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AT A GLANCE
� Anyone with DEBTS OWED to or by the ES-

TATE OF SPC. TREVOR D. WHITE must contact
Capt. Kaleb Dahl, the summary court martial officer for
the soldier, at 913-684-2313 or kaleb.w.dahl.mil
@army.mil. Spc. White passed away Nov. 11, 2024.

� The HOLIDAY LIGHTING EVENT AT ZAIS
PARK with carriage rides, choir performances, visits
with Santa and more is at 4 p.m. Dec. 6. See flyer on
page B1 in the Post Notes section for more information.

� SKIES Curtain Call free performances of “ELF
JUNIOR: THE MUSICAL” are at 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Dec. 7 in the Old Patton Junior High School audito-
rium. Call 913-684-3207 or text 913-704-7595 for more
information.

� The GERMAN CHRISTMAS SERVICE is at 5:30
p.m. Dec. 7 followed by a CHRISTKINDLMARKT at 6
p.m. at Memorial Chapel. See flyer on B1 for more in-
formation.

� The FORT LEAVENWORTH SPOUSES’ CLUB
WREATH AND TREE AUCTION and December So-
cial is 5:30-9 p.m. Dec. 11 at the Frontier Conference
Center and is open to non-members. RSVP at
https://form.jotform.com/243035859110149. See re-
lated photos and story on page A5.

� The free 312TH ARMY BAND HOLIDAY CON-
CERT is at 7 p.m. Dec. 13 in Eisenhower Auditorium at
the Lewis and Clark Center.

� NATIONAL WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
DAY is Dec. 14. See flyer on page B1 for more infor-
mation. 

� HANCOCK GATE IS OPEN temporarily from 7
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday for the next six
to eight months to provide the safest route for con-
struction vehicles to and from the site of the future
Child Development Center. Residents and employees
who choose to use Hancock Gate are reminded to FOL-
LOW DETOURS and SPEED LIMITS as posted.  Given
the influx of construction traffic and numerous detours
through housing areas, motorists are cautioned that this
might not be a viable “shortcut” to various locations on
the installation.

� Three slots are still available for the upcoming
VOLUNTEER DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINING
PROGRAM on Fort Leavenworth, a free job training
opportunity. The program is a cooperative effort be-
tween the American Red Cross and the Fort Leaven-
worth Dental Clinic Command. Spouses and family
membersof active duty, Guard and Reserve soldiers are
welcome to apply, as are retired military members with

regular post access privileges. Applications are being ac-
cepted now, and interviews will take place now through
Dec. 15. The next class will start on or before Feb. 3,
2025. Contact Jason Ramlow at Jason.Ramlow@red-
cross.org or 816-536-0108  for more information and to
request an application packet.

� FORT LEAVENWORTH THRIFT SHOP COM-
MUNITY ASSISTANCE GRANT APPLICATIONS are
now available at the cashiers counter from 9:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 1025
Sheridan Drive. Application deadline is Feb. 25, 2025,
and funds will be available in April. No late applications
will be accepted. Call 913-651-6768 for more informa-

tion.

� POILLON SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS are
available at the Army Education Center. The Poillon
Scholarship is open to high school seniors who will be
graduating during the current school year and are de-
pendents of U.S. military members, currently or within
the past 24 months assigned to Fort Leavenworth; or
civilians who are currently employed at Fort Leaven-
worth either by the U.S. government or a nonappro-
priated fund. Application deadline is March 10, 2025.

� See the POST NOTES (B section) for more infor-
mation on upcoming events.

Early morning ruck march for

KMQC celebrates
2,000th graduate

Dueling December: Who Wore It Best? 
See page A8

Adoptable pets holiday fashion show with a new matchup each week!

Vote for your favorite!This week: Porch Kittens vs. the Snack Pack Litter

by Randi Stenson, Mission Command Center of Excellence Public Affairs Officer

Honor graduate Capt. Andrew J. Gottardi is congratulated by guest
speaker Howard Brewington, Mission Command Center of Excellence
deputy director, for his achievement during the Knowledge Manage-
ment Qualification Course graduation ceremony Nov. 22 at Fort Leav-
enworth. This KMQC class marked the 2000th graduate since the
course began in 2011.

by Randi Stenson, Mission Command
Center of Excellence Public Affairs Offi-
cer

In April 2019, then-Knowledge
Management Qualification Course
Chief Martin Fries noted the gradu-
ation of the course’s 1,000th student
by saying, “We can't wait to get
started on the next 1,000."

On Nov. 22, 2024, just a little
more than five years later, the
KMQC instructors and staff cele-
brated that milestone during the
graduation of its 91st class.

While one of the class’s 24 stu-
dents is the 2,000th graduate, exactly
who that is may never be known. In-
stead, the team decided to recognize
each student with a poker chip com-
memorating this graduation and its
significance to the KM community.

“This is a proud day for the Com-
bined Arms Center, Mission Com-
mand Center of Excellence and the

Army Knowledge Management Pro-
ponent Office,” said Fries, now chief
of Leader Development, Education
and Training. “We now have 2,000
individuals, both military and civil-
ian, from all services and compo-
nents, including multinational
personnel from New Zealand,
Canada, Korea and Germany, that
have returned to their units and fa-
cilitated organizational improve-
ment through enhanced shared
understanding, learning and deci-
sion making in support of mission
command.”

The Army Knowledge Manage-
ment Proponent oversees the design,
development, coordination and ex-
ecution of the resident KMQC
across all cohorts and awards com-
pletion with Army Additional Skill
Identifier 1E (KM Professional). The

SEE KMQC’S 2,000TH GRADUATE | A3

Photo by Tamika Sherman/Stronghold Food Pantry 

Santa Claus greets his doppleganger as ruck marchers complete their journey from the Fron-
tier Conference Center to Stronghold Food Pantry carrying toys, clothing and other gifts to
stock Stronghold’s Christmas Depot Dec. 2.

by Capt. Edward
A. Garibay/ Com-
bined Arms Doc-
trine Directorate

On a crisp
winter morning,
soldiers, fami-
lies, civilians —
and even Santa
Claus — gath-
ered for the
S t ron g ho l d
Food Pantry
C h r i s t m a s
Ruck March at
the Frontier
Con f e r en ce
Center Dec. 2
to stuff their
rucksacks with
toys and gifts
before march-
ing to Strong-
hold Food
Pantry to do-
nate to military families
in need.

“The ruck march
was a fun and engaging
way to involve soldiers
and bring the commu-

nity together,” said
Monica Bassett,
founder and CEO of
Stronghold. “It’s a time
to spread kindness,
support and positivity.”

Donations of toys,
clothing and other gifts
will support Strong-
hold’s Christmas
Depot, an annual event
scheduled for Dec. 12-

14 that allows military
parents to select gifts
for their children to
help spread joy and

SEE STRONGHOLD RUCK
MARCH | A7

Photo by Tamika Sherman/Stronghold Food Pantry 

Ruck marchers set out from Frontier Conference Center carrying donated
toys and supplies to support military families Dec. 2.

STRONGHOLD
FOOD PANTRY
ushers in season of giving
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LETTER  TO
THE  EDITOR

Reader thankful for Thanksgiving at DFAC

Really enjoyed the Thanksgiving
spread at the Dining Facility. 

Thank you.
Oorah!

— Retired Staff Sgt. David Caccia

RIGHT: Fort Leavenworth
leaders serve the tradi-
tional Thanksgiving meal
for holiday diners,
BELOW, Nov. 28 at the
Fort Leavenworth Dining
Facility, also known as
the Fort Leavenworth In-
stallation Warrior
Restaurant. Anyone with
post access is welcome
to dine at the DFAC.

Photos by retired Staff Sgt.
David Caccia

Families prepare chapels for holiday
season with annual Greening of Chapels

RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
POST CHAPELS

SPECIAL SERVICES
TIME/DATE
4 p.m. Dec. 6 Tree Lighting Ceremony (Zais Park—Memorial Chapel will be open) (Garrison Event)
5:30 p.m. Dec. 7 German Christmas Service (Memorial Chapel)
9 a.m. Jan. 11 Chapel Decorations Restoration Event 

CATHOLIC- PIONEER CHAPEL 

9:30 a.m. Dec. 8 Second Sunday of Advent Mass
9:30 a.m. Dec. 15 Third Sunday of Advent Mass
9:30 a.m. Dec. 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent Mass
4 p.m. Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Mass (Pioneer Chapel)
9:30 a.m. Dec. 29 The Holy Family- Mass (Frontier Chapel)
Noon Jan. 1 Solemnity of Mary Holy Day of Obligation (Pioneer Chapel)
9:30 a.m. Jan. 5 Epiphany (Frontier Chapel) 

PROTESTANT (LITURGICAL) – MEMORIAL CHAPEL

9:30 a.m. Dec. 8 Second Sunday of Advent 
9:30 a.m. Dec. 15 Third Sunday of Advent 
9:30 a.m. Dec. 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

FORT LEAVENWORTH GOSPEL SERVICE - PIONEER CHAPEL

10 a.m. Dec. 8 Second Sunday of Advent 
2 p.m. Dec. 14 Christmas Cantata (Frontier Chapel)
10 a.m. Dec. 15 Third Sunday of Advent 
10 a.m. Dec. 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
10 a.m. Dec. 29 First Sunday after Christmas

PROTESTANT (CONTEMPORARY 1100) – FRONTIER CHAPEL
11 a.m. Dec. 1 First Sunday of Advent
11 a.m. Dec. 8 Second Sunday of Advent
11 a.m. Dec. 15 Third Sunday of Advent
11 a.m. Dec. 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
5 p.m. Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Pioneer Chapel -Contemporary Service)
11 a.m. Dec. 29 First Sunday after Christmas

PROTESTANT (TRADITIONAL 0830) – PIONEER CHAPEL
8:30 a.m. Dec. 1 First Sunday of Advent 
8:30 a.m. Dec. 8 Second Sunday of Advent (Christmas Cantata)
8:30 a.m. Dec. 15 Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m. Dec. 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
7 p.m. Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Pioneer Chapel - Traditional Service)
8:30 a.m. Dec. 29 First Sunday after Christmas

JEWISH SERVICES 
Hanukkah (25 DEC 24 – 02 JAN 25) ***Please call the RSO for details 

For more information, call the Garrison Chaplain’s Office at 913-684-2210

Photos by Jim Harbridge/Chapel Community

Chaplain (Maj.) Andrew Muilenburg and his family
decorate a tree at Frontier Chapel during the annual
Greening of the Chapels event Nov. 23. 

Lt. Col. Chris Quinlan and his son help with the Green-
ing of the Chapels Nov. 23 at Frontier Chapel. The
Chapel Community worked together to decorate Pio-
neer, Frontier and Memorial Chapels for the annual
Greening of the Chapels, a festive event that allowed
service members and families to decorate the
chapels for the upcoming holiday season.
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KMQC’s 2000th graduate (continued from Page A1)

117 Delaware  •  Leavenworth, KS  •  913-682-6373  •  dormail-gallery.com

dorMail Gallery
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CAC-T farewells senior enlisted advisor
by Tisha Swart-Entwistle, Combined Arms Center-Training Public
Affairs Officer

Combined Arms Center-Training Senior Enlisted Ad-
visor Sgt. Maj. Chris Kohunsky relinquished responsibility
for CAC-T during a ceremony Nov. 22 in the Lewis and
Clark Center’s Marshall Lecture Hall.

CAC-T Deputy Commanding General Brig. Gen. Je-
remy Wilson hosted the ceremony.

“Sergeant Major Kohunsky’s accomplishments while at
CAC-T are too numerous to mention,” Wilson said.

Wilson said some of the accomplishments included
promoting the Digital Job Book and SABOT-X (Standard-
ized Armor Base of Training-Experimental application)
and engaging with senior leaders across the force on a daily
basis.

“These tasks were not assigned to him, he realized the
importance and seized the initiative,” Wilson said. “He
stepped forward and said ‘send me,’ always putting the
needs of our Army before his own.”

During his remarks, Kohunsky expressed gratitude for
the support, mentorship and friendship of many individ-
uals he worked with during his time at Fort Leavenworth.

“If you only do one thing today, do this: go find some-
one who you appreciate, tell them, tell them they are im-
portant in your life and you value your friendship,”
Kohunsky said. “Because, there will come a time when you
PCS, or they PCS, and you will miss them — like we will
miss all of you.”

Kohunsky assumed responsibility as the CAC-T senior
enlisted advisor in December 2022. His next assignment
will be the Department of the Army’s G-3/5/7 Force Man-
agement sergeant major.

by Tisha Swart-Entwistle, Combined Arms Center-Training Public Affairs Officer

Combined Arms Center-Training’s Sgt. Major Christopher Kohunsky and CAC-T Deputy Commanding General
Brig. Gen. Jeremy Wilson shake hands during Kohunsky’s relinquishment of responsibility ceremony Nov. 22
in the Lewis and Clark Center’s Marshall Lecture Hall.

AKMP conducted its first
KMQC in 2011, and it took
almost eight years to reach a
throughput of 1,000 gradu-
ates. Achieving the 2,000th
graduate mark so quickly
was largely due to the high
demand for the course, re-
sulting in the last 41 classes
being at maximum capacity,
Fries said.

Lt. Col. Jon Stafford, lead
instructor for the KMQC,
described what students
learn during the three weeks
they spend at Fort Leaven-
worth. 

“We teach these individ-
uals how to establish and
then maintain a knowledge
management program at
their organizations. We also
teach them how to train the
individuals that will com-
prise their knowledge man-
agement working group,
and then (train on) the dif-
ferent processes we use to
make sure an organization is working
as efficiently as it can with the four key
components of people, process, tools
and organization,” Stafford said.

The course focuses on teaching stu-
dents to use the KM process to assess,
design, develop, pilot and implement
solutions to fix knowledge and per-
formance gaps within their own units.
Student products can then immediately
be used at home station to jump start
KM programs. Course surveys and tes-
timonials routinely praise the course
for giving graduates the tools to suc-
ceed.

During his remarks, guest speaker
Howard Brewington, deputy director of

MCCoE, challenged the Army’s newest
KM professionals to make their way to
the “hood of the humvee,” referring to
the place a commander gives guidance
to key staff during tactical operations. 

“So now you’re armed with a set of
skills that as you demonstrate value to
your organization, ... As a knowledge
manager, you will find your way to the
hood of the HMMWV,” he said. “Our
Army is moving toward data centricity
and a key aspect of that is knowledge
management.”

Visit https://usacac.army.mil/Orga-
nizations/Centers-of-Excellence-
CoE/MCCoE/FMPC/Army-Knowledge
-Management-Proponent to learn
more about the KMQC.

Photos by Randi Stenson, Mission Command Center of Excellence Public Affairs Officer

Guest speaker Howard Brewington, Mission Command Center of Excellence deputy director, asks Knowledge Management Qualification
Course students to raise their hands if they know the answer to his question during the KMQC graduation Nov. 22 at Fort Leavenworth.

K n ow l e d g e
Management
Qualification
Course gradu-
ates pose with
their poker
chips, given to
c omm em o -
rate that the
2,000 KMQC
graduate was
part of their
class, follow-
ing the KMQC
g ra d u a t i o n
c e r e m o n y
Nov. 22 at Fort
Leavenworth.
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MAHC director engages with healthcare partner

International
spouses  learn
how to access
healthcare

by Maria Christina Yager/Mun-
son Army Health Center Public
Affairs Officer

Munson Army Health
Center Director Col.
Jolanda L.J. Walker visited
Saint John Hospital in
Leavenworth Nov. 4 to
meet healthcare adminis-
trators and facilitate com-
munication with the
TRICARE-network part-
ner.

TRICARE is the uni-
formed services health care
program for active-duty
service members and their
eligible family members.
Military retirees and eligi-
ble family members who
pay an annual enrollment
fee can also use TRICARE.

Depending on location
and services, TRICARE
“beneficiaries” can receive
care from a military hospi-
tal or clinic, a civilian net-
work of providers off post,
or TRICARE-authorized
non-network providers off
post.

“Munson cares for more
than 13,000 TRICARE ben-
eficiaries, offering core
services through our pri-
mary care practice and an-
cillary services like lab,
radiology and pharmacy,”
Walker said. “When our
beneficiaries need more
specialized care, like obstet-
rics, cardiology, or inpa-
tient or emergency care, we
are fortunate to have net-
work partners, like Saint
John and others, that we

can rely upon to help us
fulfil our mission.”

Accompanied by
MAHC’s Chief Medical Of-
ficer Lt. Col. Reginald
Trevino, an internal medi-
cine physician, the team
met face-to-face with Saint
John Hospital Administra-
tor and Chief Nursing Offi-
cer Billie Leonard and
Physician Liaison Mindy
Krska.

“It was very eye-open-
ing. I learned about services
I didn’t even know they of-
fered,” Trevino said.

Increasing community
engagement, on and off
post, is among Walker’s top
priorities, in addition to
improved access to care,
readiness and fiscal respon-
sibility.

“It is very important to
have these relationships
and lines of communica-
tion established at all levels.
We’ve got to take a good
look and make sure our ad-
ministrative processes are
efficient,” Walker said.

Military health is in a
transformative time, and
with a new TRICARE con-
tract in January 2025, inte-
gration between the
TRICARE civilian provider
networks and military hos-
pitals and clinics will be
more important than ever.

Walker has more visits
planned in Leavenworth
and the surrounding com-
munities with additional
TRICARE network part-
ners in the coming weeks.

Photos by Maria Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs Officer

Saint John Hospital Physician Liaison Mindy Krska, right, welcomes Munson Army Health Center Chief Med-
ical Officer Lt. Col. Reginald Trevino and MAHC Director Col. Jolanda L.J. Walker to Saint John Hospital Nov.
4 in Leavenworth. Walker and Trevino visited Saint John Hospital to meet healthcare administrators and fa-
cilitate communication with the TRICARE-network partner. 

Saint John Hospital Ad-
ministrator and Chief
Nursing Officer Billie
Leonard and Physician
Liaison Mindy Krska
meet with Munson Army
Health Center Director
Col. Jolanda L.J. Walker
and Chief Medical Offi-
cer Lt. Col. Reginald
Trevino Nov. 4 in Leaven-
worth.

by Maria Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs Officer

Munson Army Health Center recently welcomed spouses from Fort
Leavenworth’s international military student population for a tour of
the health center. 

The purpose of the tour was to familiarize the spouses with the fa-
cility and teach them how to access routine, acute and emergency
healthcare for themselves and their families while assigned to Fort
Leavenworth.

The post is home to the U.S. Army Command and General Staff
College, which includes international military students and liaisons.
Information about health care is provided during orientation, but this
event provided international families a closer look.

“It’s a completely new experience for them, so we wanted to walk
them through the process before they are sick or need to get care,” said
Col. Jolanda L.J. Walker, director of Munson Army Health Center. 

The process for the international enrollees to access medical care is
the same for TRICARE beneficiaries enrolled at MAHC.

To schedule an appointment, call the appointment line at 913-684-
6250 from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Callers will need to have the Department
of Defense ID number, located on the back of their ID, for the indi-
vidual requiring medical care.

In case of a medical emergency, call 911, or visit the nearest emer-
gency room off post. MAHC does not have an emergency room.

“We want all our patients to know how to access their care,” Walker
said.

After reviewing how to schedule an appointment at MAHC, the
group visited the Primary Care Clinic on the third floor where Eliza-
beth Allen, a medical support assistant at MAHC, shared how to
check-in for an appointment and what patients might encounter dur-
ing their visit.

Allen said the patients should have their ID, a list of medications
they are currently taking and any questions they would like to ask the
provider.

“We also emphasized our foreign language interpreter service and
chaperone policy,” said Kathy Budke, MAHC’s patient advocate and
international military student medical liaison. “We want to prepare
them for what they can expect here to ensure their safety and com-
fort.”

The group also visited the laboratory, radiology and pharmacy,
where the spouses learned how to activate and pick-up new prescrip-
tions or refills. 

“I believe they really enjoyed their one-on-one tour,” said Reagan
Sawyer, the Fort Leavenworth Army Community Service program
manager who facilitates monthly events on post for international and
U.S. families. Sawyer accompanied the international group, and she
said that based on the positive response, she will work with the health
center to plan additional visits in the future.

Munson Army Health Center supports Fort Leavenworth and the
Combined Arms Center through readiness, wellness, and healthcare
for service members, retirees and their families.

Learn more about Munson Army Health Center at https://mun-
son.tricare.mil.

Photo by Maria Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs Officer

After a tour of Munson Army Health Center, a group of international spouses and Army Community
Service representatives pose in front of the building Nov. 8. The purpose of the tour was to famil-
iarize the international spouses with the facility and teach them how to access routine, acute and
emergency healthcare for themselves and their families while assigned to Fort Leavenworth.
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Spouses’ Club Wreath Auction is Dec. 11
by Karly Gadell/ Fort Leaven-
worth Spouses’ Club President

The Fort Leavenworth
Spouses’ Club is excited to
be hosting the second an-
nual Wreath and Tree Event
Dec. 11 at the Frontier Con-
ference Center. Doors open
at 5:30 pm for a cocktail
hour, followed by the meal
and wreath and tree auc-
tion. 

This event is open to the
public, so you do not need
to be a member of the club
to attend. Spouses and
friends are welcome.

The evening will offer
live music, a cash bar and
more than 30 wreathes and
trees up for grabs in the
auction. 

If you haven’t been to a

wreath-and-tree event, you
are in for a real treat. Each
wreath or tree has its own
theme and will be full of
goodies. 

In the past there have
been wine advent trees,
bourbon trees, gift card
trees, and so much more. 

The event offers a great
way to finish up some holi-
day shopping while helping
a good cause, with proceeds
going into the club’s welfare
fund to be given out in the
spring in the form of grants
and scholarships. 

To purchase a ticket to
attend, visit https://form.
jotform.com/24303585911
0149.

The Spouses’ Club looks
forward to seeing you
Wednesday night.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility volun-
teer Cathy Schrankel’s dog Goldie,
LEFT, and cat Trouble, ABOVE, show
their approval of the project and adorn-
ment choices as FLSF volunteer Marisa
Ranney, LEFT, and Shanna Cheatham,
ABOVE, decorate a dog-themed wreath
with dog toys and battery-powered
lights for the Fort Leavenworth
Spouses’ Club Wreath and Tree Auction
Nov. 21 at Shrankel’s home on post.
Schrankel adopted Goldie from the Fort
Leavenworth Stray Facility a few years
ago after fostering her for some time.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility volunteers Sarah Crabtree, Jennifer Johnston, Shanna Cheatham, Cathy
Schrankel and Marisa Ranney decorate rustic dog- and cat-themed wreaths with pet items and lights Nov. 21
at Shrankel’s home on post. The wreaths, and many others from other donors, will be available at the Fort
Leavenworth Spouses’ Club Wreath and Tree Auction Dec. 11, with proceeds benefitting grants and scholar-
ships that FLSC awards in the spring.

ABOVE: FLSF volunteers
Marisa Ranney and Jen-
nifer Johnston fill clear
ornaments with treats
and cat toys to place on
dog- and cat-themed
wreaths Nov. 21 at a fel-
low volunteer’s home in
Main Post.
RIGHT: FLSF volunteers
Shanna Cheatham and
Sarah Crabtree decorate
a cat-themed wreath for
the Fort Leavenworth
Spouses’ Club Wreath
and Tree Auction Nov. 21
in Main Post.
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Renovation celebrated with ribbon-cutting

U.S. Army advisors prepare for Operation
Combined Victory at MTC-Leavenworth

Photo by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office

Lead Special Trial Counsel for the Army Brig. Gen. Christopher Kennebeck is joined by Fort Leavenworth Garrison Commander Col. Duane Mosier and Garrison Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Vanessa Sun to cut the ribbon for the recently renovated 4th Circuit Office of Special Trial Counsel Office Nov. 20 at 615 McClellan Road.
The 4th Circuit Office of Special Trial Counsel is one of eight circuits that are part of the Office of Special Trial Counsel (OSTC). According to the OSTC’s website,
the office’s mission is “to seek justice by independently and equitably evaluating criminal allegations and effectively prosecuting cases warranted by the evidence
in the best interests of the Army community, while maintaining honest, clear communication with victims, the Army and the public in order to promote trust in the
military justice system.”

by Maj. Jason Elmore/1st Security Force Assis-
tance Brigade

Advisors from the 1st and 3rd Security
Force Assistance Brigades (SFABs) sharp-
ened their skills and operational under-
standing during a Leader Training Program
(LTP) Nov. 18-22 at the Mission Training
Complex - Leavenworth. The program is a
vital step in preparing advisors for their
roles in Operation Combined Victory 25-
02, a validation exercise designed to test
their ability to operate in complex and dy-
namic environments.

“The LTP will combine force packages
from both brigades to ensure all SFAB are
interoperable in large-scale combat opera-
tions,” said Maj. Loren Wampler, operations
officer assigned to the 1st Security Force As-
sistance Brigade.

The LTP serves as a “warm start” to the

scenario advisors will face later during Op-
eration Combined Victory (OCV) at Camp
Atterbury, Indiana. The program combines
academic instruction with the Military De-
cision-Making Process (MDMP), enabling
advisors to develop their initial scheme of
advising and advisor support plan before
executing their mission.

“The battalion staff gained a greater ap-
preciation of division operations through a
day and a half of academics, and two days
of (mission analysis) planning. This is a
great start in helping us shape our training
before we go into OCV in how to advise
and liaise at the division level,” said Maj.
Richard Chapman, an Army advisor who
participated in the training.

During the weeklong program, advisors
received instruction on division-level oper-
ations, focusing on key warfighting func-
tions such as intelligence, fires, protection

and sustainment. These sessions were com-
plemented by in-depth discussions on spe-
cialized topics, including
counter-unmanned aerial systems (UAS)
and airspace planning, providing advisors
with critical knowledge to address emerg-
ing threats.

Breakout sessions allowed advisors to
collaborate in smaller groups, applying
their training to scenario-based challenges.
The MDMP sessions heavily emphasized
mission analysis, guiding advisors to eval-
uate the situation, identify key factors, and
build a scheme of advising. This process de-
tailed how advisors would integrate with
partner forces, defining roles and responsi-
bilities to ensure effective support.

“LTP is important because it is the first
time the teams across the task force have
worked together as a staff, and, for most, the
first time we learned about planning and

operations at the division level,” Chapman
said.

Operation Combined Victory 25-02 will
immerse SFAB advisors in a realistic and
complex scenario spanning the full spec-
trum of the competition continuum. The
exercise will validate their ability to assess,
support, liaise and advise partner forces
while managing internal mission com-
mand.

By preparing advisors to operate cohe-
sively with foreign partner forces and U.S.
units, the Leader Training Program rein-
forces the critical role of SFABs in support-
ing global security cooperation and
readiness. As they move forward to Opera-
tion Combined Victory, these advisors are
equipped to meet the challenges of tomor-
row’s battlefields with professionalism and
precision.
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holiday cheer while respect-
ing their dignity. Children
will even have the opportu-
nity to find gifts for their
parents. Anyone who would
still like to donate to
Stronghold’s Christmas
Depot can do so through
Dec. 10.

“At the end of the day,
when you can unite the
community and get every-
one involved in giving back,
it’s incredibly heartwarm-
ing,” said Vince Afaisen, an
event participant and sec-
ond vice president of the
Fort Leavenworth Spouses’
Club. “It’s amazing.”

Beyond providing mate-
rial goods, the ruck march
also helped raise awareness
about food insecurity and
the broader challenges
faced by some military fam-
ilies, according to Bassett,
who founded Stronghold in
2022.

“When military families
are struggling to put healthy
food on the table for their
families, they are also bur-
dened with the stress and
anxiety of not being able to
buy new warm clothes for
their growing children, or
put Christmas presents
under the tree,” Bassett said. 

She opens the Strong-
hold Food Pantry from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. every
Wednesday.

“Events like this not only
provide immediate support,
but they also help soldiers

recognize what resources
are available to them.”

While Stronghold pri-
marily operates as a food
pantry, its mission extends
far beyond just providing
food. The organization
hosts year-round events
similar to the Christmas
Ruck March and Christmas
Depot to support families
in need. 

Stronghold partners
with a variety of local or-
ganizations, including the
Fort Leavenworth Spouses’
Club and the School of Ad-
vanced Military Studies. In
fact, a large group of ruck
march participants were
SAMS students.

“One of the key things
we try to instill in our stu-
dents is not only a sense of
service to the country, but
also a sense of service to the
community,” said Col.
Dwight Domengeaux Jr.,
SAMS director, who partic-
ipated in the event. “What
we’re doing here is an ex-
pression of our service to
the community.”

The Stronghold Food
Pantry is located in the
Armed Forces Insurance
building at 655 Biddle Blvd.
on Fort Leavenworth. 

For more information
on the organization and
how to volunteer, donate or
sign up for the Christmas
Depot, visit www.strong-
holdfoodpantry.org.

Photos by Tamika Sherman/Stronghold Food Pantry 

ABOVE: Canadian Maj. Ashley Adams and
German Lt. Col. Tobias Post, School of Ad-
vanced Military Studies, talk with Strong-
hold Food Pantry CEO and Founder
Monica Bassett after the Stronghold
Christmas Ruck March Dec. 2 at the
Armed Forces Insurance building at 655
Biddle Boulevard, where the Stronghold
Food Pantry, which includes the Happy
Bottoms diaper program and Christmas
Depot for military families, is located.
LEFT: A Stronghold Christmas Ruck March
participant transfers items from backpack
to table Dec. 2 for military families to se-
lect as gifts in Stronghold’s Christmas
Depot, which will be available Dec. 12-14.
Visit www.strongholdfoodpantry.org to
sign up or for more information.

Federal court orders Harris Jewelry to restore web
portal for service members to request refunds

by Federal Trade Commission Press Release

A federal court has ordered Harris Jew-
elry to reopen its claims process and reno-
tify consumers, most of whom are
active-duty service members, to submit
their claims for refunds. The court found
Harris Jewelry violated its prior settlement
with the Federal Trade Commission and a
multistate group led by the New York At-
torney General’s Office by prematurely
shutting down the claims portal.

The new claims process is open until
Dec. 21.

The agency is encouraging consumers
who purchased items from Harris Jewelry
and paid for a Lifetime Jewelry and Watch
Protection Plan, and have yet to file a claim

or previously filed a claim but not yet heard
back from Harris Jewelry, to request a re-
fund via Harris’s website at
https://www.harrisjewelry.com/ as soon as
possible.

In July 2022, the FTC and a group of 18
states took action and stopped the national
jewelry retailer from cheating military fam-
ilies with illegal financing and sales prac-
tices. According to the complaint, the
jewelry company deceptively claimed that
financing jewelry purchases through Har-
ris would raise service members’ credit
scores, misrepresented that its protection
plans were not optional or were required,
and added the plans to purchases without
consumers’ consent. The company also al-

legedly violated numerous financial con-
sumer protection laws, including the Mili-
tary Lending Act.

Under a stipulated order with the FTC
and the multistate group, Harris was or-
dered to stop collecting millions of dollars
in debt, provide refunds for purchased pro-
tection plans, which could total approxi-
mately $10.9 million, issue refunds for
overpayments, and assist with the deletion
of any negative credit entries pertaining to
debt in consumers’ credit reporting files.
Harris is also required to complete its shut-
down of operations and to dissolve pur-
suant to applicable state laws, once it meets
the obligations of the stipulated order.

The court’s recent action, in response to

a request from the FTC and the multistate
group, is aimed at allowing consumers fair
and sufficient time to file claims for re-
funds, in response to the 2022 settlement.

The Federal Trade Commission works to
promote competition and protect and ed-
ucate consumers.  The FTC will never de-
mand money, make threats, tell you to
transfer money, or promise you a prize.
Learn more about consumer topics at con-
sumer.ftc.gov, or report fraud, scams, and
bad business practices at
ReportFraud.ftc.gov. Follow the FTC on so-
cial media, read consumer alerts and the
business blog, and sign up at
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/stay-con-
nected to get the latest FTC news and alerts.
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Adoptable pets model holiday fashion 

Porch Kittens 
vs. Snack Pack Litter

Vote for 

your favorite!

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth LampWho wore it best? 
Ritz Bits, LEFT, a member of the Snack Pack Litter, and Squirrel, ABOVE, a
member of the Porch Kittens Litter, don holiday cat pajamas in the first
matchup of the season. Both kittens are about 6 months old and have already
been neutered/spayed, vaccinated and microchipped.

Vote for who wore it best at https://www.facebook.com/FortLeaven-
worthStrayFacility/ or on Instagram, FortLeavenworthStrays, https://www.in-
stagram.com/fortleavenworthstrays/?igsh=MTA2ajdzdzV4a2Rhag%3D%3D.

A new matchup will be featured each week in December, with results revealed
in January.

Visit www.FLSF.petfinder. com for pet profiles, e-mail fortleavenworthstrayfa-
cility@gmail.com for an adoption application, and call 913-684-4939 for more
information. 

The Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, at 510 Organ Ave., is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and by appointment for pre-approved
adopters. Call 913-684-4939 to schedule an appointment. Military affiliation is
not required to adopt from the Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility.

Volunteers are needed to help cover pet care shifts, walk dogs, clean kennels
and more. Foster homes for adoptable pets are also needed. To apply to volun-
teer with the Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, enter ZIP code 66027, then search
for “stray animal facility” at https:// vmis.armyfamilywebportal.com/.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Who wore it best? 
Possum, LEFT, a member of the Porch Kittens Litter and Pretzel,
ABOVE, a member of the Snack Pack Litter, slip into Santa suits
for their holiday matchup. Both kittens are about 6 months old
and have already been spayed, vaccinated and microchipped.

Vote for who wore it best at https://www.facebook.com/
FortLeavenworthStrayFacility/ or on Instagram, FortLeaven-
worthStrays, https://www.instagram.com/ fortleavenworth-
strays/?igsh=MTA2ajdzdzV4a2Rhag%3D%3D.

Visit www.FLSF.petfinder. com for pet profiles, e-mail fortleaven-
worthstrayfacility@gmail.com for an adoption application, and call
913-684-4939 for more information. 

The Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, at 510 Organ Ave., is open 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and by appointment
for pre-approved adopters. Call 913-684-4939 to schedule an ap-
pointment. Military affiliation is not required to adopt from the
Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility.

Ritz Bits

Squirrel

Possum
Pretzel

DecemberDueling

Who Wore It Best? 
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Virtual interviews will be held 
through December 6, 2024

Your input really matters, and we appreciate you taking the 
time to be part of this Community Involvement Plan. 
To participate, please contact Carla Avery at 

cavery@contifederal.com or 848-327-4448, who is providing 
environmental contract support to the Army.

Fort Leavenworth's environmental restoration team is 
working to improve our programs and your input is key. 

By sharing your thoughts and concerns in interviews, you'll 
help us create a community involvement plan that benefits 
everyone - both on post and across the surrounding areas. 

We want to hear 
from you!

Interviewee responses will be compiled and any  
information used will be anonymous.
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The Fort Leavenworth Spouses’ Club  Wreath and Tree
Auction and December Social Dec. 11 is open to non-
members. RSVP at https://formjotform.com/
243035859110149.

Fort Leavenworth  
Dental Clinic Command  
 

    American Red Cross 
  Jason.Ramlow@redcross.org 
   Phone: (816) 536-0108 
 

classroom and hands-on basic educaƟon and 
  - clinical skills. The program is 
designed to provide          
the skills necessary to 
volunteers to become   
  employed at any Dental 
Treatment facility (DTF).   

P 

 
 
 

 
Dental Assistant 
Training Program 

INTERESTED IN THE DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINING PROGRAM?  
  

 
  The Dental Assistant Program is a combinaƟon of 
  classroom and hands-on basic educaƟon and  
  clinical skills. The program is designed to provide 
  the skills necessary for volunteers to become  
  employed at a Dental Treatment facility (DTF). 
  Please note, employment is not guaranteed. 
 
  This is a valuable training opportunity where 
dental trainees MUST commit to a six (6) month    
period required for compleƟon. First 2 weeks in 
lectures then rest of the 22 weeks in clinic hands-
on experience. 
 
  Training day is from 0720-1600 Monday – Friday 
 
  
 

❖Must have valid DoD sponsored ID card  
    ReƟree or family member of acƟve/guard/reserve     
reƟred with regular post access privileges. 
❖Must be 18 years old or older prior to start  
    of program. 
❖High School Graduate or GED. 
❖Candidates must have or be willing to  
    complete BLS training and vaccinaƟon  
    requirements prior to start of  program.  
❖There is no cost for those accepted. 
 ❖Candidates will be chosen based on  
 applicaƟon, essay, and individual interviews. 
     
  

        
  

        
 

      

                    
    

 
 

         

❖ ApplicaƟons accepted, and interviews 
conducted now through 15 Dec 24 

❖ Training begins on 3 Feb 25 
❖ Contact American Red Cross today for 

an applicaƟon packet! 
 

       START HERE FOR A GREAT OPPORTUNITY 
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ARMY COMMUNITY SERVICE
�

EMP�O�MENT 
RE���NESS PRO�R�M 
offers career counseling, job 
search assistance, job referrals, 
and civilian & federal resume 
review. Call to schedule one-on-
one or register for classes. Follow 
us on FB �Fort �eavenwort� 
E�P for �ob announcements. 

�RM� EMER�ENC� 
RE��EF ����� provides 
emer�ency assistance to active 
duty service members, their 
families, and retired service 
members.   
�or emer�ency financial 
assistance during normal dut� 
�ours, call t�e �CS main line, 
and after hours, wee�end or 
holiday, call the �merican �ed 
�ross �all �enter at 1-877-272- 
7337.
Command & Troop training is 
also available upon re�uest. 

F�N�NC��� RE���NESS 
PRO�R�M offers one-on-one
appointments and classes by 
re�uest on topics such as ��P, 
����Continuation Pa�, financial 
counselin� and budgeting for 
major life events �retirement, 
marria�e, divorce, new child, 
illness � more�.

RELOCATION READINESS 
PROGRAM

�n�Processing Brief 
�uesda�s, 9:00�10:00am 
�esilienc� Center, �oom 1�7

OCON�S �evy Brief 
�uesda�s, 10:00�11:00am 
�esilienc� Center, �oom 1�7

�earts �part Bowling
for Families of �eploye� 
Service Mem�ers 
Dec. 7, 12:00�2:00pm 
Strike Zone Bowling Center
*Registration Required

Multi-Cultural Families Friday 
Fun Day- White Elephant 
Holiday Celebration
Dec. 13, 9:30-11:00am 
Resiliency Center, Room 106
*Registration Required

�en�ing Closet
�re you �n�Out-Processin� and 
need essentials�  ��� has 
short-term basic items to help 
you �et by. 

• kitchenware
• cookware
• small appliances

EXCEPTIONAL FAMILY 
MEMBER PROGRAM 

�EFMP� 
*Registration Required for

EFMP events

EFMP Recreational Bowling for 
EFMP Families
Dec. 7, 12:00�2:00pm 
Strike Zone Bowling Center 
EFMP Sensory Story Time     
Dec. 17, 9:30�10:30am 
C��� �ibrar�

SURVIVOR OUTREACH 
SERVICES provides long-term 
support to surviving Families of 
fallen Soldiers.  

SOS Tree Trimming Social 
Dec. 10, 11:30am, Grant Hall, 
BLDG 52, 1 Sherman Drive
Dec. 14, 1-3pm, Resiliency 
Center, Center of Valor & 
Remembrance

Resiliency Center, 600 Thomas Ave, Building 198  ***ACS is closed for lunch from 1130-12:30pm daily**

ARMY VOLUNTEER CORPS 
(AVC) To register for a volunteer 
account or find volunteer 
opportunities visit: https://
vmis.armyfamilywebportal.com

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2024     FORT LEAVENWORTH LAMPB6



FORT LEAVENWORTH LAMP THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2024 B7



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2024     FORT LEAVENWORTH LAMPB8



FORT LEAVENWORTH LAMP THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2024 B9



July 2024 January 2025
S M T W Th F S Holiday/No School Parent/Teacher Confs. S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 Half Day School/No Preschool Early Dismissal/Release 1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 July 23 Patton New Parent Meeting - 5:00 PM 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

28 29 30 31 July 24 Elem. & Patton Enrollment A-L 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM 26 27 28 29 30 31

August 2024
July 25 Elem. & Patton Enrollment M-Z  8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

February 2025Aug 8 Elementary New Parent Meeting - 3:00 PM 

S M T W Th F S Aug 12 Patton Parent Know Your School - 9:30 AM- 12:00 PM S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 Aug 12 Elementary Parent Know Your School - 1:00 PM - 3:30 PM 1

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Aug 13 First Day of School 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Aug 13-22 Kindergarten Half Days 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Aug 23 Parent/Teacher Conferences - 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM - No School 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Aug 26 Kindergarten Full Day Schedule Starts 23 24 25 26 27 28

September 2024
Aug 30 Staff PD Day - No School 

March 2025Sept 2 Labor Day - No School/No Staff 

S M T W Th F S Oct 11 Half Day PD/Half Day Grading - No School S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Oct 14 Columbus Day - No School/No Staff 1

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Oct 17 Parent/Teacher Conferences - 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM - No School 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Oct 18 Parent/Teacher Conferences - 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM - No School 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

22 23 24 2 26 27 28 Nov 11 Veterans Day - No School/No Staff 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

29 30 Nov 27-29 Thanksgiving Break - No School/No Staff 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

October 2024
Dec 19 Half Day of School/Half Day Grading - No Preschool 30 31

Dec 20 - Jan 3 Winter Break - No School

April 2025S M T W Th F S Jan 6 Staff PD Day - No School

1 2 3 4 5 Jan 7 First Day Back for Students S M T W Th F S

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Jan 20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School/No Staff 1 2 3 4 5

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Jan 31 Parent/Teacher Conf - 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM - No School 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Feb 17 Presidents' Day - No School/No Staff 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

27 28 29 30 31 Mar 14 Half Day PD/Half Day Grading - No School 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

November 2024
Mar 17-21 Spring Break - No School/No Staff 27 28 29 30

April 18 No School/No Staff 

May 2025S M T W Th F S May 15 PJH 9th Grade Graduation 

1 2 May 16 Half Day PD/Half Day Grading - No School S M T W Th F S

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 May 23 Last Day for Students - 1/2 Day of School - No Preschool 1 2 3

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

December 2024
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

S M T W Th F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Fort Leavenworth USD 207 Board Approved: 2/26/2024
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MUNSON NOTES

Visit
https://www.
facebook.

com/munson-
health/ for
updates and
information.

� Munson Army Health Center is look-
ing for volunteers to join the PATIENT
AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIP COUN-
CIL. Volunteers can be active-duty, active-
duty family members, retirees or retiree
family members. The PFPC meets quarterly.
If interested, call 913-684-6211/6127. 

� Munson Army Health Center Phar-
macy offers patients a variety of OVER-
THE-COUNTER MEDICATIONS AT NO
COST to service members, retirees and
familiy members. These items are available
without a prescription or medical appoint-
ment. These self-care items are comparable
to those available for purchase from retail
stores and include pain relievers, cough
medicine, allergy medication, antibiotic
ointment, lice treatment and much more.
Visit https://munson.tricare.mil/Health-
Services/Pharmacy and scroll down to the
Over-the-Counter Medication Program for
details.

� Service members, retirees, family
members and Department of Defense fed-
eral employees on Fort Leavenworth are EL-
IGIBLE TO USE THE ARMED FORCES
WELLNESS CENTER FOR FREE. This in-
cludes physical fitness testing, body com-
position analysis, stress management,
improving sleep habits and individual
health coaching. You set the goals; the
AFWC staff puts you on the path to achiev-
ing them. Programs are individualized to
address your current needs, motivation and
confidence level. Visit the Fort Leavenworth
AFWC in Eisenhower Hall or call 913-758-
3403 to schedule an appointment. The
health educators are also available to go mo-
bile, taking their class to units or organiza-
tions on post and family readiness groups.
To learn more about AFWC services visit
https://dvidshub .net/r/8wttlf.

� Call 913-684-6250 to schedule a
WELL-WOMAN EXAM at Munson Army
Health Center.

What is TRICARE?

TRICARE is the uni-
formed services health
care program for active-
duty service members
(ADSMs), active-duty
family members
(ADFMs), National Guard
and Reserve members
and their family mem-
bers, retirees and retiree
family members, sur-
vivors, and certain for-
mer spouses worldwide.
You may be able to get
care from a military hos-
pital or clinic, a civilian
network of providers off
your post or base, or TRI-
CARE-authorized non-
network providers.
Learn more at
https://www.tricare.mil
/Plans.
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Read all about it — online!

Scan the QR code with your
phone to go directly to 

HTTPS://HOME.ARMY.MIL/
LEAVENWORTH/ABOUT/NEWS
to read/print/download the

Fort Leavenworth Lamp.
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• News
• Community
Features

• Pet of the
Week

• Upcoming
Events 

• and more!

BONUS!
Printable

“old school”
newspaper layouts 
included with every
story and photo

package!
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The Fort Leavenworth Lamp, an FMWR activity, needs sponsors/advertisers
to exist! Please support your local newspaper! Thank you!
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ftlvlampeditor
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