequently hosts visits from U.S., multi-
national and allied partners. The detachment also provides
timely and relevant information through dissemination on
lessons learned and best practices supporting the Joint
Multinational Readiness Center in the European Theater.
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Photo by Willis Heck/Center for Army Lessons Learned

Summer hire program participants take the civilian oath, led by Col. Justin Reese, Joint Multinational Readiness Center commander of Operations Group, June 17
in Hohenfels, Germany.

Photo by Kaitlyn Owens/Joint Multinational Readiness Center Executive Officer

Center for Army Lessons Learned Military Analyst Forward Willis Heck, center, and summer hire program par-
ticipants Emily Ahmet and Joel Idowu, assigned to the CALL Detachment, pose in front of Joint Multinational
Readiness Center Headquarters at the conclusion of the program July 26 in Germany.

ABOVE: Joint Multina-
tional Readiness Center
S3 Sgt. Maj. Paul
Hamako and JMRC Op-
erations Group Com-
mander Col. Justin
Reese, Joint Multina-
tional Readiness Center
present certificates of
appreciation to Center
for Army Lessons
Learned Detachment
summer hires program
participants Emily
Ahmet and Joel Idowu,
also pictured at LEFT,
July 24 in Hohenfels,
Germany. 

Photos by Willis Heck/
Center for Army Lessons Learned

and Zachariah McKinnon/Child Youth
Program Services



Buffalo Soldiers Day (continued from Page A1)

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

George Pettigrew, ABOVE, executive vice president of the Alexander/Madison Chapter - Greater Kansas
City/Leavenworth Area 9th and 10th (Horse) Cavalry Association, and John Bruce, BELOW, association pres-
ident, provide guided tours in the Buffalo Soldier Commemorative Area, featuring the Buffalo Soldier Monu-
ment and the Circle of Firsts, as part of the Buffalo Soldiers Day observance July 26 on post.
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diers” by Native Americans
because they shared attrib-
utes associated with the
buffalo, such as being
courageous.

Pettigrew described the
Battle of the Saline River of
August 1867, one of the first
recorded battles between
black soldiers from Com-
pany F, 10th Cavalry, and
Cheyenne warriors, and
noted that the battle loca-
tion in northwest Kansas
has been confirmed in re-
cent years with several arti-
facts discovered.

“Given what we now
know, (that battle) proves
why we were the first and
only soldiers given the nick-
name Buffalo Soldiers —
first time in a battle and
outnumbered 2.5 to 1,
(with) no reinforcements,
with losses of their six to
our one.”

Pettigrew reemphasized
that “Buffalo Soldier” is de-
rived from character, not
characteristics.

“If they say it is the hair,
remind them of what they
did under that hair. Charac-
ter makes the difference,” he
said. “The popular story
about the name ‘Buffalo
Soldier’ having roots in the
appearance of our skin tone
and hair denies the courage
in the Battle of the Saline
River and many others in
the years to come. Focusing
on the characteristics of
these brave soldiers, many
fresh out of being enslaved,
denies the actions and char-
acter of those brave soldiers
underneath that hair.”

The July 26 ceremony
coincided with the anniver-
sary of the desegregation of
the Army in 1948. July 28,
when the 9th and 10th Cav-
alry Regiments were estab-
lished in 1866, is the
designated date for Buffalo
Soldiers Day.

“It is absolutely an
honor to be here to cele-
brate this remarkable legacy
of Buffalo Soldiers in our
United States Army, which
goes back many, many
decades, in fact, centuries,
as most of us know today,”
Training and Doctrine
Command Commanding
General Gen. Gary Brito
said. “And they are clearly
represented by you, friends
and descendants also, some
of the most heroic soldiers
that our Army has seen.”

Brito said that the origi-
nal Buffalo Soldiers left a
legacy for current soldiers
to emulate.

“These men made up
the initial regiments of the

Buffalo Soldiers, and today
continue to give us all an
example to strive for.”

Brito said the Army val-
ues of 1866 might not have
been described as they are
today, but the Buffalo Sol-
diers embodied the princi-
ples of loyalty, duty, respect,
selfless service, honor, in-
tegrity and personal
courage, and were commit-
ted to values of patriotism.

Brito said members of
the 9th and 10th Cavalry
Regiments went on to teach
horse-mounted drills and
tactics at the U.S. Military
Academy. He said they were
the right people at the right
time to strengthen and pro-
tect the nation and train its
future leaders.

Brito highlighted some
accomplishments of Buffalo
Soldiers who earned the
Medal of Honor, including
Pvt. Fitz Lee, member of the
10th Cavalry Regiment who
is buried in the Fort Leav-
enworth National Cemetery
and for whom the Post
Theater (Fitz Lee Hall) and
Lee House on Organ Av-
enue, home of the Mission
Command Training Pro-
gram, are named. He said
soldiers like Sgt. George Jor-
dan — who was born into
slavery, enlisted in 1866 and
served with the 9th Cavalry
Regiment — were paid only
a few dollars a month, but
the Army offered African
Americans opportunities,
as well as hope that they
would be respected and rec-
ognized as Americans.

“Often stationed in only
company-sized units, Buf-
falo Soldiers, as mentioned
by Mr. Pettigrew, conducted
missions that proved criti-
cal to the security and ex-
pansion of our fledgling
country, as well as repairing
military telegraphs, con-
structing new roads, guard-
ing essential water holes,
escorting wagons and sur-
vey parties, those little less-
desirable missions that
clearly made our Army
serve well and created that
western expansion we
needed.”

Brito said the legacy of
the Buffalo Soldiers contin-
ues to inspire today’s Army.

“Lineage from the Buf-
falo Soldiers regiments is
carried on in the 1st Cav-
alry Division, the 4th In-
fantry Division and the
25th Infantry Division as
recognition of their instru-
mental role in the success
and the building of the
Army ... and our country as
well.”

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Flanked by Buffalo Soldier portraits and displays, Training and Doctrine Command Commanding General Gen. Gary Brito delivers remarks during the Buffalo Sol-
diers Day ceremony July 26 at the Frontier Conference Center. The ceremony was followed by guided tours at the Buffalo Soldier Commemorative Area and the Fron-
tier Army Museum and self-paced tours of the Wayside Points across post.



New CDC design (continued from Page A1)

life for soldiers and their families, but it was also an op-
portunity for the team to sharpen their technical skills. Be-
cause it was done in-house, the design staff at the Kansas
City District worked on the entirety of the design rather
than contracting outside architect engineer firms to com-
plete it.

“This was a great project, and we had a good team that
mixed some junior designers with some senior designers”
said Eric Shumate, chief of engineering at the Kansas City
District. “It was both a success for delivering for the in-
stallation but also for developing our staff.”

Shumate said roughly 75 percent of military design
work at the district is completed using outside architec-
ture and engineering firms, so to celebrate the in-house
design completion, Col. Travis Rayfield, former com-
mander of the Kansas City District, joined the team for
the official signing of the design in April 2024.

“It’s always a point of pride when we do an in-house
design,” Shumate said. “It’s very satisfying for the team
whenever we can (celebrate) that.”

Although the team was happy to celebrate the mile-
stone of completing the design, their primary focus was
providing a resilient facility for the service members of
Fort Leavenworth. For Gatewood, being a parent helped
her understand the importance of completing the mission.

“As somebody who has kids and lets other people take
care of them … you want someplace they can feel at home
and happy,” she said. “For the parents that are navigating
different installations, they can feel some sense of nor-
malcy in child care.”

The construction contract for the child development
center was awarded in July 2024, and the new CDC on Fort
Leavenworth is expected to be complete in early 2027.

Photo by Diana McCoy, Kansas City District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers chief of public affairs

The final design for the new Fort Leavenworth child development center project was formally signed in a
signing ceremony April 5. The construction contract for the child development center was awarded in July
2024, and the new CDC on Fort Leavenworth is expected to be complete in early 2027.

Hunting briefings begin Aug. 6
by Rod and Gun Club

The Installation Hunting
Brief is at 6 p.m. Aug. 6 at
Rod and Gun Clubhouse.
Additional briefings will be
offered through October, in
person, as well as virtually
on Blackboard. See addi-
tional briefing dates below.

All hunters, except those
15 and under, are required
to attend the Installation
Hunting Brief annually to
obtain their Fort Leaven-
worth Installation Hunting
Card. Last year’s 2023 cards
expire today, Aug. 1, 2024.

The brief will last about
one hour, barring questions
and time to receive Installa-
tion Hunting Cards.

After the brief, a valid ID
card (military, retiree, de-
pendent, Common Access
Card) and Hunter Educa-
tion Certification Card are
required to receive an In-
stallation Hunting Card
and parking access pass.

If your Hunter Educa-
tion Certification is identi-

fied on a different card like
driver license or state con-
servation card (MO conser-
vation card is acceptable),
contact the Fort Leaven-
worth Hunting Coordina-
tor before arriving to the
brief for verification. If you
need to take a hunter safety
class, Kansas recognizes the
NRA online course and
other (e.g. TX) online
courses.

Additional Installation
Hunting Brief dates:

• Aug. 8, 13, 15, 20, 21,
23, 27 and 28 at 6 p.m. at
the Rod and Gun Club
Clubhouse and virtually on
Blackboard.

• Aug. 15 at 11 a.m. in
Marshall Lecture Hall at the
Lewis and Clark Center

• Aug 27 at 8 p.m. as part
of the Hunter Safety Course

• Sept. 3, 5, 10, 17, 24 at 6
p.m. at the Rod and Gun
Clubhouse.

• Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29
at 6 p.m. at the Rod and
Gun Clubhouse.

All other times are coor-

dinated through Installa-
tion Hunting Coordinator
Michael Johnson at
michaelj.johnson24@gmail.

com.
The Blackboard room

site is https://us.bbcollab.
com/collab/ui/session/guest

/d3133a02fa7146bdb38c6d
1da502f2cb.

To obtain an Installation
Hunting Card after taking

the brief via Blackboard,
come into the clubhouse 30
minutes before any sched-
uled brief.
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Screenshot from https://www.facebook.com/FLVNRodandGun/
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Pets of the Week

Loki, ABOVE, and Rebel Kitty, RIGHT, are two adult
shorthair cats currently available for adoption at the
Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility. Spay/neuter sur-
gery, vaccinations and microchipping are included in
their adoption fees.

The Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility at 510 Organ Ave.
is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day, and by appointment for pre-approved adopters.

See www.FLSF.petfinder.com or call 913-684-4939
for more information. E-mail fortleavenworthstray-
facility@gmail.com for an adoption application.

Volunteers are needed to help cover pet care shifts,
walk dogs, clean kennels and more. Foster homes for
adoptable pets are also needed. To apply to volun-
teer with the Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, enter
ZIP code 66027, then search for “stray animal facil-
ity” at https://vmis.armyfamilywebportal.com/.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Photos by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs

Fort Leavenworth Frontier Heritage Communities
maintenance technicians Alberto Rubio and Juan
Dominguez-Elias conduct repairs July 31 as part of an
effort to reduce the backlog of service requests
across Fort Leavenworth’s housing villages.  The
weeklong initiative paired a dedicated team of FLFHC
technicians with private contractors to systemati-
cally validate and fix routine issues identified during
the summer surge of new residents on Fort Leaven-
worth.

Conducting repairs
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Vacation Bible School is Aug. 6-8
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The Schools of Knowledge, Inspiration, Exploration
and Skills (SKIES): Unlimited offers classes in dance,
music, gymnastics, theater and more. For more infor-
mation, visit https://leavenworth.armymwr.com/
programs/skies-unlimited. Download the summer
catalog of available classes at https://leaven-
worth.armymwr.com/application/files/2217/1258/9
294/SKIESUnlimited_2024_Summer_Catalog.pdf
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The Stonghold Food Pantry Pack the Backpack event is returning this year with the support of American Le-
gion Auxiliary - Kansas Unit 370.
Stronghold is dedicated to supporting military families by easing the burden of food insecurity by providing
groceries and basic necessities whenever and wherever needed.
The summer season (PCS season) can be chaotic and costly for military families. In the month of August,
Stronghold will also be providing back-to-school supplies.
This event is tailored to meet the specific grade-level needs of every military individual, from kindergarten
and beyond. Elementary school through high school supplies will be offered, from watercolors to headphones,
wide-ruled to college-ruled paper.
Join Stronghold from 10 a.m. to noon Aug. 7 in the conference room at 655 Biddle Boulevard to Pack the
Backpack.
Registration, a military ID and attendance are required for participation. Register at https://www.strong-
holdfoodpantry.org/event-details/pack-the-backpack-2.
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1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App
© 2023 The American National Red Cross | 424901-01 DC

Give blood for 
thrilling fun!
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Blood Drive  
Ft Leavenworth  
Frontier Chapel  

 

Fellowship Hall 
625 Thomas Avenue 

Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027 
 

Saturday, August 17, 2024 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 
All presenting donors will receive a ticket to Worlds of Fun while supplies last! 

Tickets are nontransferable and cannot be exchanged for cash. 
 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter: FortLeavenworth to schedule an appointment.  

 

 
Scan to be directed to 

RapidPass® 

Donors needed! Come give blood in August for $20 
Amazon.com Gift Card by email. See rcblood.org/Help   

Scan to schedule 
an appointment. 
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MUNSON NOTES

Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

Munson Army Health Center’s base-
ment at 550 Pope Ave. is one of the des-
ignated tornado shelters on post.

If a tornado watch is activated after
duty hours, Medical Department Activ-
ity personnel will open the health cen-
ter for those needing shelter. The
building will remain open until all
watches or warnings are lifted.

Visit https://www.facebook.com/munson-
health/ for updates and information.

Sports physicals are currently unavailable from MAHC at this time. While MAHC has offered sports physicals
as a courtesy in previous years, the current staffing cannot support the service at this time without impact-
ing access for patients with acute and/or chronic healthcare needs. Furthermore, MAHC cannot refer patients
to the network for a sports physical, because sports physicals are not a TRICARE-covered benefit.
MAHC providers may complete sports physical paperwork in conjunction with a TRICARE-covered physical,
like a school physical or routine physical; however, appointments for routine physicals might be delayed, when
medically appropriate, until late summer/early fall when additional providers will be on board.

Munson Army Health Center is currently scheduling an additional round of school physicals required for en-
rollment in Kansas schools.
According to Kansas law, physicals are required for students 8 years old or younger who are NEW to Kansas
schools. School physicals are not required for students attending Missouri schools, only current proof of im-
munization, which is available from the MHS GENESIS Patient Portal or from MAHC’s patient administration
section.
Patients should call MAHC’s appointment line (913-684-6250) weekdays from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays to
check appointment availability for a required school physical.
Be aware, routine physicals not required for enrollment may be delayed, when medically appropriate, until
late summer/early fall. Another round of school physicals will be announced later this summer.
Currently MAHC is not offering sports physicals for students who choose to participate in extracurricular ac-
tivities. Sports physicals on their own, are not a TRICARE-covered benefit, and instead have historically been
offered as a space-available service. Current staffing does not support the extra service without impacting
access for our patients with acute and/or chronic health care needs.
For more information on TRICARE-covered physicals, visit https://tricare.mil/CoveredServices/IsItCov-
ered/Physicals.

FORT LEAVENWORTH LAMP THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2024 B11


