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� PET OWNERS PREPARING
for OCONUS PCS MOVES should
book their pet health certificate
screening appointments now. Call
913-684-6510 to schedule. See re-
lated article on page A3.

� A temporary leak REPAIR
HAS BEEN MADE TO SMITH
LAKE before the replacement of the
outlet structure and culvert can be
accomplished. Do not walk on the
exposed bottom and sides of the
lake. A previous attempt to walk
across the lake resulted in an emer-
gency rescue when the person be-
came stuck in the mud.

� The ARMY EMERGENCY RE-
LIEF CAMPAIGN is underway. AER
is the Army’s official non-profit. Fort
Leavenworth has its own AER dona-
tion page that accepts allotments,
credit/debit cards, Apple Pay, Google
Pay and PayPal. To donate, visit
https://give.armyemergencyrelief.org
/site/TR/Events/General?company_i
d=1061&pg=company&fr_id=1060.

� PREVENTION IN THE
PARK, with family activities for chil-
dren up to 10 years old, is 1-3 p.m.
April 17 at the EFMP Park behind
the Post Theater. Call 520-692-
6378/6303 to register or for more in-
formation.

� The deadline for submissions
in the Friends of the Frontier Army
Museum student ESSAY CONTEST

is April 30. Visit https://www.ffam.
us/essay-contest or e-mail presi-
dent@ffam.us for more information.

� The Youth Sports and Fitness
PITCH, HIT and RUN COMPETI-
TION starts at 5 p.m. April 17 at
Doniphan Field. Call 913-684-
7525/7526 to register or for more in-
formation.

� The DANDELION DASH and
FAMILY FIELD DAY starts at 10
a.m. April 18, with registration from
9-9:45 a.m., at Normandy Field/USD
207 track and field. Call 913-684-
7525/7526 for more information.

� The VOLUNTEER RECOG-
NITION CEREMONY is at noon
April 23 at the Frontier Conference
Center. Call 913-684-2800 for more
information.

� The POSTWIDE YARD SALE
is 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 25 in housing
areas across the installation and in
the Old Bell Hall parking lot.

� The FORT LEAVENWORTH
CAREER SUMMIT for transitioning
service members, veterans, military
spouses and caregivers is May 14 at
the Frontier Conference Center, with
job-seeker workshops from 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. and a hiring fair from
1:30-4 p.m. To register or for more
information, visit hiringourheroes.
org/Leavenworth.

by Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and Security

Ten officers, one chief warrant officer and seven
senior noncommissioned officers will be recog-
nized for their service to the nation during the post
retirement ceremony at 9 a.m. April 23 at the Fron-
tier Conference Center.

Retiring are: Lt. Col. Victor Carreras Mont,
Mission Command Training Program; Lt. Col.
Charles McMillian, MCTP; Lt. Col. Megan Jantos,
MCTP;  Lt. Col. William Viegas, The Training
Analysis Center; Lt. Col. David Vasquez, MCTP;
Lt. Col. Matthew Blumberg, MCTP; Lt. Col.
Nicholas Salimbene, Combined Arms Command;
Maj. Michael Opbroek, Mission Command Cen-
ter of Excellence; Maj. Jacob House, MCTP; Maj.
David Edwards, Command and General Staff Col-
lege; Chief Warrant Officer 3 William Loftin,
MCTP; Master Sgt. Patrick Sayles, 9th Battalion,
U.S. Army Reserve Careers Group; Master Sgt.
Jacob Kelly, MCCoE; Sgt. 1st Class Christopher
Groves, CAC; Sgt. 1st Class Charles White Sr.,
Munson Army Health Center; Sgt. 1st Class Neil
Giardina, U.S. Disciplinary Barracks Battalion
(Corrections); Staff Sgt. Bryan Damasco, MCTP;
and Staff Sgt. Michael Fillingham, CAC.

Retirees to
be honored

AT A GLANCE

Norwegian, Liberian officers
inducted into CGSC’s IHOF

SAMS students enhance futures
thinking, operational, tactical

skills alongside wargame coach
by Jessica Brushwood/Command and General
Staff College Public Affairs Office

Throughout their program, School of
Advanced Military Studies students are
challenged to become creative and critical
thinkers, prepared
for a demanding fu-
ture operating envi-
ronment shaped by
evolving technology
and national secu-
rity threats.

The final aca-
demic course, Fu-
ture Operational
Environment, uses
cutting-edge lessons
and practicums to
ensure graduates
are future-literate
so they can confi-
dently analyze fu-
ture military
scenarios and ad-
dress emerging
challenges.

From March 30
and April 2, SAMS
students reinforced these skills using a
wargaming methodology developed by vis-
iting wargaming coach Stephen Box, who is
a British educator, strategist, social media
influencer and owner of a coaching acad-
emy.

“I cannot imagine a time in recent his-
tory where the skills associated with future

thinking are more needed than now,” said
Matt Yandura, SAMS assistant professor
and course author.

Box’s IDEA framework for decision-
making, developed over years of tabletop
wargaming and coaching, closely mirrors

military decision-
making.

“The long-term
benefit of this visit
is that our students
and faculty now
have access to an
additional frame-
work that has been
tested as part of an
e x p l o r a t o r y
practicum to en-
able more lethal
military forma-
tions,” Yandura
said.

The IDEA
framework in-
volves gathering
the right informa-
tion under time
constraints (I),
translating infor-

mation into decisive action while identify-
ing priorities and trade-offs (D), execution
that involves resource allocation, compo-
sure, managing variance (E); and assessing
how things went with the option to pivot
(A).

SEE WARGAME COACH AT SAMS| A7

Photo by Jim Shea/Command and General Staff College
Public Affairs Office

British educator and wargame coach
Stephen Box instructs School of Ad-
vanced Military Studies students on his
wargame methodology, the IDEA frame-
work, March 31 at Flint Hall.

by Sarah Hauck/Command and General
Staff College Public Affairs Officer

More than 300 international offi-
cers have been included in the U.S.
Army Command and General Staff
College’s International Hall of Fame,

and two more were inducted during a
ceremony April 9 at the Lewis and
Clark Center.

The inductees were Lt. Gen. Ingrid
Gjerde, Chief of Defence Staff, Vice
Chief of Defence, Norwegian Armed
Forces, Command and General Staff
Officer Course Class of 2006; and
Minister Geraldine George, Minister
of Defense of Liberia, CGSOC Class of

2013.
In addition to both being the sixth

inductee from their respective nations,
Gjerde and George shared the impor-
tance of their CGSC education being a
representation of the importance of
partner and ally relations.

SEE INTERNATIONAL HALL OF FAME| A6

Strength through partnership
central theme of ceremony

Photo by Jim Shea/Command and General Staff College Public Affairs Office

Command and General Staff College International Hall of Fame inductees Lt. Gen. Ingrid Gjerde, Chief of De-
fence Staff, Vice Chief of Defence, Norwegian Armed Forces; and Minister Geraldine George, Minister of De-
fense of Liberia, stand at attention with ceremony host Lt. Gen. Jim Isenhower, Combined Arms Command and
Fort Leavenworth commanding general, and retired Maj. Gen. Christopher Hughes, chairman of the CGSC
Foundation during the induction IHOF ceremony April 9 at the Lewis and Clark Center.
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Ask the PAO: Commissary edition
by Scott Gibson/Fort Leaven-
worth Garrison Public Affairs
Officer

On today’s edition of
“Let’s ask the Garrison
PAO,” I’ll be looking into
some of the questions and
dispelling myths
regarding recent
changes at the
Commissary.

Question 1: 
“I heard the

Defense Commis-
sary Agency (DeCA) was
considering privatizing the
Commissary through con-
tract to a major grocery
chain. Is that true?”

Answer 1:  The answer to
this is yes… and no.    

House Resolution (3838)
did indeed consider priva-
tizing DeCA and AAFES.
This consideration was
aimed at “streamlining pro-
curement for effective exe-
cution and delivery.” Also,
the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2026 called for a study
on the “Privatization of
Military Retail Programs.” 

Here is the “no” part. A
letter of response from the
Deputy Under Secretary of
War for Personnel and
Readiness sent on April 3 to
the Chairman of the Armed
Services Committee ex-
plained that privatization of
retail programs would “cre-
ate an unacceptable risk to
the readiness and well-
being of service members
and their families.”

The letter included eight
reasons why privatization
was not the best option, but
the primary challenge was
the fundamental distinction
between a private-sector,
profit-driven model and the

foundational mission of the
military resale mission. The
determination was that the
current model is the most
effective and reliable means
of ensuring the best quality
of life for authorized users.

Question 2: 
“Why is the Commis-

sary charging for single-
use bags?”

Answer 2: On April 6,
the Commissary began
charging 5 cents for each
plastic bag and 10 cents for
each paper bag used. 

According to recently re-
leased DeCA frequently
asked questions, this change
allows commissaries to con-
tinue offering eligible pa-
trons significant savings
while strengthening their
fiscal stewardship. 

Single-use bags will con-
tinue to be available for a
charge for the foreseeable
future. This includes
CLICK2GO orders, which
will include the charge for
bags on each receipt. The
cost for bags is also added
on at the self-checkout
lanes. Patrons will be asked
how many bags they used,
and it will be added to their
order. This is on the honor
system for how many bags
are used. Bringing your own
reusable bags is the best way
to avoid purchasing single-
use bags, so the recommen-
dation is to keep some in
your car. You can also pur-
chase reusable bags at the
Commissary.

Question 3: 
“Why does the Com-

missary charge for bags
when AAFES doesn’t?”

Answer 3: Commissaries
are funded in part by ap-
propriated funds, which are

taxpayer dol-
lars specifically
earmarked for
certain pur-
poses. Unlike
the military ex-
changes that

operate as self-sustaining
entities with separate rev-
enue streams, the Commis-
sary must allocate
appropriated funds strictly
for their intended purposes
like subsidizing food costs
for service members and
their families.

Question 4: 
“If I have to pay for

bags, what is my surcharge
for?”

Answer 4: The Commis-
sary does not use surcharges
to make a profit. The sur-
charge goes toward facility
upkeep and renovations
when necessary. It also helps
pay for maintenance and re-
pairs on everything from
the computerized scanning
systems to shopping cart
upkeep.

Side note from the PAO: 
Please remember that

the Commissary employees
and baggers are not the ones
who implement changes.
Consider telling them when
they are doing a good job
rather than complaining to
them about things they have
no control over.

Got an idea for “Ask the
PAO?” Send it to usarmy.
leavenworth.id-t2.mbx.pao-
inbox@army.mil.

Q & A
WITH THE PAO

by Amanda Bonseigneur/Lead SARC,
Fort Leavenworth

“Report” is emphasized in this
year’s Sexual Assault Awareness
and Prevention Month theme —
“Step Forward: Prevent. Report.
Advocate.”

But raising awareness in this
area can be tricky when many in-
dividuals across the force are
largely unaware of what can hap-
pen after a report is made. 

One common point of interest
is in the involvement of the Office
of Special Trial Counsel, or OSTC,
an acronym usually verbalized as
“oh-stick” — but what does that
mean?

Officially operational as of
Dec. 28, 2023, the Office of Special
Trial Counsel is responsible for

the expert and inde-
pendent prosecution of
certain criminal of-
fenses. 

Examples of these
covered offenses in-

clude cases of sexual assault, child
abuse, domestic violence and cer-
tain sexual harassment offenses
like stalking and wrongful distri-
bution of intimate images, just to
name a few. 

The primary intent behind
OSTC’s creation is to absorb pros-
ecuting decisions from com-
mands to an independent,
unbiased and expertly trained
staff.

So, what does OSTC involve-
ment look like from the perspec-
tive of a victim? 

The answer is the typical
lawyer response: “It depends.” 

In general, the initiation of
OSTC’s involvement in a case
looks something like this:

• A victim makes an unre-

stricted report of sexual assault or
a formal report of sexual harass-
ment and an investigation is con-
ducted.

• If the investigation identifies
one of the specifically covered of-
fenses (like those mentioned
above), the case is then sent to
OSTC for review. 

• OSTC will determine when
the case meets criteria for its au-
thority, and OSTC will prosecute
the case through court martial or
defer certain punitive actions to
command.

• OSTC’s staff of specialized

military lawyers and legal profes-
sionals work in close coordination
with criminal investigators,
SHARP representatives and com-
manders to ensure victims receive
support needed throughout their
cases. Special victim liaisons are
assigned at every OSTC office to
provide expert assistance for vic-
tims to navigate the military jus-
tice system, and this ensures open
communications and swift access
to local resources. 

Although still a relatively new
organization, after just their first
calendar year of operations, OSTC

prosecutors exercised authority of
more than 5,600 criminal cases
with 514 cases taken to court-
martials. Those are some impres-
sive numbers from just 28 field
offices across the globe.

To learn more, join the mock
trial demonstration, “From Alle-
gation to Prosecution,” at 9 a.m.
and 1 p.m. May 21 in DePuy Au-
ditorium in Eisenhower Hall.

For more information on the
Office of Special Trial Counsel,
visit https://www.army.mil/ostc
and https://www.army.mil/arti-
cle/289900.

SARC explains what happens after reporting

TEAL TUESDAY 
MESSAGE

Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month theme is ‘Step
Forward: Prevent. Report. Advocate.’

Photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp
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MAHC offers child car seat safety
checks ahead of summer travel

by Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Cen-
ter Public Affairs Officer

As summer approaches and military
families prepare for PCS moves, road
trips and visits with loved ones, Munson
Army Health Center can help ensure
their youngest passengers are traveling
safely in the car by inspecting that their
car seats are properly installed and cor-
rectly fitted in vehicles.

Car seat safety checks are available by
appointment, giving families access to
trained professionals who can confirm
their child’s seat is installed and adjusted
correctly before hitting the road.

“Even the most attentive parents can
unknowingly install a car seat incor-
rectly,” said Jennifer Smith, MAHC
health care professional and certified
Child Passenger Safety Technician.
“These quick checks provide peace of
mind and help ensure children are as
safe as possible every time they ride.”

Why a car seat check matters
Car seat safety is not a one-time task.

As children grow and family needs
change, periodic checks are essential. 

Smith recommends scheduling a
check if:

•    Your child has outgrown his/her
current seat or transitioned to a new one

•    You’ve repositioned the car seat
within your vehicle or installed it in a
different vehicle

•    The seat has been reinstalled
after cleaning or traveling

•    You’re preparing for a long road
trip or seasonal travel

•    You’re unsure if your seat is in-
stalled correctly

According to safety experts, a signif-
icant number of car seats are installed
incorrectly, often due to loose installa-
tion, improper harness positioning or
incorrect seat angle.

What to expect during an in-
spection

A certified car seat inspector will
walk families through a comprehensive
check, which typically takes 15–20 min-
utes. 

During the appointment, they will:
•    Ensure the seat is properly se-

cured using the seat belt or LATCH
(lower anchors and tethers for children)
system

•    Check that the harness fits
snugly and is positioned correctly for
the child’s size

•    Confirm the seat is at the cor-
rect angle for safety and comfort

•    Verify the seat is appropriate for
the child’s age, height and weight

•    Review manufacturer guidelines
and expiration dates

•    Provide hands-on education so
caregivers feel confident installing and
adjusting the seat on their own

“The goal is not only to correct any
issues, but also to empower families
with the knowledge to maintain proper
car seat safety over time,” Smith said.

Appointments are quick, convenient
and designed to fit into busy schedules.

To schedule a car seat safety check,
call 913-684-6604 or e-mail Smith at
jennifer.s.smith141.civ@health.mil.

Book pet health certificate screenings
now for OCONUS PCS moves

by Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

Service members with pets who are preparing for a per-
manent-change-of-station (PCS) move outside the conti-
nental United States (OCONUS) are encouraged to contact
the Fort Leavenworth Veterinary Treatment Facility now to
schedule pet health certificate appointments.

“With the Command and General Staff College gradu-
ation May 29, and the School of Advanced Military studies
graduation May 21, we anticipate increased demand for
health certificate screenings and will be adding a special
Saturday clinic May 30 to help meet demand,” said Capt.
Michelina Meinzer, officer in charge of the Fort Leaven-
worth Veterinary Treatment Facility. “We encourage serv-
ice members who plan to take a pet overseas, including
Hawaii and Alaska, to get their health certificate screening
appointment booked now, which will allow us to plan for
appropriate staffing in the clinic.”

A pet health certificate is a critical requirement for in-
ternational travel and is only valid for a limited time. The
on-post veterinary clinic issues health certificates within
10 days of travel, but that appointment is just one step in
the overall process.

“Many destinations have strict entry requirements for
pets, including specific vaccinations, tests and documen-
tation that must be completed well in advance,” Meinzer
said. “If those requirements aren’t met before the health
certificate appointment, it can delay travel plans.” 

Depending on the destination country, pets might need
updated rabies vaccinations, microchipping, parasite treat-
ments and/or specialized lab testing months ahead of de-
parture. Requirements vary widely by location, making
early coordination essential. 

“When service members call to schedule their (pet’s)
health certificate screening, our team will review those re-
quirements so service members can have them completed
before the health certificate appointment,” Meinzer said.

In addition to planning for medical requirements, serv-
ice members should be aware that appointment availabil-
ity for health certificates on post may be limited, especially

during peak PCS seasons. If on-post appointments fill up,
families might need to seek care from off-post veterinary
providers, which can result in unexpected out-of-pocket

expenses prior to PCS.
For more information or to schedule an appointment,

contact the Fort Leavenworth VTF at 913-684-6510.

Munson Army Health Center graphic

Pet owners PCSing outside the continental United States are encouraged to call the Fort Leavenworth Vet-
erinary Treatment Facility at 913-684-6510 to discuss requirements for taking pets overseas, to include
Hawaii and Alaska. There are different requirements based on location, and in some cases, it is necessary to
begin the process to obtain a health certificate for a pet months in advance.

U.S. Air Force photo by Greg L. Davis
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Families sample offerings at
PAIR Day/Kids’ Fest

ABOVE: SKIES Unlimited gymnastics instructor
Sianna Taylor and Julia Grisamore assist 3-year-old
Valen Grisamore over an obstacle during Kids’ Fest
April 11 at Harney Sports Complex. Several SKIES ac-
tivities, such as the theater program Curtain Call and
classes like self-defense, gymnastics and dance, were
demonstrated by instructors and participants during
Kids’ Fest. The annual Month of the Military Child
event was conducted in conjunction with Post Activ-
ities, Information and Registration (PAIR) Day, with
area organizations and businesses filling the gym,
annex and outdoor tents filled with informational
booths.

BELOW: Maj. Tyler Sweet, right, School of Advanced
Military Studies student, is followed by Rachel Sweet,
4-year-old Wesley and 3-year-old Mack as the family
peruses PAIR Day informational booths on their way
to Kids’ Fest activities in the adjacent gym April 11 at
Harney Sports Complex.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

Twelve-year-old Sophie Adams, center, followed by 9-year-old Shiloh Adams, 10-year-old Selah Merritt, 13-
year-old Henry Seibert, 16-year-old Kylie Bell, 18-year-old Adam Bell and Curtain Call Director Amy Bell dance
in a circle to “Can’t Stop the Feeling” during Kids’ Fest April 11 at Harney Sports Complex. The impromptu
dancers are part of the cast and crew for the SKIES Unlimited Curtain Call “Newsies Jr.” musical production,
which will be performed for free for the community at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. May 9 at the Post Theater.

ABOVE: Nine-year-old Charlotte Cronin and 5-year-old Stella
Cronin build sailboats at the Home Depot Kids’ Workshop booth
April 11 at Kids’ Fest in Harney Sports Complex. Children could
also choose from racecar, toolbox and plant stand kits to build.

RIGHT: Six-year-old Cameron Le plays miniature golf with en-
couragement from Main Child Development Center employee
David Gossett during Kids’ Fest April 11 at Harney Sports Com-
plex.

Photos by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp
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SHARP Amazing Race

Submitted photos/Mission Command Training Program

A team works on a tangram puzzle, ABOVE, at an activity station
and another team, RIGHT, begins navigating to the first activity
station from the starting/finishing point at Main Parade during
the Amazing Race-SHARP edition competition April 8. 
Mission Command Training Program and the Combined Arms
Command/Fort Leavenworth Sexual Harassment/Assault Re-
sponse and Prevention (SHARP) Program hosted the bi-annual
Amazing Race-SHARP edition competition. The event served as
a combined physical fitness, team-building and SHARP-informa-
tion knowledge check.
Four-person teams navigated to five stations around post where
they discussed vignettes and answered questions (mystery, sex-
ual assault, sexual harassment, retaliation, prevention and by-
stander intervention), completed activities as a team (200
push-ups, two-minute plank, kettlebell relay, 200 four-count
mountain climbers and 100 burpees), and tackled challenges
(bucket drop, blanket tipping, Weeble wobble, hula-hoop and tan-
gram puzzle) at each station before returning to Main Parade.
The activities ensured that all five modules of the U.S. Army
SHARP Training Support Package were covered, fulfilling the re-
quired training. The sessions were supported by SHARP subject-
matter experts and attended by key leaders from MCTP.

KC Chiefs personnel visit Fort Leavenworth
Chris Oldenburg, business development account ex-
ecutive for the Kansas City Chiefs, gets a feel for
using the “jaws of life” with Fort Leavenworth Fire and
Emergency Services Capt. Matthew Liechti during a
visit to Fort Leavenworth by Kansas City Chiefs rep-
resentatives April 8.

During the visit, the Fort Leavenworth Fire Depart-
ment provided hands-on firefighting simulations at
Fire Station No. 2, and the 67th Military Police De-
tachment (Military Working Dog), Special Troops Bat-
talion, showcased military working dog capabilities,
with live demonstrations of narcotics and explosives
detection.

These engagements highlight the professionalism,
readiness and transparency of Fort Leavenworth’s
soldier and civilian workforce while reinforcing the in-
stallation’s commitment to being a trusted partner
and good neighbor in the region.

Photo by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office
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International Hall of Fame (continued from Page A1)

Lt. Gen. Ingrid Gjerde
Returning to Fort Leavenworth 20 years

after graduating from CGSOC and School
of Advanced Military Studies, Gjerde re-
flected on how her time here shaped her ca-
reer and personal character.

“I’m very sure I’ve benefited greatly
from what I experienced here in Kansas. It
has probably made me a stronger and more
professional leader,” Gjerde said.

She described her time here in a short
list of memories to include academics, but
not in the traditional sense of curriculum.

During her time as a student, retired
U.S. Army Gen. David Petraeus became
commandant of CGSC, following a com-
mand assignment in Iraq.

She noted the commandant’s speed and
intention in shifting the
curriculum to current
events.

“What I’ve brought
with me from that expe-
rience is the importance
of making changes and
learning from what you
are doing,” Gjerde said.
“I’ve thought about that
many times as a com-
mander myself — that
you have to take action
and change rapidly when
required.”

Gjerde described the
strength she acquired
across professional and
personal spectrums dur-
ing her time as a CGSC
student, and cited the
Norwegian Armed
Forces motto — “For all
you have and all you are”
— to underscore the im-
portance of core values.

“We learn about security politics, we
learn about warfighting, but I think one of
the most important things for us profes-
sional officers is also to question what we
are fighting for,” Gjerde said. “As a young
officer, I was very much focused on fight-
ing for what we have — the Norwegian ter-
ritory, our physical values, our fisheries, our
oil income, all our physical things. After all
these years working with or in war and con-
flict, it’s obvious to me that the last part of
our motto is the most important one. We
have to fight for who we are — our core
values, our democracy, our freedoms, our
dignity, the society we want our children
and grandchildren to grow up in.”

Gjerde achieved her current position as
the second-highest ranking officer of the
Norwegian Armed Forces in 2023.

The same character and leadership at-
tributes highlighted by Gjerde were also
used to describe the reason behind George’s
desire to serve.

Minister Geraldine George
Following a 14-year civil war in Liberia,

George was among the first group of sol-
diers in 2006 to serve in the restructured
Armed Forces of Liberia.

She achieved her current position in
April 2024.

“Minister George is a valuable and im-
portant partner in West Africa,” said Lt.
Gen. Jim Isenhower, commanding general,
U.S. Army Combined Arms Command and
Fort Leavenworth. “Her vision for the con-
tinued professionalization of the Armed
Forces of Liberia is merely one example of
her leadership and her commitment, her
efforts to build her military’s capacity, pri-
oritize the welfare of AFL personnel and
families, and improve civil military rela-

tions underscore
her remarkable
dedication to her
military and her
country.”

G r a d u a t i n g
seven years follow-
ing Gjerde, George
said, like her fellow
inductee, that the
most impactful les-
sons from her time
at Fort Leaven-
worth expanded
beyond academic.

“To be inducted
into the Command
and General Staff
College Hall of
Fame is not merely
a personal honor,”
George said. “It is a
recognition of the
enduring partner-
ship between our
nations and a testa-

ment of the shared value of duty, leadership
and service.”

The induction, according to George, is
more than a recognition of her career. She
said it serves as a call to action for all cur-
rent and future in-
ductees.

“This award is a
challenge to con-
tinue striving for
excellence, to lead
with integrity and
to uphold the
highest ideal of the
profession of
arms,” she said.

Isenhower said
IHOF inductees
represent the pin-
nacle of personal and professional achieve-
ment as senior military and government
leaders.

“I’m glad our current students can bear
witness to our recognition of these distin-

guished graduates,” Isenhower said. “This is
a significant day as the induction ceremony

represents the ful-
fillment of the po-
tential that resides
within every stu-
dent in our military
education system
— and a reflection
of investment
made by our part-
ners and allies, as
well as our own
Army, in the pro-
fessional military
education of these

officers and all our officers.”
To watch the ceremony, visit

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3CE
EFHwSp4&t=1601s.

To read the inductees biographies, visit
https://www.army.mil/article/291735.

About the IHOF
In 1973, CGSC, the Kansas City Chapter

of the Military Order of the World Wars
and the Alumni Association — now known
as the CGSC Foundation — jointly estab-
lished the International Hall of Fame.

The hall of fame’s purpose is to provide
a prestigious and visible means of recogni-
tion for international graduates who,
through military merit, attained qualifying
positions of importance in their country’s
armed forces, or who have held an equiva-
lent position by rank or responsibility in a
recognized multinational military organi-
zation.

To date, CGSC has inducted 310 inter-
national graduates from 83 different na-
tions into the IHOF.

— Lt. Gen. Ingrid Gjerde
IHOF inductee

“After all these years 
working with or in 

war and conflict, 
it’s obvious to me that the last
part of our motto is the most

important one. 
We have to fight for

who we are — 
our core values, 
our democracy, 
our freedoms, 

our dignity, 
the society

we want our children and
grandchildren to grow up in.”

— Minister Geraldine George
IHOF inductee

“This award is a challenge to

continue striving for excellence,
to lead with integrity and to
uphold the highest ideal of the
profession of arms.”

Photo by Jim Shea/Command and General Staff College Public Affairs Office

Minister Geraldine George, Minister of Defense of Liberia, speaks during her In-
ternational Hall of Fame induction ceremony April 9 in the Lewis and Clark Cen-
ter. George, a graduate of the Command and General Staff Officer Course Class
of 2013, is the 310th inductee and sixth from Liberia.

Photo by Jim Shea/Command and General Staff College Public Affairs Office

Lt. Gen. Ingrid Gjerde, Chief of Defence Staff, Vice Chief of Defence, Norwegian Armed Forces, speaks during her International Hall of Fame induction ceremony April
9 in the Lewis and Clark Center. Gjerde, a graduate of the Command and General Staff Officer Course Class of 2006, is the 309th IHOF inductee and the sixth from
Norway.
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Wargame coach at SAMS (continued from Page A1)

After receiving instruction
from Box, the group explored the
utility of the futures-based con-
cept planning method alongside
Army tools like Army design
methodology, the rapid decision-
making process, joint planning
and execution frameworks, and
the principles of war.

Box stated his goal was to help
students have fun while being cre-
ative and gaining a tool to make
faster decisions.

“To encourage failure in a safe
environment should be encour-
aged because fear of failure can
hold you back from making deci-
sions, but understanding that fail-
ure isn’t always a bad thing,” Box
said.

Learning opportunities like
this introduce new concepts,
methods and frameworks to keep
the curriculum relevant.

“I saw students take away new
ways to think about problems
under extreme time constraints,
assess tradeoffs between actions
and outcomes, and thus make de-
cisions that were more rapid, yet
still well-informed,” said Eric
Price, SAMS associate professor.
“Mr. Box talked about maintain-
ing composure — something
hard to do when you are stressed
and facing the unfamiliar — and
the students demonstrated greater
ability to do so using his meth-
ods.”

Maj. Carlo Vician, a U.S. Air
Force intelligence officer, said the
experience of learning and play-
ing the wargame exceeded his ex-
pectations, citing the fun he had
while learning methods to add to
his tactical and operational plan-
ning.

“I was very surprised at the
speed in which Stephen goes
through his IDEA methodology
and the breadth of information he
rapidly ingests and acts on,” Vi-
cian said. “My biggest takeaway
will be purposefully incorporating
Stephen's focus on ‘resource-trade
analysis.”

The resource trade analysis in-
cludes determining consequences
to an action and what the trade-
offs are, such as time and space or
resources for resources.

As a proponent of sportsman-
ship and fair play, Box said he was
inspired by his experience with
the students. In addition to the
pace at which they learned, he
noted their interactions with each
other and their collective empa-
thetic, humble and supportive
characters.

“I learned different techniques
and how to see things. I have also
learned how having a high peer

group accelerates everybody —
how they all push each other day
in and day out to be the absolute
very best; how they listen to each
other’s opinions and don’t put
each other down because they are
all learning from each other all the
time,” Box said.

He said that he also found it
“amazing that even the skeptics
seemed to enjoy the experience
and changed their opinion,” as
they began putting the method
into practice against a real-world
scenario.

“For them to come back and
say they recognized the merit in

the method meant everything,”
Box said.

Yandura also expressed opti-
mism of the long-term benefits
and the potential for future visits
with Box.

“The response from students
was overwhelmingly positive.
They were excited to see how
Box’s wargame planning frame-
work integrates, extends and en-
hances existing U.S. military
planning frameworks in novel
ways,” he said.

In addition to the wargaming
exercises, Box conducted a re-
siliency session with students that

included painting the game
pieces. He also spoke to the CGSC
Foundation, the non-profit that
funded his visit, sharing insight
with applicability to professionals
in various industries.

To read more about the SAMS’
purpose to educate skilled practi-
tioners of operational art and
multi-domain warfighters who
can lead, fight and win in any en-
vironment, visit https://small-
warsjournal.com/2026/01/23/the-
school-of-advanced-military-
studies/.

Photo by Jim Shea/Command and General Staff College Public Affairs Office

School of Advanced Military Studies students Maj. Mike Moffeit and Maj. Stewart McDougall explore a wargaming methodology
alongside its developer, Stephen Box, right, March 31 in Flint Hall. Developed over years of tabletop wargaming and coaching, Box’s
methodology closely mirrors military decision-making. 

Wargame coach describes SAMS visit
as pinnacle of his career

by Stephen Box/Vanguard Tactics Founder
Originally posted to
https://www.facebook.com/stephen.box.75/

The Pinnacle of My Career
It’s hard to put the last week into words.
Nine months of dedicated focus, planning,

preparation and deep thinking have come to a
close.

I was invited to be a guest lecturer at the School of
Advanced Military Studies, a place reserved for some
of the most capable, intelligent and hard-working mil-
itary officers.

To be trusted in that environment was a genuine
privilege.

Over the past nine months, I developed my own
methodology for strategy.

Something that could be taught.
Something that could be applied.
I delivered that methodology to faculty and stu-

dents, with 16 officers going through a deeper pro-
gram, using Warhammer as a vehicle and framework

to explore decision-making and planning.
From there, it was over to them to translate those

lessons.
I also had the opportunity to present to the board

of directors of the Command and General Staff Col-
lege Foundation, who supported and funded the entire
trip.

We wrapped up the week with a podcast, interviews
and a paint-and-take event for more than 70 people
and families at Fort Leavenworth.

It’s been an honor to play even a small part in the
education of SAMS students.

And there are a few people I need to thank.
• Matt Yandura for seeking me out and making this

happen.

• The SAMS faculty for the welcome and support
throughout.

• The students — outstanding individuals. Our
countries are in safe hands.

• The Command and General Staff College Foun-
dation for backing this opportunity.

And to the partners who made the community
events possible:

• The Army Painter for supplying everything for the
paint-and-take.

• Gators Games and Hobby store for the minia-
tures.

• Frontline Gaming for terrain and mats.
A week I won’t forget.
And one that’s raised the bar for what’s possible

going forward.
I have personally been on a journey and developed

from feeling like an imposter to being inspired to con-
tinue.

Thank you.

LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR
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Photos by Prudence Siebert/
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Adoptable
Pet of the

Week:   
Hunter

Hunter is a neutered male tabby avail-
able for adoption at the Fort Leaven-
worth Stray Facility. The fee to adopt a
cat is $100, which helps cover some of
the care received, including
spay/neuter, microchipping and vacci-
nations.

E-mail fortleavenworthstrayfacility
@gmail.com for an adoption applica-
tion or submit an adoption application
online at https://new.shelterluv.com/
matchme/adopt/FLSF/Cat. Military
affiliation is not required to adopt from
the Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility.

The Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, at
510 Organ Ave., is open noon to 3 p.m.

Tuesday and Thursday and by appoint-
ment. Call 913-335-0788 for an ap-
pointment or more information. Visit
https://www.petfinder.com/mem-
ber/us/ks/fort-leavenworth/fort-leav-
enworth-stray-facility-ks174/ for
adoptable pet profiles.

Volunteers are needed to help cover
pet care shifts, walk dogs, clean ken-
nels and more. Foster homes for adopt-
able pets are also needed.

To apply to volunteer with the Fort
Leavenworth Stray Facility, visit
https://vmis.armyfamilywebportal.
com/, enter ZIP code 66027, then
search for “stray animal facility.”
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Online: https://home.army.mil/leavenworth/about/news

Post NotesPost Notes
B1

SIGN UP TODAY 
Come join us RSVP to have Lunch Provided or Bring your own 
Lunch 

E-MAIL: usarmy.leavenworth.id-t2.mbx.hso@army.mil
IN THE SUBJECT LINE WRITE HOME BUYING SEMINAR 
2026

 OR 
CALL: (520)669-7233

HOME BUYING SEMINAR 2026
PCS, Retirement or Dream House 

WHEN: 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 
2026
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

WHERE: Army Housing 
Services Office 
731 McClellan  AVE 
CONFERENCE RM 128
Fort Leavenworth, KS 

The Combined Arms 
Command and Fort

Leavenworth Housing 
Services Office  

HOME BUYING MADE EASY!    
Inviting Military and  Department of Defense 
personnel and families to an Informational    
seminar presented by Industry experts... 

 Selecting A Realtor
 Pre-Qualifying for a  Mortgage
 VA Certificates &  the VA Loan Process
 Home-buying process
 Assess Needs & Wants
 Seller’s Disclosure
 Loan Guidelines, Description of Points
 Contracts and Legal Documents
 Insurance
 Home Inspections
 Appraisals

 Thinking about purchasing a home. 
Whether it’s here in the Fort Leavenworth area or at your next 
duty station, this seminar is for you. 

$10 Per Person W/Shoes * 2 Games   Or
$40 Per 4-Person Team W/Shoes * 2 Games

SHARP Bowling Tournament Entry Form
Please return form & payment to Strike Zone Bowling Center

Team Name:________________________________________
Team Captain: _____________________ Phone #: ______________________
Team Line-Up:
1. _________________________________________
2. __________________________________________
3. __________________________________________
4. __________________________________________

BRING YOUR OWN 
JEANS TO PAINT!

ENJOY A HOT DOG, 
CHIPS, AND A 

DRINK!

WHEN: APRIL 28TH 2026
FROM 1130-1300

at
SHARP RESOURCE CENTER

632 MCCLELLAN AVE, 
 BLDG 197
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MUNSON NOTES
 

� In the event a TORNADO WARNING is
issued on Fort Leavenworth, and the order is
given to take shelter, Munson Army Health
Center staff will evacuate patients and visitors
to the basement level for their safety. MAHC,
at 550 Pope Ave., as well as the Lewis and
Clark Center on Stimson Avenue and the Sin-
gle Soldier Quarters on Cody Road, are
opened to the public as STORM SHELTERS
during tornado watches. In the event a tor-
nado watch is activated after duty hours, Med-
ical Department Activity personnel will open
the health center for those needing shelter and
remain open until all watches or warnings are
lifted.

� Munson Army Health Center offers CAR
SEAT SAFETY CHECKS by appointment to
help give you peace of mind every time you hit
the road. Our trained staff will walk you
through proper installation, answer your ques-
tions and ensure your child is riding as safely
as possible. Appointments take just 15–20
minutes. Call 913-684-6604 to schedule.   

� The MUNSON ARMY HEALTH CEN-
TER PATIENT AND FAMILY PARTNER-
SHIP COUNCIL meets quarterly at MAHC.
The PFPC captures voices and insights of pa-
tients and families to improve the patient care
experience. The council is composed of volun-
teers who represent the interests of patients
who receive care from MAHC. Volunteers can
be active-duty, active-duty family member, re-
tirees or retiree family members. Call 913-684-
6211 or e-mail usarmy.leavenworth.
medcom-mahc.mbx.patient-advocate@
health.mil if interested in participating.

� After hours and on federal holidays, ben-
eficiaries can call the MHS NURSE  ADVICE
LINE at 1-800-TRICARE (874-2273). Nursing
staff who support the NAL phone lines can as-
sist beneficiaries with non-life-threatening
medical concerns and provide further guid-
ance. Beneficiaries experiencing a MEDICAL
EMERGENCY, such as severe shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing, should call 911.

� Your health is our priority. Talk to your
provider at Munson Army Health Center
about the HPV VACCINE and the best CER-
VICAL CANCER SCREENING plan for you.
You can schedule an appointment by calling
the appointment line at 913-684-6250. 

� It is important that military families new
to the Fort Leavenworth community ESTAB-
LISH A NEW PRIMARY CARE MANAGER for
their health care needs. Munson Army Health
Center offers a wide range of primary care
providers to choose from for personalized care
at a convenient on-post location. Once your
new address is established in DEERS, call 1-888-
TRIWEST (874-9378) and follow the prompts
to establish a primary care manager at MAHC.
Learn more about services at munson.tri-
care.mil.

� Service members, retirees, family mem-
bers and Department of Defense federal em-
ployees on Fort Leavenworth are ELIGIBLE TO
USE THE ARMED FORCES WELLNESS CEN-
TER FOR FREE. This includes physical fitness
testing, body composition analysis, stress man-
agement, improving sleep habits and individual
health coaching. You set the goals; the AFWC
staff puts you on the path to achieving them.
Programs are individualized to address your
current needs, motivation and confidence level.
Visit the Fort Leavenworth AFWC in Eisen-
hower Hall or call 913-758-3403 to schedule an
appointment. The health educators are also
available to go mobile, taking their class to units
or organizations on post and family readiness
groups. To learn more about AFWC services
visit https://dvidshub.net/r/8 wttlf.

� The NUTRITION CARE DIVISION of-
fers a broad range of nutritional services de-
signed for service members, families, and
retirees. Individual Nutrition Therapy and
Group Nutrition Therapy are available, and in-
clude the Body Composition Program, Weight
Control Program, Prenatal Nutrition and Well-
ness for Life. Call the appointment line at 913-
684-6250 to schedule an appointment with
MAHC’s registered dietitian. 

MUNSON
NOTICES
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Munson Army Health Center currently has the following
employment opportunities:

Health Technician (Dispensing Optician)

https://www.usajobs.gov/job/863977200 

Clinical Psychologist

https://www.usajobs.gov/job/848336600

Physician (Family Practice)

https://www.usajobs.gov/job/853052600 

Supervisory Physician (Family Practice)

https://www.usajobs.gov/job/860514200

Supervisory Clinical Psychologist

https://www.usajobs.gov/job/860983200

A recruitment or relocation incentive may be authorized. Visit the link to read
the job announcement or visit USAJobs.gov and search "Military Treatment Fa-

cilities under DHA" and "Fort Leavenworth, Kansas."

In the event a tornado warning is issued on
Fort Leavenworth, and the order is given to
take shelter, Munson Army Health Center
staff will evacuate patients and visitors to the
basement level for their safety.

MAHC, at 550 Pope Ave., as well as the Lewis
and Clark Center on Stimson Avenue and the
Single Soldier Quarters on Cody Road, are
opened to the public as storm shelters during
tornado watches.

In the event a tornado watch is activated after
duty hours, Medical Department Activity per-
sonnel will open the health center for those
needing shelter and remain open until all
watches or warnings are lifted.

Health Center is a public tornado shelter


