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Former USDB commandant, Civil War
general latest Hall of Fame inductees

by Spc. Wilfred Salters Jr/Combined Arms Com-  state of Confederates because of his exten-
sive military experience.

His most important contribution to
Fort Leavenworth came in 1864 when he
led the Union to victory at both the Battle
of Pea Ridge and the capture of Helena,
Arkansas, a key Mississippi River port. In
1864, he was appointed head of the newly
established Department of Kansas at Fort
Leavenworth, where he eventually ended
major Confederate operations west of the
Mississippi River.

mand Public Affairs Office

A Civil War-era general and a former
U.S. Disciplinary Barracks commandant
were the latest inductees to be honored
with induction into the Fort Leavenworth
Hall of Fame during a ceremony May 13 at
the Lewis and Clark Center.

Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis and retired
Brig. Gen. Colleen L. McGuire were recog-
nized for their significant contributions to
the achievement, tradition and history of
Fort Leavenworth and the U.S. Armed
Forces.

SEE HALL OF FAME | A7

“Today is a special day. It is a
special day for our community
because we get to honor two in-
dividuals who, through their
honor, duty and integrity, have
given so much to the Army and
Fort Leavenworth,” said cere-
mony host U.S. Army Reserve
Maj. Gen. Karen Monday-Gre-
sham, Combined Arms Com-
mand deputy commanding
general for Reserve Affairs.
“These inductees represent

guideposts for how Army officers
should conduct themselves.”
Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis

Curtis was born in Cham- ABOVE: Maj. Gen. Samuel Curtis’ shadowbox
plain, New York, on Feb. 3, 1805, will hang in the Fort Leavenworth Hall of Fame
and graduated from the U.S. Mil- display at the Lewis and Clark Center.

itary Academy West Point in
1831.In 1861, Curtis was named

Photos by Spc. Wilfred Salters Jr./Combined Arms Command Public Af-

RIGHT: Fort Leavenworth Hall of Fame inductee
- retired Brig. Gen. Colleen McGuire delivers re-
head of the District of Southwest  marks during the Hall of Fame induction cere-
Missouri and ordered to clear the mony May 13 at the Lewis and Clark Center.

fairs Office

‘Breaking Doctrine’
podcast hits 100 episodes

Team who kickstarted access

to Army doctrine weighs in
on podcast experience

by Randi Stenson/Mission Command Center of Ex-
cellence Public Affairs Officer

It started in 2020 with a persistent, frus-
trating question inside the Combined Arms
Doctrine Directorate: What makes officers
and noncommissioned officers want to read
doctrine?

As CADD’s “Breaking Doctrine” podcast
celebrates 100 episodes this month, the cre-
ators would say the answer is clear. Don’t just
ask them to read it — talk to them about it.

What started as a leap of faith into an
emerging audio landscape has evolved into a
mature product supporting Army professional
development. “Breaking Doctrine” has helped
bridge the gap between doctrine writers and
operational leaders on topics from tactical to
strategic.

In 2020, CADD’s Special Doctrine Division
Chief Telford (Ted) Crisco was looking for
new ways to engage with the force. A conver-
sation with a colleague working at the Army
Distance Learning Program sparked an idea:
start a podcast.

"] didn't even know what a podcast was in
2020," Crisco said. "But I started looking into
it, and I was like, 'Yeah, we could do that. That
might help us reach out."

Armed with three USB microphones and a
laptop computer running rudimentary audio
software, Crisco and his team set to work. The
inaugural episode tackled a topic that CADD
authors believed was confusing to the force:
the difference between the terms “mission
command” and “command and control.” Fea-
turing an outline written by then-Maj. Chris
Parker and insights from CADD Director Rich

Creed and former Command and Control
(C2) Division Chief Chuck Schrankel, the
episode debuted on June 11, 2020.

"We didn't exactly know what the response
was going to be ... it was one of those 'Field of
Dreams' things," Crisco said. "We put it out
there, and people flocked to it. I was absolutely
overwhelmed with the response. People were
looking for that kind of stuft."

For the soldiers hosting the podcast,
“Breaking Doctrine” offered a unique profes-
sional development opportunity. Maj. Wyatt
Harper, former host and one of the initial cre-
ators of “Breaking Doctrine,” said he was
drawn to the platform to explore several “pas-
sion projects” tied to the Army’s then-new op-
erating concept of multi-domain operations.

"] thought the best way to support that ef-
fort was to hit that subject from multiple an-
gles," he said.

Harper, now a strategist at U.S. Army
North, said the most interesting part of host-
ing was discovering the "behind the scenes sto-
ries to how we came to decide on what to place
in doctrine." To him, the most challenging as-
pect was finding the right guests.

SEE ‘BREAKING DOCTRINFE’ | A6

AT A GLANCE

B “From Allegation to
Prosecution,” an INTERAC-
TIVE MOCK  TRIAL
demonstrating the process of
the military justice system
through an allegation of sex-
ual assault, is at 9 a.m. and 1
p-m. May 21 in DePuy Audi-
torium. For more informa-
tion, contact 913-544-9243
or maureennicole.n.hernan-
dez.civ@army.mil.

B HANCOCK OUT-
DOOR POOL opens May 22
for the season. For more in-
formation, visit https://leav-
enworth.armymwr.com/view
-event/outdoor-pool-
info/7282639/89843.

B Upcoming Command
and General Staff College
ceremonies include the
SCHOOL OF ADVANCED

MILITARY STUDIES
GRADUATION May 21
(today) with limited seating,
the INTERNATIONAL
BADGE CEREMONY at 9
a.m. May 28 in Eisenhower
Auditorium at the Lewis and
Clark Center with open seat-
ing, and the COMMAND
AND GENERAL STAFF OF-
FICER COURSE GRADUA-
TION May 29 with limited
seating. For more informa-
tion, call 913-684-5428 or e-
mail USArmyCGSCPAO@
army.mil.

Il MEMORIAL DAY
CEREMONIES are May 25
at 9 a.m. at the Leavenworth

National Cemetery and at
11:40 a.m. at the Fort Leav-
enworth National Ceme-
tery. See pages A3-4 for more
Memorial Day weekend
events.

H The KIDS’ FISHING
DERBY is 8-11 a.m. May 30
at Merritt Lake.

B SHERMAN GATE
WILL BE CLOSED Junel-
12. Grant Gate will be open
for installation access and
exit.

B The FORT LEAVEN-
WORTH RECYCLING
CENTER no longer has 24/7
access. New hours are 7 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday. The center is open the
first weekend of the month
and closed federal holidays.

B The 2026 MOTORCY-
CLE SAFETY FOUNDA-
TION TRAINING is open
for enrollment for the BASIC
RIDER COURSE and AD-
VANCED RIDER COURSE.
For more information and to
enroll, visit https://home.
army.mil/leavenworth/my-
fort/all-services/safety.

B The Fort Leavenworth
Lamp offers SUMMER IN-
TERNSHIPS and welcomes
unit and volunteer story and
photo contributions. E-mail
ftlvlampeditor@gmail.com
for more information.
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Take precautions to have safe Memorial Day

by Fort Leavenworth Garrison
Commander Col. Todd Sunday
and Garrison Command Sgt.
Maj. David Franks

Memorial Day is a time
for reflection, allowing us to
honor the sacrifices of those
who have served before us
and alongside us.

As members of this great
Army, we share a common history with the brave men and
women who have fallen in the fight for freedom. Thank you
for honoring their memory through your selfless service.

The passage of Memorial Day also marks the beginning
of the summer season. Historically, June, July and August
are the deadliest months for Army mishaps. We can reverse

SENIOR
LEADERS’
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this precedent this year by
staying engaged and keep-
ing risk management at the
forefront of all we do.

Below are some tips to
help ensure that the holiday
weekend becomes a positive
memory.

* Plan your travel.

Memorial Day often sees
spikes in traffic. Before you hit the road, check your vehi-
cle’s oil, tires and any open recalls.

* Drive responsibly.

Stay alert, avoid distraction like cell phones, and never
drive under the influence. Designate a sober driver if you
plan to consume alcohol during festivities.

* Heed water safety measures.

When at a pool or beach, ensure constant adult super-
vision of children, and always swim near a lifeguard. Wear
U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jackets when boating.

* Be cognizant of the sun and heat.

Protect yourself from the sun by applying sunscreen
with a suitable SPF, wearing hats and using sunglasses. Re-
member to stay hydrated by drinking plenty of water
throughout the day.

* Take precautions when grilling.

Always monitor a barbecue grill while in use and keep
it away from flammable materials. Use appropriate tools to
prevent injuries.

We want to express our gratitude for your ongoing ded-
ication to the mission. We wish you and your family a safe
and enjoyable holiday.

Memorial Day kicks off “grilling season’

Grilling fires peak during warmer mont

by National Fire Protection As-
sociation Press Release

Often considered the
unofficial start of summer,
Memorial Day kicks off a
season of outdoor grilling
and entertaining.

But with the increase in
grilling comes more home
grilling fires.

In fact, the latest data
from the National Fire Pro-
tection Association shows
that July is the peak month
for home grilling fires, fol-
lowed by June, May and Au-
gust.

“Outdoor grilling is a
popular way to cook during
the warmer months, but it
does present the risk of fire
and burns,” said Lorraine
Carli, vice president of out-
reach and advocacy at
NFPA. “We want to help en-
sure that the grilling season
remains a safe one for
everybody.”

Between 2020 and 2024,
U.S. fire departments re-
sponded to an annual aver-
age of 12,141 home fires
involving grills, hibachis or
barbecues, including 6,110
structure fires and 6,031
outside or unclassified fires.
These fires caused 15 civil-
ian deaths, 171 reported
civilian injuries, and $241
million in direct property
damage; almost all the
losses resulted from the
structure fires.

Gas grills dominate

grilling fire problem

Seventy-six percent of
home grilling fires involved
grills fueled by gas while 13
percent used charcoal or
other solid fuel.

Gas grills were involved
in an annual average of
9,235 home fires per year,
including 4,662 structure
fires and 4,573 outdoor
fires.

Six percent of gas grill
structure fires and 13 per-
cent of outside gas grill fires
were caused by leaks or
breaks.

Charcoal or other solid-
fueled grills were involved
in an average of 1,610 home
fires per year, including 773

structure fires and 837 out-
side fires.

Keep grills clean

Keeping grills clean is an
important element of
grilling safety. Twenty per-
cent of grilling fires were
caused by grills that had
not been cleaned, repre-
senting the leading con-
tributing factor to ignition.

In addition, approxi-
mately one-quarter of the
home structure fires in-
volving grills started on an
exterior balcony or open
porch. In 8 percent of these
fires, the item first ignited
was an outside wall; in an-
other 3 percent, a structural
member or framing was the
item first ignited. These sta-
tistics reinforce the impor-
tance of keeping grills well
away from anything that
can burn.

“Knowing when and
where grilling fires tend to
happen helps people better
understand where risks
exist and how to reduce
their likelihood,” Carli said.

Tips, recommenda-
tions and resources
for outdoor grilling

safety

+ For propane grills,
check the gas tank for leaks.
To watch NFPA’s video on
how to check for leaks, visit
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mpDhUssEgP0.

+ Keep your grill clean.
Make sure to remove all
grease and fat buildup from
the grills and the trays
below.

« Place the grill far from
your home, deck railings,
eaves and overhanging
branches.

+ Before lighting your
gas-powered grill, always
make sure the lid is open.

* Keep children and pets
at least three feet away from
the grilling area.

« If you use starter fluid
with charcoal grilling, only
use charcoal starter fluid.
Never add charcoal fluid or
any other flammable liquids
to the fire once it’s been lit.
When you finish grilling, let
the coals cool completely

S

SAFETY TIPS

M Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be
used outdoors.

M The grill should be placed well away from the
home, deck railings and out from under eaves and
overhanging branches.

M Keep children and pets at |least three feet away
from the grill area.

m Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat
buildup from the grills and in trays below the grill.

M Never leave your grill unattended.

M Always make sure your gas grill lid is open before
lighting it.

CHARCOAL GRILLS

M There are several ways to get the charcoal ready to
use. Charcoal chimney starters allow you to start
the charcoal using newspaper as a fuel.

M If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal starter
fluid. Never add charcoal fluid or any other
flammable liquids to the fire.

M Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and
away from heat sources.

M There are also electric charcoal starters, which do
not use fire. Be sure to use an extension cord for
outdoor use.

M When you are finished grilling, let the coals
completely cool before disposing in a metal container.

PROPANE Crills

Check the gas tank hose for leaks
before using it for the first time each
year. Apply a light soap and water
solution to the hose. A propane leak will
release bubbles. If your grill has a gas
leak, by smell or the soapy bubble test,
and there is no flame, turn off both the
gas tank and the grill. If the leak stops,
get the grill serviced by a professional
before using it again. If the leak does
not stop, call the fire department. If you
smell gas while cooking, immediately
get away from the grill and call the
fire department. Do not move the grill.

If the flame goes out, turn the grill and
gas off and wait at least 5 minutes
before relighting it.

FACTS

@ July is the peak month for
grill fires.

(D Roughly halfof & v
the injuries
involving grills
are thermal
burns.
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on fire, electrical and related hazards

NFPA

nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2019

share an interest in further-

before disposing them in a
metal container.

+ Never leave your grill
unattended when in use.

For additional grilling
safety information, visit
https://nfpa.libsyn.com/gril
ling-safety, https://www.
nfpa.org/news-blogs-and-
articles/blogs/2019/05/31/n
fpa-1-proper-use-and-loca-

tion-of-grills-and-other-
cooking-equipment-fire-
codefridays and https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v
=-AYBZzLDOO04.

About the National Fire
Protection Association

Founded in 1896, NFPA
is a global, self-funded,
nonprofit organization de-
voted to eliminating death,

FORT LEAVENWORTH LAMP
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injury, property and eco-
nomic loss due to fire, elec-
trical and related hazards.
The association delivers in-
formation and knowledge
through  more  than
300 consensus codes and
standards, research, train-
ing, education, outreach
and advocacy, and by part-
nering with others who

Lt. Gen. James P. Isenhower

Col. Todd Sunday
Scott Gibson

ing the NFPA mission. For
more information,
visit nfpa.org. All NFPA
codes and standards can be
viewed online for free
at https://www.nfpa.org/for
-professionals/codes-and-
standards/list-of-codes-
and-standards/free-access.

I Commanding
General

Garrison Commander
Public Affairs Officer

The Fort Leavenworth Lamp is an authorized publication for members of
the U.S. Army. Contents of the Fort Leavenworth Lamp are not necessarily offi-
cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, Department of Defense, De-
partment of the Army, or the U.S. Army Combined Arms Center and Fort
Leavenworth. It is published weekly by the Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public
Affairs Office, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 66027, commercial telephone number
913-684-5267 (DSN prefix 552).

Everything advertised in the Fort Leavenworth Lamp shall be made available
for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any
other nonmerit factor on the purchaser, user or patron.

If a violation of this equal opportunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed,
the printer shall refuse to print advertising from that source until the violation
is corrected.

All editorial content of the Fort Leavenworth Lamp is prepared, edited, pro-
vided and approved by the Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office.
The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supple-
ments, does not constitute an endorsement by the Department of the Army of
the products or services advertised.

The Fort Leavenworth Lamp editorial office is in Room 221G, 290 Grant
Ave., Fort Leavenworth, Kan., phone number 913-684-LAMP/5267. For sub-
mission information, contact the command information officer at 913-684-
1718, or e-mail the editor at ftlvlampeditor@gmail.com.

The Fort Leavenworth Lamp advertising office is in the Family and Morale,
Welfare and Recreation Marketing and Commericial Sponsorship Office in the
Resiliency Center at 600 Thomas Ave, Fort Leavenworth, Kan. E-mail
mary.f.manago.naf@army.mil or call 913-684-1702.

George Marcec Command Information Officer
Fort Leavenworth Lamp Staff
Prudence Siebert
ftlvlampeditor@gmail.com

Editor

FMWR Advertising Staff
Mary Manago Marketing Director
mary.f.manago.naf@army.mil, 913-684-1702
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Area Memorial Day events

® 312th Army Band Concert May 22 at LHS
® Memorial Day ceremony May 25 at LNC

Fallen heroes to be honored at
140th annual ceremony

LEAVENWORTH, KS — The
140th Annual Memorial Day Re-
membrance Ceremony will start
at 9 a.m. May 25 at the Leaven-
worth National Cemetery.

A cornerstone of the commu-
nity’s observance of the holiday,
this year’s milestone ceremony
will feature Maj. Gen. John W.
Rueger as the keynote speaker.
Rueger currently serves as the
deputy commanding general for
the Army National Guard at
Combined Arms Command. A
graduate of Kansas State Univer-
sity, Rueger brings a deep connec-
tion to both the local region and
the history of the Kansas National
Guard.

The program will include tra-
ditional military honors, includ-
ing a color guard presentation and
a three-volley rifle salute, paying
tribute to the men and women
who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice in service to the United
States.

“This 140th anniversary is a
time for solemn reflection on the

The Memorial Day
ceremony at the
Fort Leavenworth

National Cemetery
is at 11:40 a.m.
May 25.

most sacred of human ideals:
faith, family, duty and honor,” said
Roberto Ramos, secretary of the
Leavenworth Memorial Day
Committee. “We remain pro-
foundly indebted to the soldiers,
Marines, sailors, Airmen,
Guardians and Coast Guardsmen
who have given their lives in the
defense of our nation.”

Due to the large expected at-
tendance and limited parking
within the cemetery grounds, the
committee is providing compli-
mentary shuttle services for the
public. Shuttles will depart every
15 minutes from the main flag-
pole, located adjacent to 3819
Franklin Ave., beginning at 8 a.m.
Public parking is available in the
designated areas surrounding the
flagpole, and shuttles will return
attendees to their vehicles imme-
diately following the ceremony.

The ceremony is sponsored an-
nually by the Leavenworth Me-
morial Day Committee, a
dedicated group of volunteers and
veteran service organizations in-
cluding the American Legion, Vet-

erans of Foreign Wars and the
Disabled American Veterans.

For more information about
the ceremony or shuttle schedule,
contact the Leavenworth Memo-
rial Day Committee at 706-589-
5279 or roberto.ramosgranell@
gmail.com.

Concert May 22

In addition to the Monday
morning ceremony, the commu-
nity is invited to attend a Memo-
rial Day concert, performed by the
312th Army Band, at 7 p.m. May
22 in the Leavenworth High
School auditorium.

About the Leavenworth Me-
morial Day Committee

The Leavenworth Memorial
Day Committee Inc. is a non-profit
organization dedicated to honoring
the memory of the nation’s veter-
ans. For 140 years, the committee
has coordinated the annual re-
membrance ceremony at the Leav-
enworth  National  Cemetery,
ensuring that the sacrifices of the
nation’s fallen heroes are never for-
gotten.

File photo by Brittany Gregory/Fort Leavenworth Lamp/former Public Affairs intern
An attendee of the Memorial Day ceremony salutes the flag in

the fog of the previously fired cannon smoke during Taps May 29,
2017, at the Leavenworth National Cemetery.

WWI Museum, Memorial to
host events May 22-25

by National WWI Museum and Memorial Press Re-
lease

KANSAS CITY, Missouri — On the Me-
morial Day of the National WWI Museum
and Memorial’s centennial year, special
honor and recognition will be given to the
individuals who sacrificed their lives while
serving their country.

A Memorial Day ceremony at 10 a.m.
May 25 will feature a keynote address from
the 15th Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, retired General Richard Meyers.

Also during the ceremony, Scouts will lay
441 wreaths in honor of the war dead who
the Liberty Memorial Tower is built for. For
a full list of Memorial Day activities, visit
theworldwar.org/memorialday.

The National WWI Museum and Memo-
rial will be offering free admission for veter-
ans and active-duty military (including
spouses and dependents with ID) as well as
half-price admission for the public May 22-
25.

Due to set-up for the upcoming FIFA
World Cup Fan Festival, there will be ex-
tremely limited parking available on the
grounds this month. Visitors are advised to
park near the Streetcar line and take the KC

Streetcar to the Union Station stop or arrive
via city bus with RideKC. Visit theworld-
war.org for more information.

Opening on May 22 is a story 100 years in
the making. “Story of the Museum and Me-
morial” is a new permanent exhibition in
Memory Hall highlighting the legacy of
Kansas Citians who built and stewarded the
museum and memorial for the past century.
Included in the exhibition are stories of the
441 Kansas Citians who died in WWTI, a de-
tailed look at the Panthéon de la Guerre and
a call for each visitor to consider how they
will serve — by volunteering, voting, in the
military or at their child’s PTA.

For more information about the mu-
seum’s Memorial Day events, visit
https://theworldwar.org/memorialday.

About the National WWI Museum and
Memorial

The National WWI Museum and Memo-
rial is America’s leading institution dedicated
to remembering, interpreting and understand-
ing the Great War and its enduring impact on
the global community. The museum holds the
most diverse collection of WWI objects and
documents in the world and is the second-old-
est public museum dedicated to preserving the
objects, history and experiences of the war.
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Memor ial Day events (continued from Page A3)

National Memorial Day Concert
to broadcast on PBS May 24

by PRNewswire Press Release

WASHINGTON -- The National Me-
morial Day Concert will air live at 7 p.m.
May 24 on PBS from the West Lawn of the
U.S. Capitol.

The concert is hosted by Tony Award-
winner Joe Mantegna and Emmy Award-
winner Gary Sinise — both longtime
champions of veterans and service mem-
bers.

The annual evening of remembrance
will honor 250 years of the courage and sac-
rifice of the nation’s military men and
women and their families, and pay tribute
to all who have given their lives in service
to the nation, with musical salutes and
powerful stories of patriots who have de-
fended the nation since 1776.

"We honor and remember all our Amer-
ican heroes, from the all-volunteer force
that won our independence in the Ameri-
can Revolution to the over 1 million men
and women who have given their lives since
our nation's founding 250 years ago," Man-
tegna said.

"Joe and I are deeply honored to co-host
this 37-year tradition at the U.S. Capitol
and salute those who have worn the uni-
form — past and present — and their fam-
ilies who have stood beside them," Sinise
said.

The 37th annual broadcast of the Na-
tional Memorial Day Concert airs live from
7-8:30 p.m. May 24 on PBS, and is seen by
service members around the world on
American Forces Network. The concert will
also be streaming on YouTube and at
https://www.pbs.org/national-memorial-
day-concert/, and will be available as Video-
on-Demand from May 24 to June 7.

History segments, tributes

The concert will feature the following
segments:

* 1776 American Revolution, with
Emmy and Golden Globe Award-winning
actor/director/producer/writer Noah Wyle
from “The Pitt” and more.

The concert will bring the history of
1776 alive with a special tribute to the citi-
zen soldiers and militia men of the 13
colonies who took tremendous risks for fu-
ture generations of Americans. These he-
roes embarked on a war with the world's
greatest military power to win the nation’s

independence, enduring brutal conditions
and often with no pay. The experience of
one of these brave American Revolutionary
militiamen who fought for Gen. George
Washington will be shared.

* World War II 85th anniversary of
Pearl Harbor, featuring Emmy-nominated
actor Jonathan Banks from “Breaking Bad,”
“Better Call Saul” and “The Beast In Me.”

The surprise attack on the U.S. military
base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, plunged the
nation into World War II. More than 2,400
American service members and civilians
were killed and more than 1,000 wounded
on Dec. 7, 1941 — the day President Roo-
sevelt declared would "live in infamy."

The 85th anniversary tribute will high-
light this monumental time in American
history, which galvanized the entire nation,
and honor the millions of men and women
who left their farms and factories, big cities
and small towns to serve in uniform and on
the home front. Members of this Greatest
Generation will be saluted on stage.

+ 25th anniversary remembrance of
9/11 attacks, with Academy Award-win-
ning actress Melissa Leo from “King Ivory”
and “Frozen River.”

The shocking events of that day in New
York City, over the skies of Pennsylvania
and at the Pentagon will be remembered,
honoring the commitment Americans
made to each other to prevail over an attack
on the United States of America. This com-
memoration will share the story of one of
the heroes who faced the unthinkable in the
rescue and recovery efforts at the Pentagon,
and pay tribute to all those who died that
tragic day.

Screenshot from http://www.pbs.org/national-memorial-day-concert/nome/

* Vietnam War veterans tribute

Over the course of 250 years, the na-
tion's military service members have looked
out for those with whom they serve. The
nation's Vietnam War veterans are exem-
plary in their mission to not only take care
of one another, but to also ensure that fu-
ture generations of service members, and
their families, receive support for their serv-
ice and sacrifice. The concert will pay spe-
cial tribute to Vietnam War veterans,
especially those wounded, ill and injured.

* Gold Star families tribute

A moving tribute to the more than 1
million men and women who have given
their lives defending the nation since its
founding 250 years ago, with poignant re-
membrances from Gold Star families and
the traditional playing of Taps at the U.S.
Capitol to honor America's fallen heroes.

Performances

The inspiring night of remembrance will
also feature performances by:

+ Four-time Grammy-nominated coun-
try music star Mickey Guyton

+ 10-time Grammy-nominated country
music singer-songwriter Jamey Johnson,
who served eight years in the Marine Corps
Reserve

+ Award-winning, multi-platinum sell-
ing Country Music Hall of Fame member
Alan Jackson from the Ryman Auditorium
in Nashville

+ Two-time Tony Award-nominated
Broadway and television star Laura Osnes

+ Emmy Award-winning, multi-plat-
inum singer, songwriter Andy Grammer

+ Tony Award-nominated star of stage
and screen Mary McCormack from “The

Pitt and “Heels”

+ Two-time Grammy nominated and
two-time DOVE Award-winning singer-
songwriter Blessing Offor

+ The National Symphony Orchestra
under the direction of conductor Jack
Everly, who is celebrating his 17th season
with the concert

Tribute to U.S. Armed Forces

In tribute to all members of the nation’s
armed forces, the annual audience favorite
Salute to Services features the Joint Chiefs
of Staff and Service Color Teams.

Also participating are members from the
U.S. Army Herald Trumpets, the U.S. Army
Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps, the U.S.
Army Chorus, the Soldiers' Chorus of the
U.S. Army Field Band, the U.S. Navy Band
Sea Chanters, the U.S. Air Force Singing
Sergeants, the Armed Forces Color Guard
provided by the Military District of Wash-
ington, D.C., and Patrick Lundy and the
Ministers of Music.

Lead corporate sponsor is Lockheed
Martin, and the nonprofit Horatio Alger
Association of Distinguished Americans is
the lead underwriter. The concert is also
made possible by grants from the National
Park Service, the Department of the Army,
General Dynamics, PBS and public televi-
sion stations nationwide. Air travel is pro-
vided by American Airlines. The program
is a co-production of Michael Colbert of
Capital Concerts and WETA, Washington,
D.C.

For more information, visit the program
website at http://www.pbs.org/national-
memorial-day-concert/home/.

Organization records veterans’ combat stories

Witness to War Foundation celebrates 25
years of preserving oral histories of combat
veterans, invites public to nominate family
members to participate this Memorial Day

ATLANTA, Georgia — Witness
to War Foundation, a nonprofit
dedicated to preserving the oral
histories of combat veterans
through video interviews, is join-
ing with the nation to observe
Memorial Day and to celebrate 25
years of the nonprofit’s work to
document the personal stories of
U.S. veterans.

In 2026, WTW is conducting a
national tour to expand the scope
of its collection to include re-
membrances of additional gener-
ations of combat veterans and is
inviting the public to nominate a
combat veteran they know to be
interviewed.

Founded in 2001 by entrepre-
neur Tom Beaty, Witness to War
has interviewed more than 3,500
veterans with the mission to pre-
serve their important and histor-
ical stories for their families and
future generations, and to educate
the public on the sacrifices made
to preserve our freedoms. WTW’s
video library contains interviews
with individuals who served in
World War II, the Korean War, the
Viethnam War, as well as in
Afghanistan and Iraq, and is
working to expand its outreach to

include younger generations of
combat veterans.

“Memorial Day honors those
who died in battle or from
wounds sustained in combat, and
we join with those who returned
home in remembering the mili-
tary personnel who have died in
service to our country,” said Emily
Carley, director of the Witness to
War Foundation. “It is an honor
to lift up the memories of combat
veterans and help Americans
learn about the sacrifices these
brave men and women made for
our country.”

In 2001, Beaty attended a
meeting with a group of WWII
veterans and realized none of
them had recorded their stories.

“I went to bed thinking what a
tragedy it would be if our nation
lost all of those stories,” he said. “I
bought a camera the next day, and
the Witness to War Foundation
was born.”

In 2026, the WTW video crew
is scheduled to visit several states
and events to gather more inter-
views. In Kentucky and Tennessee,
the crew members will meet 187th
Infantry Regiment (Rakkasans)
veterans and members of the

Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Associ-
ation. In South Dakota, they will
interview members of the 173rd
Airborne Brigade. In Colorado,
they will conduct interviews with
Marine combat veterans.

“Many veterans return home
and focus on rebuilding their
civilian lives and say that one day
they will write down their memo-
ries for their children and grand-
children,” Carley said. “Through
the efforts of Witness to War,
these heroic men and women are
able to easily share their memories
that are now preserved for future
generations, loved ones, historians
and scholars. On this holiday
honoring the memory of combat
veterans, we are inviting the pub-
lic to nominate a loved one who is
a combat veteran to be inter-
viewed by Witness to War.”

For information about how to
share stories, visit https://www.
witnesstowar.org/share_your_stor
y. There is no cost to be inter-
viewed, and veterans and their
families receive free copies of the
interview.

“We often hear from people
whose loved ones sat for our cam-
eras and are no longer with us,”

Carley said. “It is a special honor
to preserve these memories for
them.”

One such person is Stacey
Richey Huddleston of Winter
Garden, Florida, who posted on
Facebook: “Recently, my sister
and I were trying to find exact
dates for Dad’s Vietnam service
and she stumbled across this web-
site. (Witness to War Founda-
tion). She searched his name and
several interviews popped up that
we’ve never seen. To hear his voice
again is the best gift, but these sto-
ries are stories that we’ve never
heard before, either. It is a gift (to
hear) Dad opening up about Viet-
nam, which is something he rarely
did for us until we were adults.”

“As we celebrate our 25th year,
part of our focus is to encourage
younger veterans, from more re-
cent conflicts, to share their expe-
riences while the events are fresh
in their minds,” Carley said.
“What they have experienced is
significant and deserves to be pre-
served for future generations and
recorded so others may learn
from their time in the military.”

Witness to War Foundation
videos are posted online and
searchable with hashtags such as
#veteranstories, plus the war
name and military branch. To
view videos, visit https://
www.youtube.com/@WitnessTo-
WarFoundation. For more infor-
mation, visit http://www.witness
towar.org/.
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Soldiers, NCOs prove proficiency in

VARRIOR SKILLS

during quarter hoard competition

Photos by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office

ABOVE: Spc. Jacob Yost, Law Enforcement Activity, Special Troops
Battalion, disassembles an M4 assault rifle while timed during the
Combined Arms Command LEA and 67th Military Police Detach-
ment (Military Working Dog), STB, Soldier and NCO of the Quarter
Board May 13 near Sherman Army Airfield. Yost was named Sol-
dier of the Quarter.

LEFT: Sgt. Quinn Renaud, Law Enforcement Activity, Special
Troops Battalion, treats a hemorrhage and chest wound on a
dummy during the Combined Arms Command LEA and 67th Mili-
tary Police Detachment (Military Working Dog), STB, Soldier and
NCO of the Quarter Board May 13 near Sherman Army Airfield.
Contestants had to treat injuries immediately following individual
movement techniques lanes while timed.

The Combined Arms Command Law Enforcement Activity and 67th
Military Police Detachment (Military Working Dog), Special Troops
Battalion, conducted a soldier and noncommissioned officer of the
quarter board May 13 near Sherman Army Airfield to evaluate profi-
ciency on physical fithess, leadership abilities and tactical knowledge.
Soldiers and NCOs competed through the following series of events:
a 7.2-kilometer ruck march, individual movement technique lanes, M17
and M4 disassemble/reassemble/functions check, treating a hemor-
rhage and chest wound, land navigation, simulation shoot, and oral
board to test the Total Soldier Concept.

Winners of the board were Spc. Dkari Smith, 67th Military Police De-
tachment (MWD), in the NCO category, and Spc. Jacob Yost, Law En-
forcement Activity, in the soldier category.

Photos by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leavenworth Garrison Public Affairs Office

ABOVE: Spc. Dkari Smith, 67th Military Police Detachment (Military Working Dog), Special
Troops Battalion, fires an M17 on a range simulator during the Combined Arms Command
Law Enforcement Activity and 67th MP Detachment (MWD) Soldier and NCO of the Quarter
Board May 13 at the LEA headquarters building. The skill shoot event had a time limit and
was scored by counting correct hits and subtracting for missed shots. Smith, who works in
an NCO position as a team leader for the 67th, was named NCO of the quarter.

LEFT: Pvt. Dominic Seiler, Law Enforcement Activity, Special Troops Battalion, high-crawls to
avoid simulated fire during the Combined Arms Command Law Enforcement Activity and 67th
Military Police Detachment (Military Working Dog) Soldier and NCO of the Quarter Board
May 13 near Sherman Army Airfield.

FLFD EMTs practice IV insertion

Photos by Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

Fort Leavenworth Fire and Emergency Services Firefighter/Emergency Medical
Technician Dylan Honeycutt practices intravenous catheter insertion techniques
Dr. (Lt. Col.) Reginald Trevino, Munson Army Health Center chief medical officer, on medical training aids during hands-on IV training May 14 at Fort Leavenworth
internal medicine physician and Emergency Medical Services director, instructs  Fire Station No. 2. The training was part of ongoing skills sustainment efforts de-
Fort Leavenworth Firefighters/EMTs Daniel Camiro and Colton Lopez during IV  signed to help firefighters/EMTs maintain proficiency in emergency medical pro-
training May 14 at Fort Leavenworth Fire Station No. 2. cedures used to support patient care and readiness across the installation.
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Kennel master relinquishes responsibility
of 67th MP Detachment (MWD)

by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leavenworth Garrison
Public Affairs Office

The 67th Military Police Detach-
ment (Military Working Dog), Special
Troops Battalion bade farewell to Ken-
nel Master Sgt. 1st Class Cody Barratt
during a relinquishment of responsi-
bility ceremony May 14 outside the
67th MP Detachment (MWD) kennels.

During Barratt’s time as kennel
master of the 67th MP Detachment,
the unit strengthened its operational
readiness and competed for prestigious
Army awards. In 2025, the 67th MP
Detachment won the Brigadier General
David H. Stem Award, an annual acco-
lade given by then-U.S. Army Training
and Doctrine Command (TRADOC),
now Training and Transformation
Command (T2CCOM), presented to
the most outstanding military police
detachment and associated MWD de-
tachments.

Capt. Kenneth Barnard, Combined
Arms Command Law Enforcement Ac-

Outgoing Kennel Master
Sgt. 1st Class Cody Bar-
ratt, right, passes the
unit colors to Law En-
forcement Activity and
67th Military Police De-
tachment (Military Work-
ing Dog) Commander
Capt. Kenneth Barnard
during the relinquish-
ment of responsibility
ceremony May 14 at the
67th Military Police De-
tachment (MWD) ken-
nels. The ceremony
symbolized the transfer
of responsibility and au-
thority within the detach-
ment as Barratt departs
for his next assignment
at Fort Bragg, North Car-
olina.

Photos by Sean Bergosh/Fort Leaven-
worth Garrison Public Affairs Office

tivity/67th MP Detachment (MWD)
commander, praised Barratt for culti-
vating a positive, disciplined unit cul-
ture that drove performance across the
formation.

“Sergeant 1st Class Barratt devel-
oped and oversaw individual training
plans for the Military Working Dog
teams, leading to a 100 percent Military
Working Dog certification rate,”
Barnard said. “Additionally, the 67th
(MP Detachment) received an excellent
rating in its most recent Annual Ken-
nel Inspection Assessment, with zero
no-goes and zero areas of concern.”

Barnard also highlighted Barratt’s
positive impact on the entire installa-
tion and local community during his
tenure as president of the Fort Leaven-
worth Sergeant Audie Murphy Club.

“During his tenure, Barratt sup-
ported several community and instal-
lation events, strengthening local

14 at the MWD kennels.

military ties to the community and ex-

ABOVE: Special Troops Battalion Commander Lt. Col. Michael John-
son thanks Barratt and his family for their impact on the installation
after Barratt’s relinquishment of responsibility ceremony May 14.

LEFT: Barratt speaks on the importance of teamwork and personal
flexibility during his relinquishment of responsibility ceremony May

emplifying selfless service,” Barnard
said.

The ceremony included the passing
of the unit colors from Barratt to
Barnard, symbolizing the formal trans-
fer of responsibility and authority
within the organization.

Barratt’s remarks stressed the im-
portance of teamwork and putting the
good of the organization above oneself.

“As the famous football head coach,
Bo Schembechler, once said ‘It’s all
about the team, the team, the team,”
Barratt said.

He thanked his wife, Kacee, and
children, Bella and CJ, for their support
throughout his time as kennel master
of the 67th MP Detachment and
throughout his entire Army career.
Barratt is slated to assume his next as-
signment at Fort Bragg, North Car-
olina.

Incoming Kennel Master Sgt. 1st
Class Shenique Stallings will arrive in
August.

‘Breaking D OCtrine, (continued from Page A1)

ABOVE: Spc. Abdeley Fernandez, military working
dog handler assigned to the 67th Military Police De-
tachment (MWD), congratulates and wishes depart-
ing Kennel Master Sgt. 1st Class Cody Barratt
farewell May 14 at the MWD kennels.

LEFT: Capt. Kenneth Barnard, commander of the
67th Military Police Detachment (MWD), emphasizes
the effect of the positive culture Sgt. 1st Class Cody
Barratt cultivated and embodied daily during Bar-
ratt’s relinquishment of responsibility ceremony May
14 at the MWD kennels.

"Of course, the primary authors are
great, but you want a practitioner of the
doctrine to speak for the operational force,"
he said. "Whenever the show would spark
debate, the subsequent event was that the
listener picked up the actual doctrine and
supporting literature to support their claim.
At which point, ‘Breaking Doctrine’ had
served its purpose.”

As the podcast grew, so did its mission.
When retired Lt. Col. Nikki Dean joined
CADD as a doctrine author and podcast
host, she saw an opportunity not just to ed-
ucate soldiers, but to make the military's
complex language understandable to a
broader audience.

"Breaking down complex tactics and
techniques, ones that we have captured in
our manuals for the force, for a broader au-
dience, demystifies the language around
combat operations,” she said. “Making the
language of war easily understood by those
who might not directly engage in military
operations is a small step to bridging a
fairly wide civilian-military divide in our
society.”

For Dean, who now works as a military
education and interpretation specialist at
the National WWI Museum and Memorial
in Kansas City, Missouri, the podcast pro-
vided an opportunity to foster a conversa-
tion with doctrine writers and

practitioners.

It also gives listeners, “a peek behind the
curtain on how the Army captures lessons,
tests those best practices, and then makes
them into something everyone can under-
stand or use, regardless of whether they
wear a uniform or not,” Dean said.

Former host and UH-60 pilot Lt. Col.
Lisa Becker, current commander of 2nd
Battalion, 2nd Aviation Regiment, at Fort
Huachuca, Arizona, described her time
with “Breaking Doctrine” as both reward-
ing and challenging.

“If I had the time, I’d love to go back and
listen to the episodes that I hosted,” she said.
“I venture to guess I’d be able to hear a shift,
where I went from ‘doing my job in front of
a mic is intimidating’ to ‘wow, my job is to
just have a conversation with a bunch of re-
ally intelligent people!’

"We talk about broadening assignments
in the Army, and this was definitely a
broadening experience for me," she said.
"These podcast conversations really
widened my understanding across
warfighting functions and challenged my
grasp of multi-domain operations and
fighting in large-scale combat operations.”

Harper also viewed his time as host as a
positive experience.

"On a personal level, people who learn I
was part of the program have always been

impressed and shout 'T love BD!" he said.
“There’s such a rich history surrounding
the Army, and it’s all written in our doc-
trine. You just have to uncover the 'why."

Becker «cited Episode 86, “The
Warfighter’s Role in Triage, CASEVAC (ca-
sualty evacuation) and DNBI (disease and
non-battle injury)," with Maj. Gen. Michael
Murray, and Episode 45, “Defending Our
Homeland: DoD's No. 1 Priority,” with re-
tired Lt. Gen. Thomas Evans, as personal fa-
vorites. Harper’s favorite episode was an
interview with former Indo-Pacific Com-
mand Commander Gen. Charles Flynn on
campaigning in theater.

Dean had difficulty picking a favorite
episode, but she noted that being able to in-
vite some of her subject matter expert
friends on the program was valuable.

“Asking someone, regardless of their
rank or service, how they personally use
doctrine forces a doctrine writer to come to
terms with the monster they create. What's
the purpose of a book if no one reads it? My
friends held up a mirror to me and my
work when we talked on those episodes,”
she said.

Over the 100 episodes, the team at
Breaking Doctrine has hosted a wide array
of guests. Crisco said he is unafraid to send
cold e-mails to general officers to invite
them on the show. Regardless of rank, how-

ever, he holds every guest to the same stan-
dard.

"We're not here to talk about your com-
mand philosophy. We're not here for your
agendas," he said. "We're here to talk about
the subject and how it relates to doctrine."

While Crisco and the Special Doctrine
Division team look toward the future, the
podcast has at least one fan who is using the
platform to enhance military history edu-
cation. Dean said she regularly incorporates
“Breaking Doctrine” episodes into her les-
son plans for ROTC cadets, Command and
General Staff College students and unit
staff rides.

“We might be talking about a historic
global conflict when you come into my
classroom, but we're going to use the lan-
guage of current tactics and techniques to
reinforce your professional education,” she
said.

Through the 100 episodes of unscripted,
professional dialogue, “Breaking Doctrine”
has shown that the Army's foundational
texts don't have to stay trapped on a dusty
bookshelf. They just need the right conver-
sation to bring them to life.

To learn more about the Combined
Arms Doctrine Directorate and access the
complete archive of Breaking Doctrine
podecasts, visit https://usacac.army.mil/or-
ganizations/mccoe/cadd.
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Hall Of Fame (continued from Page Al)

Photo by Spc. Wilfred Salters Jr./Combined Arms Command Public Affairs Office

Ceremony host Reserve Maj. Gen. Karen Monday-Gresham, Combined Arms Command deputy commanding
general for Reserve Affairs, and Dr. Curtis S. King, a retired U.S. Army major and former Fort Leavenworth his-
tory instructor, unveil the Hall of Fame shadowbox for Civil War-era leader Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis May 13
at the Lewis and Clark Center. King accepted the honor on Curtis’s behalf.

Dr. Curtis S. King, a retired U.S. Army major and former
Fort Leavenworth history instructor, accepted the honor
on Curtis’s behalf.

“Curtis had to be very tactically adept,” King said. “He
is an undefeated general, and there aren’t many of those
around. He won at Pea Ridge, he won Westport — which
was three days’ worth of battle — and again at Mine Creek,
so Sam Curtis knew his tactics.”

“He was not only an undefeated general, he was the sav-
ior of Fort Leavenworth,” King added.

Retired Brig. Gen. Colleen L. McGuire

McGuire’s induction spotlights a modern legacy of pi-
oneering leadership. Her commitment to the uniform
started with a critical choice she made just after finishing
high school.

McGuire enlisted in the Army Reserve while attending
the University of Montana. Upon graduation, she received
an Army commission and branched into the Military Po-
lice Corps.

In 1992, she graduated from Fort Leavenworth’s Com-
mand and General Staff College. From there, she took on
many assignments, including operations officer for the
16th Military Police Brigade, public affairs officer for Joint
Task Force-Somalia, executive officer for the 503rd Mili-
tary Police Battalion, and public affairs officer for U.S.
Army Alaska.

After an assignment to the Office of the Secretary of the
Army at the Pentagon, she returned to Fort Leavenworth to
command the 705th Military Police Battalion. She later
served as commandant of the U.S. Disciplinary Barracks.
In 2006, McGuire deployed to Baghdad for 19 months as
provost marshal for the Multi-National Corps-Iraq. In
2008, she was promoted to brigadier general and appointed
commanding general of the Army’s Criminal Investigation
Command. She retired in 2012.

“Today, with great humility, T ac-

cept this honor, not as a recognition
of individual achievement alone,
but as a reflection of the people, the
mentors, the soldiers, the leaders
who’ve shaped my journey and the
extraordinary institution that is
Fort Leavenworth,” McGuire said.
The Fort Leavenworth Hall of
Fame, established in 1969, recog-
nizes individuals whose service at
the post significantly shaped the
Army’s history, reputation and mis-
sion. With the induction of Curtis
and McGuire, Fort Leavenworth

Center.

Photos by Spc. Wilfred Salters Jr./Combined Arms Command Public Af-

ABOVE: Retired Brig. Gen. Colleen McGuire’s
shadowbox will hang in the Fort Leavenworth
Hall of Fame display at the Lewis and Clark ¢ Fort Leavenworth Lamp

honors both its origins and its on-
going commitment to leadership,
education and excellence.

See page A8 for an article from

fairs Office

archives about McGuire’s journey

LEFT: Retired Brig. Gen. Colleen McGuire, right, from the Women’s Army Corps in
talks with Col. Travis Jacobs and Maj. Amanda 1975 t0 commandant of the U.S.
Price after her Hall of Fame induction cere-  pcqiplinary Barracks in 2002.
mony May 13 at the Lewis and Clark Center.
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From WAC to Hall of Fame inductee

FROM THE LAMP

Published in the

April 3,2002

issue of the Fort Leavenworth Lamp

File photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

From 2002: Outgoing U.S. Disciplinary Barracks commandant Col. Steven An-
draschko and incoming USDB Commandant Col. Colleen McGuire listen to the
comments of Lt. Gen. James Riley, Combined Arms Center and Fort Leaven-
worth commanding general, during the change of command ceremony May
21,2002, on Main Parade. Andraschko remained at Fort Leavenworth as the di-
rector of academic operations for the Command and General Staff College.

Leaders reflect on progress
of women in military

by Spc. Adrian A. Lugo/Former Fort Leaven-
worth Lamp Staff Writer

FORT LEAVENWORTH, Kansas
(April 3,2002) — It has been more than
20 years (in 2002) since the dissolution
and integration of the Women’s Army
Corps into the mainstream Army in Oc-
tober 1978.

Many women in senior leadership po-
sitions today (in 2002) began in the WAC,
and they were the first to break many
gender barriers and shape the Army’s at-
titudes toward women in the service.

Two such women — Col. Colleen
McGuire and Command Sgt. Maj. Cyn-
thia Pritchett — are among those senior
leaders who have seen the military change
from a male-dominated force to a more
representative cross-section of society.

McGuire, who considers herself an
“Army brat” because her father was in the
Army Reserve and her uncles had served
in World War II and in the Vietnam War,
enlisted in the Army Reserve in 1975
when it was still the WAC.

Despite the big feminist movement of
the 1970s, which she described as an ef-
fort to “empower women and break the
shackles of male oppression,” McGuire
said that the initial reason she joined the
service was to help pay for college.

While attending college, she also took
jobs working in a psychologist’s office
and at a television station as a production
assistant. She attended the University of
Montana where she was commissioned
through Reserve Officer Training Corps
and graduated as a distinguished military
graduate with a degree in broadcasting.
She later received a regular Army com-
mission as a Military Police officer in
1979.

McGuire said she became a MP be-

cause she thought it was the closest she
could get to combat arms. Her second
choice was Field Artillery, which at the
time had just opened to women.

“I wanted something challenging.
Naturally, when you think of the Army
you think of ‘Hooah!” battle cries, march-
ing and mud, so what better than In-
fantry or something close to it,” said
McGuire.

She currently (2002) holds the dis-
tinction of being the first woman com-
mandant of the U.S. Disciplinary
Barracks.

Pritchett joined the Army right out of
high school in 1973. A graduate of Mount
Clements High School in Michigan,
Pritchett said she joined the Army as the
result of an argument she had with her
father over college.

“He wanted me to go to Purdue, and I
wanted to go to Central Michigan Uni-
versity. I had a scholarship to both, but
because of our argument, I decided to say
‘the heck with this’ and went down to
various recruiting stations to see what
they had to offer.”

After ruling out the other services,
Pritchett said she decided to join the
Women’s Army Corps because it offered
more opportunities.

“I didn’t want to be an administrative
person, so I signed up to be a supply
clerk, simply because I got to drive a big
truck, didn’t have to sit behind a desk all
day, and I got to do a lot of lifting and
hands-on work.”

After some on-the-job training, she
was assigned as a supply clerk back at her
original basic training company in Fort
McClellan, Alabama. One of her duties
was to march the trainees back and forth
to class, which sparked an interest to be-

File photo by Prudence Siebert/Fort Leavenworth Lamp

From 2004: U.S. Disciplinary Barracks Outgoing Commandant Col. Colleen
McGuire, right, passes the colors to Combined Arms Center and Fort Leaven-
worth Commanding General Lt. Gen. William Wallace to then be passed to in-
coming Commandant Col. James Harrison Jr. during the change of command
ceremony June 15, 2004, at the Frontier Conference Center.

come a drill sergeant and began her ca-
reer as a leader of soldiers.

Pritchett’s progression through NCO
leadership positions led her to become
the first woman to be nominated and
considered for the position of Sergeant
Major of the Army in 2000.

She currently (2002) serves as the first
woman command sergeant major of the
Combined Arms Center.

Pritchett and McGuire both said that
early in their careers they experienced
some challenges regarding their gender.

Pritchett recalled encountering what
some might call gender-bias, but she be-
lieves nothing stifled her ability to per-
form her duties.

“As a woman and an NCO, you usu-
ally get a lot of female issues handed to
you even if you weren’t exactly part of
those individual’s chain of command,’
she said.

“Handling both the male, female and
day-to-day issues of those under you is
enough alone. Add in those extraneous
issues and it could seem like a burden at
times, but it’s really just an extra hurdle
you have to overcome to show you are a
good leader”

McGuire said that during her career
she has not faced any blatant discrimina-
tion because of her gender, but has en-
countered  some
“challenges” she has
had to overcome.

“I think that
everybody has to go
through some level
of proving yourself,
and I believe that
I've had about my
fair share of having
to prove myself,”
McGuire said.

She recalled a
time when she was
nearly assigned an administrative posi-
tion instead of a more “hands-on” patrol
position.

“From my subordinates, I never
sensed any unease about working with a
woman. But, I did sense some from my
superiors early in my career,” she said,
adding that some of her male peers
sensed it as well and provided her with
support to overcome some obstacles.

Throughout their careers, both
women have seen many changes occur
within the Army.

Pritchett said that one difference when
comparing her initial entry to now are
the training standards for women.

“Men and women both have the same
standard now — push-ups, sit-ups, two-
mile run — it’s just the amount of repe-
titions that are different because of the
physiological differences between us,” she
said, adding that when she entered the
Army, women did modified push-ups
and ran a half-mile for their physical fit-
ness test, and basic rifle marksmanship
was optional.

McGuire said that she has seen many
changes since her initial entry and all
have been for the better.

“Just look at (training) from what it
was when I first entered. Women are ex-
pected to do a lot more. Women also have
many more opportunities than they had
back then,” McGuire said. “Our own
USDB is an example of that. In the 80s,

“You should always
take the road less traveled and
CHALLENGE YOURSELF,
because if you quit
pushing yourself,

YOU DON’T GROW
and SOCIETY ITSELF
DOESN’T GROW.”

Then-USDB Commandant

we had our first 95C (corrections special-
ist), Lillian Grissondanner, who worked
in a limited capacity among the inmates.
But, her ‘first’ helped open doors for
other women who now perform the same
job alongside men.

“I feel that bar has definitely been
raised by the strides women have made in
the past 20 years, and many women have
not only met but surpassed those chal-
lenges,” McGuire said.

Despite progress, Pritchett said
women still have more issues to get past,
especially in the types of jobs that are
available to them in the military.

“I believe that there are some women
out there who can meet or exceed the
standards to be Infantry or any other job
in combat arms; it’s just that the oppor-
tunities need to be made available. Look-
ing at our situation in the Middle East, we
already have women seeing some form of
combat, and it is only a matter of time be-
fore those doors begin to open,” she said.

McGuire shares a similar view about
job opportunities, but believes there are
also internal issues for all women to over-
come.

“Sometimes I think we build our own
glass ceilings and succumb to the belief
that because we are of a certain gender,
ethnicity or socio-economic background
we can only go so far.
Like I’ve said before
in one of my
speeches, you should
always take the road
less traveled and
challenge yourself,
because if you quit
pushing  yourself,
you don’t grow and
society itself doesn’t
grow,” she said.

Both women said
they feel a certain re-
sponsibility to represent a positive image
of women in the Army.

“Regardless of gender, when you are in
a leadership position people will always
look up to you. You set the example for
every person under you, and it’s impor-
tant that you do your best so that it sets a
precedence of excellence for those that
will follow when you move on,” McGuire
said.

Pritchett shared a similar attitude to-
ward being a role model. She mentioned
that she tries to be as accessible as possi-
ble to those under her and often gives out
advice and assistance to those who ask.

“People should know that gender re-
ally has nothing to do with where you
stand in life. It’s your abilities and what-
ever else you bring to the table that is
most important.”

Both McGuire and Pritchett shared
similar feelings when asked their
thoughts about the many firsts in their
careers.

McGuire said, “Being the first is not al-
ways as important as being the best,”
which is something she said she strives
for each day.

Pritchett said that she believes “Firsts
are less important than seconds, thirds,
fourths and so on. I just want to be re-
membered for who I am and what I did,
and not as some statistical anomaly for
being the first in anything.”

— Col. Colleen McGuire
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Army advances barracks modernization
efforts to improve soldier quality of life

by Elijah Cornish/Army.mil

WASHINGTON — Since October 2025,
when Secretary of War Pete Hegseth di-
rected the establishment of a department-
wide Barracks Task Force, the Army has
accelerated efforts to improve soldier living
conditions, modernize aging facilities and
strengthen quality-of-life investments
across installations.

The initiative reinforced that barracks
are not simply infrastructure; they are a
readiness issue directly tied to lethality, re-
tention, recruiting and soldier trust.

Across the Army enterprise, efforts are
underway to modernize how barracks are
planned, funded, maintained and delivered
while addressing long-standing infrastruc-
ture deficiencies. Recent efforts have in-
cluded targeted renovations, new
construction projects, digital moderniza-
tion initiatives and accelerated investment
strategies to improve day-to-day living con-
ditions for soldiers.

Through the One Big Beautiful Bill Act
funding provided via the Barracks Task
Force, the Army has made several key in-
vestments, including:

+ $20 million in new furniture for 40 in-
stallations, impacting more than 106,000
soldiers

+ $59 million in work orders for lighting,
plumbing, mold remediation and door
locks

+ $405 million in repair and moderniza-
tion projects across all components for
major renovations

The Army has also highlighted innova-
tive approaches to modernizing barracks
infrastructure. At Fort Bliss, Texas, the
Army partnered with industry and govern-
ment stakeholders to deliver 3D-printed
barracks, demonstrating how emerging
technologies can reduce construction time-
lines while improving quality and re-
siliency.

The Army has also advanced initiatives
to improve barracks connectivity and qual-
ity of life for soldiers living in Army facili-
ties. Efforts have included pilot programs
expanding access to free Wi-Fi in barracks,
increased inspections and facility assess-
ments, and enhanced synchronization
across Army commands and installation
management organizations to prioritize re-
pairs and modernization.

Barracks modernization supports

readiness, power projec-
tion and lethality,” Gillis
said. “Improving barracks
conditions is about ensur-
ing soldiers live in facilities
that reflect the profession-
alism and standards they
deserve.”

The effort is intended to
drive lasting change, not
simply temporary repairs.
The initiative seeks to im-
prove governance, acceler-
ate  project  delivery,
prioritize high-risk facili-
ties and ensure invest-
ments remain aligned with
soldier needs and mission
readiness.

Sergeant Major of the
Army Michael R. Weimer
has emphasized that bar-
racks conditions directly
impact morale, discipline,
readiness and retention.

“Our soldiers live the

Roberto Trevino,
ABOVE, an installer
crew foreman at
Chicago American
Manufacturing, oper-
ates a forklift to un-
load pallets containing
new furniture sets, like
the one at RIGHT, April
16 in front of the main
entrance to the Fort
Leavenworth  Single
Soldier Quarters.

Photos by Sean Bergosh/Fort
Leavenworth Public Affairs Office

Army profession every day,
and they deserve facilities
that support their health,
well-being and readiness,”
Weimer said.

Recent senior leader en-
gagements have further re-
inforced the urgency of the
issue. Gillis has visited in-
stallations including Fort
Meade, Maryland; Fort
Polk, Louisiana; Fort Bliss,
Texas; and U.S. Army Gar-
rison Hawaii to assess bar-
racks conditions and

broader installation
transformation

The Barracks Task Force is part of a
broader effort to transform Army installa-
tions into resilient operational platforms
capable of sustaining readiness, supporting
soldiers and enabling the Army mission in
competition, crisis and conflict.

Assistant Secretary of the Army for In-
stallations, Energy and Environment Jor-
dan Gillis has emphasized three core
transformation priorities guiding the
Army’s installation modernization efforts:

+ Leverage outside and alternate finance

+ Make the most of already existing

funds

+ Drive Army interest through strategic
engagement

These priorities are helping shape how
the Army approaches barracks moderniza-
tion by accelerating project delivery, im-
proving stewardship of existing resources,
strengthening accountability and identify-
ing innovative ways to improve soldier
quality of life at installations across the
force.

Gillis said installations must be viewed
as operational platforms that directly en-
able readiness and lethality.

“Army installations directly enable

engage directly with sol-
diers and installation leaders.

The visits reinforce the Army’s commit-
ment to accountability, soldier quality of
life and ensuring modernization efforts
translate into measurable improvements at
the installation level.

While work remains, the Barracks Task
Force represents a long-term commitment
to ensuring soldiers live and work in facili-
ties that reflect the professionalism, stan-
dards and readiness expectations of the
Army.

Kansas Sampler Foundation launches
online Kansas Guidebook for explorers

by Kansas Sampler Foundation
Press Release

INMAN, Kan. — The
Kansas Sampler Founda-
tion just launched the On-
line Kansas Guidebook at
http://www.kansasguide-
book.org/ to help Kansans
and visitors know the state
better.

Kansas is filled with hid-
den gems, scenic backroads,
quirky roadside stops, un-
forgettable meals, historic
downtowns and small-town
discoveries and stories
worth knowing.

With the guidebook,
users can explore Kansas by
region, browse must-see
places, find ideas for day
trips and weekend drives
and discover stops nearby
or along the way. Because
the guidebook is online, it
can be updated as places
open, close, change hours
or add something new.

"With our mission to
preserve and sustain rural

into and know even the

the Kansas Guidebook,

culture, we think this tool
helps expand the audience
for Kansas communities of
all sizes,” said Simone Elder,
executive director of the
Kansas Sampler Founda-
tion. “Our collection of
lesser-known details and at-
tractions helps get visitors

smallest of towns.”

The website, kansas-
guidebook.org, is free to ex-
plore, but Kansas Explorers
Club members can unlock
trip-planning tools de-
signed to help travelers ex-
perience Kansas more
deeply.

Joining the Kansas Ex-
plorers Club offers addi-
tional features and a way to
be part of a statewide group
of curious Kansas explorers.
Members can use the
Kansas Guidebook to create
a Kansas bucket list, add
their own reviews, use trip-
planning tools and help

build a stronger, more use-
ful guide for others.

“The trip planner fea-
ture helps turn curiosity
into adventure,” Elder said.
“Built from more than
5,000-plus places and
18,000-plus photos col-
lected across all 105 coun-
ties, the planner makes it

easy to explore Kansas your
way.”

The Kansas Sampler
Foundation is a public non-
profit dedicated to preserv-
ing and sustaining rural
culture by  educating
Kansans about Kansas and
supporting rural communi-
ties. Through programs like

Kansas Explorers Club and
the Big Kansas Road Trip,
the foundation works to
celebrate and encourage ex-
ploration of Kansas com-
munities.
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Pet of the Week:
Isabella

Isabella is a female shiba inu mix avail-
able for adoption at the Fort Leaven-
worth Stray Facility. She has already
been spayed, vaccinated and mi-
crochipped. The fee to adopt a dog is
$155. E-mail fortleavenworthstrayfa-
cility@gmail.com for an adoption ap-
plication or submit an adoption
application online at https://new.shel-
terluv.com/matchme/adopt/FLSF/
Dog. Military affiliation is not required
to adopt from FLSF.

The Fort Leavenworth Stray Facility, at
510 Organ Ave., is open noon to 3 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday and by appoint-

ment. Call 913-335-0788 for an ap-
pointment or more information. Visit
https://www.petfinder.com/mem-
ber/us/ks/fort-leavenworth/fort-leav-
enworth-stray-facility-ks174/ for
adoptable pet profiles.

Volunteers are needed to help cover
pet care shifts, walk dogs, clean ken-
nels and more. Foster homes for adopt-
able pets are also needed.

To apply to volunteer with the Fort
Leavenworth Stray Facility, visit
https://vmis.armyfamilywebportal.
com/, enter ZIP code 66027, then
search for “stray animal facility.”




Post Notdes

Online: https:/ /home.army.mil /leavenworth/about /news
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Scan for Full Event F book!
Details and Sponsors acebook:

Scan to Follow us on

JUNE 20-27,2026 Friday, June 26

Saturday, June 20 Leavenworth, Kansas Wild West Jamboree at
VEW Post 56 “Pre-250" Year Haymarket Square
Anniversary Breakfast Cook-Out

Hosted Leavenworth Rotary Clubs
Monday, June 22 Outhouse Races,

" Hosted Leavenworth Lions Clubs

%‘.‘3’.: f"li.gz\tre;:w':;th “Whiskers of the West” Beard
Penny Bar & Grill & Mustache Contest

Music by Bo & the Beards

Hosted by Leavenworth Lansing Chamber
Saturday, June 27
Western Art Show, Hosted by LCAA at Heritage Event & Arts Center
U.S. Military History Camp  wwil Boeing B75NI Stearman Flyover
Sidewalk Sales and Scavenger Hunt, Downtown Street Faire with
Hosted by Leavenworth Main Street 60+ Crafters and Vendors
“History on the River” at Riverfront Community Center
Lil’ Buckaroos at Gazeho Park, free Covered Wagon Rides and more!
U.S. Military Vehicle Display - Salute to our Military
35th ID Army Band Concert at Haymarket Square
Buffalo Bill Wild West Dinner & Bingo
Hosted by Eagles Aerie #55 - 300 S. 20 th Street

Ft. Leavenworth (self guided tours) & Frontier Army Museum

tours available at 10am, 12pm, 2pm.

Community Partners: KCK Community College Pioneer Center, Great Western Manufacturing. Davis
Funeral Chapel, Home2, Leavenworth County Historical Society, Mutual Savings Association, Midwest Horizons Marketing,
Leavenworth Lansing Chamber of Commerce, Advanlaﬁe Printing, Main Street, Tiffany Andrews State Farm, YMCA Y-Club, Leavenworth
Lions Club, Leavenworth Rotary, Matcha-IT ﬁnrwil],t e Leavenworth Times, MAPs, Inc., Leavenworth County Artists Association, VFW

Medal of Honor Post 56, Frontier Army Museum, Eagles Aerie #55, downtown businesses and the Leavenworth Public Library.
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MUNSON
NOTICES

B Munson Army Health Center is now
booking SCHOOL PHYSICALS for STU-
DENTS ENTERING PRE-KINDERGARTEN
OR KINDERGARTEN in KANSAS for the
first time. Scheduling early helps ensure your
child is ready for the school year and avoids
the post-PCS season rush. Who needs a physi-
cal? Students ages 9 or younger who are new
to Kansas schools. Call 913-684-6250 to sched-
ule. (Note: Missouri schools only require
proof of immunization.) Sports physicals are
not yet available. If you are PCSing out of
state, wait to schedule your physical until you
arrive at your new duty station, as require-
ments vary by state.

M In the event a TORNADO WARNING is
issued on Fort Leavenworth, and the order is
given to take shelter, Munson Army Health
Center staff will evacuate patients and visitors
to the basement level for their safety. MAHC,
at 550 Pope Ave., as well as the Lewis and
Clark Center on Stimson Avenue and the Sin-
gle Soldier Quarters on Cody Road, are
opened to the public as STORM SHELTERS
during tornado watches. In the event a tor-
nado watch is activated after duty hours, Med-
ical Department Activity personnel will open
the health center for those needing shelter and
remain open until all watches or warnings are

lifted.

B Munson Army Health Center offers CAR
SEAT SAFETY CHECKS by appointment to
help give you peace of mind every time you hit
the road. Our trained staff will walk you
through proper installation, answer your ques-
tions and ensure your child is riding as safely
as possible. Appointments take just 15-20
minutes. Call 913-684-6604 to schedule.

Bl The MUNSON ARMY HEALTH CEN-
TER PATIENT AND FAMILY PARTNER-
SHIP COUNCIL meets quarterly at MAHC.
The PFPC captures voices and insights of pa-
tients and families to improve the patient care
experience. The council is composed of volun-
teers who represent the interests of patients
who receive care from MAHC. Volunteers can
be active-duty, active-duty family member, re-
tirees or retiree family members. Call 913-684-
6211 or e-mail usarmy.leavenworth.
medcom-mahc.mbx.patient-advocate@
health.mil if interested in participating.

B After hours and on federal holidays, ben-
eficiaries can call the MHS NURSE ADVICE
LINE at 1-800-TRICARE (874-2273). Nursing
staff who support the NAL phone lines can as-
sist beneficiaries with non-life-threatening
medical concerns and provide further guid-
ance. Beneficiaries experiencing a MEDICAL
EMERGENCY, such as severe shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing, should call 911.

M It is important that military families new
to the Fort Leavenworth community ESTAB-
LISH A NEW PRIMARY CARE MANAGER for
their health care needs. Munson Army Health
Center offers a wide range of primary care
providers to choose from for personalized care
at a convenient on-post location. Once your
new address is established in DEERS, call 1-888-
TRIWEST (874-9378) and follow the prompts
to establish a primary care manager at MAHC.
Learn more about services at munson.tri-
care.mil.

B Service members, retirees, family mem-
bers and Department of Defense federal em-
ployees on Fort Leavenworth are ELIGIBLE TO
USE THE ARMED FORCES WELLNESS CEN-
TER FOR FREE. This includes physical fitness
testing, body composition analysis, stress man-
agement, improving sleep habits and individual
health coaching. You set the goals; the AFWC
staff puts you on the path to achieving them.
Programs are individualized to address your
current needs, motivation and confidence level.
Visit the Fort Leavenworth AFWC in Eisen-
hower Hall or call 913-758-3403 to schedule an
appointment. The health educators are also
available to go mobile, taking their class to units
or organizations on post and family readiness
groups. To learn more about AFWC services
visit https://dvidshub.net/r/8 wttlf.

Promotion to NCO

Photo by Christina Yager/Munson Army Health Center Public Affairs

Medical Company Commander Capt. Andrew Ingalls promoted Spc. Delilah Wells to the rank of sergeant dur-
ing a ceremony May 19 at Munson Army Health Center.

Wells serves in the Department of Public Health as a preventive medicine specialist, helping to keep the Army
healthy and preventing the spread of infection and disease.





